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General Comments

On the whole, the paper was well received by the majority of students. The performance was
slightly down compared with last year’s cohort. This was mainly due to the challenging nature of a
small number of questions in Section 1.

It was noticeable that the main difficulties students seemto have are the ability to read complex
texts, understand sophisticated vocabulary and address the questions, especially when answering
guestions that require longer answers. In particular, some students could notbe awarded high
marks on the literary essay questions as, despite their thorough knowledge of the texts, they
seemed to lack the experience and skill needed to write focused answers. Teachers are advised to
prepare exemplar answers to past questions to show students what is expected of them, and to
use past examination papers, mark schemes and reports on the exam to help students to improve
their exam technique.

Moreover, teachers need to focus particularly on the teaching and learning of language and
grammar to equip students with the skills to answer questions with the depth and maturity required
at this level.

Section 1

On the whole, this section was well received by the majority of students. There were two texts set
for reading and comprehension.

Question 1 (a)

For Question 1(a), students were requiredto read a passage in Panjabi on ‘the changing picture of
villages in the Panjab’ and then answer five short questions relating to the text. For each question,
students were required to write two or three sentences at the most. However, answers had to
address the questions in a relevant and direct manner. Answers which were vague and lacked
focus were worthy of little credit and were not awarded marks.

Question 1(a)(i)
This question was generally found to be quite challenging. Most able studentswere able to
express the title in simpler Panjabi, as required for one mark. They were required to write that

“fifst & fou/Hd® 2% I1Et I” or words to this effect. Many less able students missed the exact
meaning and therefore could not be awarded the mark.

Question 1(a)(ii)
Students found this question quite within their reach. Students were expected to write two of the

following three details: “Usi/AZT AZST g et IS, 38T 3 Hieod IS I8 I3,
SIT/EUT ISHT I ITEHT TS 1 Most students were able to score full marks.

Question 1(a)(iii)
This question was answered reasonably well by most students, and the majority were able to score
full marks. There were only two details available. Students were expected to write both details:

feat (89 8 ad1 afdedat ueht g5, a8 faH=d graa8 ert f€8 IfJe IS 1” Some less

able students relied on copying chunks of text and lost marks. Others missed out the second detail
and therefore were only able to score one mark out of two.
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Question 1(a)(iv)
This question was found to be somewhat challenging by many students. Most students were able
to score one of the two marks but struggles to provide the second detail. Students were expected

to give the following two details: “FT& gmie W1E 2 I, I3/MAH 9E&e JTHI AR I& |” Less
able students didn't quite grasp the first detail in its entirety.
Question 1(a)(v)

This question was found to be reasonably accessible by the majority of students. The information
required was mMyE I IS @ fedeT dIde IS 17 Some students gave only part of the

required information and therefore were not able to get the mark.
Question 1(a)(vi)

This question was attempted well, and most students were able to score full two marks by
providing the required details: “HUGE HIZ31 3" 218 I&/A9MT I&MT/SEMT 3 a8, B

J1dg IJ&/AdId Hee &t 2 ddt |17

Question 1(b)

This question was accessible and attempted well by the majority of students. The text was based
on the topic of ‘Let’s change our thinking and attitude in everyday life’. Students were required to
write True, False or Don’t know for each of the statements. Parts 1 and 4 were found to be
challenging by some students. Only the most able scored full marks on this section.

Question 1(c)

This question required students to read the first part of a sentence and match it with an appropriate
second part. This question proved to be a reasonable challenge, although the majority of students
did perform well. Questions 1(c)(i) and 1(c)(iv) were the two questions which nearly all students
answered correctly, and Question 1(c)(ii) was the most challenging.

Section 2

This question was a translation of an English text into Panjabi on the topic of ‘First look at the twin
baby pandas’. Students engaged well with the text, and the majority were awarded half marks or
better as they seemed to understand the text, its language and the content. However, there were
some words, phrases and sentences that created problems for some students. The majority found
the phrase ‘breeding’ difficult to translate into Panjabi. Other words that students found difficult to
translate were:

South-west y-UgHt
Proud- JideHet
Important- Mfad
Breeding- Yd&6
Survey — HIRYSE
Experts- Hifaa

On the whole, students performed quite well on this question. However, there were a number of
students who, in spite of their good vocabulary in Panjabi, were not awarded high marks because
of very poor spelling and serious grammatical mistakes.
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Section 3

This section is divided into four topic areas, two literary and two non-literary topics. Students are
expected to choose two topics for their two essays. Each topic has two alternative questions, of
which the students should answer only one.

It appeared that some students had not been taught to write good essays. Teachers are reminded
to teach and develop essay writing skills in their students, and to remind them to focus their
answers on the question set rather than regurgitating information from essays practised in class.

Literary Topics
Topic 1 (The British—Panjabi Short Story)

Question 3(a)

fragt garart &t fazmg 3T Ut J B fee@ faa3 v fer g8 + 9 fegt gareier gar
Jom3 fde? faR S et & MY Jue I8 Beraaet Afg3 fod 3y fay |

This question tested the students’ knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the literary
aspects of the British-Panjabi short story. In the introduction, students were expected to identify the
text chosen for the answer and the author should have been clearly named. Then students should
have stated clearly the two stories chosen to answer the question. Students should have been
aware of the time period in which the stories are set.

Students were expected to identify a couple of scenes from each story which are central to the
plot. After giving a brief description of these scenes, students should have developed the essay by
discussing and explaining how and why these scenes are so important to the story. Students
should have evaluated the impact of these scenes on the plot.

Students were then expected to conclude the discussion by giving their own reaction.

This question was less popular with students. The majority of students who chose this question
based their answer on either “g€JdT’ 34 fHE9d& faT5”. A small number chose “HI&” SYd HIH3

fRWI®I™. The texts and the authors were clearly stated by most students. More able students

wrote detailed essays outlining the main scenes. However, less able students resorted to
describing the stories without a real focus on the question. In these cases, students were not
awarded high marks.

Question 3(b)

St Gl vt srliodt 9 3 Wisnit Jurgat Syt fehoaft @ 37 U g o

I3 | fagsT S qaret Hapfa 3At ufgm I BR 3 feg s 98 3 &g Jer J 2 far e garent €
mmarg 3 fem fen 3 Geuaet Afa3 fa 3y oy |

This question tested the students’ knowledge and understanding of the British-Panjabi short story.
In the introduction, students were expected to identify the text chosen for the answer and the
author should have been clearly named. Then students should have stated clearly the two stories
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chosen to answer the question. Students should have been aware of the time period in which the
stories are set.

Students were expected to comment briefly on the opening statement. Students were then
expected to develop the essay by outlining the life experiences of the main characters in the story
and explaining how this is a key quality of a short story. Students were expected to develop the
essay by discussing how this makes the story fast-moving and interesting for the reader. Then,
students should have evaluated the extent to which the statement in the question applies in the two
stories selected. Students should have linked their explanations to the stories by giving examples.

Students were then expected to evaluate the discussion and to give their own reaction.

Nearly all students who attempted this question stated the text studied and identified the two
stories clearly. In the best essays, students outlined and discussed howthe stories covered the
lifetime experiences of the main characters. More able students discussed and evaluated these in
detail. However, less able students focused on describing the stories without much personal
reaction. Such essays were not awarded high marks.

Topic 2 (The Panjabi Novel)

Question 4(a)

frag & Jamet s/es 3T ufgnr J GRST sesad € fBu3-ae 2 fagz €ar 33078

ygrfe3 di31d 2 Gegdet Afg3 fia 3y &y |

This question tested the students’ knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the Panjabi novel
studied. In the introduction, students were expected to identify the novel and the author. Students
should have shown awareness of the time period in which the novel is set.

Students were expected to write about the novelist’s literary skills which have impressed them and
made the novel interesting, for example: language used, style, plot development, characterisation
and scene setting. To justify the points made, suitable examples should have been given fromthe
novel.

This essay was reasonably popular with students, Those who chose to answer this question
answered it on the basis of the novels “f€d I/@gd MUTTE’ JYd Iffed fHW 8, ‘HITEHP Jud

&Tad WS ‘Ufe3gundt” Bua sTad fifw”. The novel studied, and the author, was clearly stated

by nearly all students. Many of the responses were superficial and lacked depth. Only the most
able appreciated the question fully and explained the literary techniques used by the authorto
make the novel successful.

A number of students described the story without addressing the question and so could not be
awarded high marks.
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Question 4(b)

fragT Jnmdt S/es 3t ufgnr J BRY* faa3 for 9783t fnd Sae ga w3 fa* feat famt
T IS dHSS3T 3 dyge Uer I 2 o aes 2w 3 Gugast Afg3 e &y fsy |

This question tested the students’ knowledge of the Panjabi novel they had studied. In the
introduction, students were expected to identify the novel and its author. Students should have
been aware of the time period in which the novelis set.

Firstly, students were expected to identify the scenes that do not sit comfortably with the plot of the
novel. Then students were expected to explain how and why these scenes stood out as artificial or
unrealistic in the story. Students should have explored the impact of these scenes on the reader
and reflected on howthey affect the success of the novel.

In conclusion, students should have referred to the main discussion points and evaluated the
extent to which these scenes affect the novel adversely. Students were expected to offer their
personal reaction based on the discussion in their essays.

This was not a very popular question. However, there were some excellent answers. Most of the
responses were based on the novel ‘H3JIETH". A small number of students based their responses

on the novel ‘f8 gr/@d MGda. Good essays justified the choice of the scenes well and explained

the effect on novel. A small number of students concentrated on describing the story and did not
justify their choice well.

Non-Literary Topics
Topic 1 (Socio-Economic Study of the Panjab (India) Since 1947)

Question 5(a)

Unrg &9 faATst &t »irgfag o@3 Gt el fifesht 3 dtyge urgdtd 2 Hishn ieg ug-Ae mue
3799 © Mg 3 fed AredTdt 39U 3Y &Y |

This question tested the students’ knowledge and awareness of the economic situation in which
lots of farmers find themselves in the Panjab, and the impact this is having on their lives.

The following points could be included in the discussion:

farmers are struggling to make a living

farming is becoming a costly business

they have taken out loans to subsidise the cost

the difficulty of repaying loans as they are not able to sell crops at competitive prices
or any other relevant points.

In conclusion, students should have referred to the main discussion points and evaluated the
overall situation surrounding farmersin the Panjab.

Students were expected to offer their personal reaction based on the discussion in their essays.

This question was attempted by a significant number of students. There were a good number of
points and detailed discussion offered by more able students. However, the responses from some
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less able students were shallowand lacked detail and discussion. In such cases, they were not
awarded high marks.

Question 5(b)
Ut Ire a8 33 Uag & viigfad W3 AHTHS 983 € Adt 3ASId UH 99 J& 2

Gergast fde I8 fid Areadt Iauad 3y &y |

This question tested the students’ knowledge and awareness of the social and economic
circumstances in the Panjab, and the picture portrayed in Panjabi songs.

In the first part, students were expected to comment on the statement in the question about
Panjabi songs and the social and economic issues in the Panjab.

Social and economic issues:

e issuesrelated to unemployment
the cost of marriage and dowry
pollution
corruption
drugs
or any other relevant points.

Then students should have explored the extent to which these issues are portrayed in Panjabi
songs, with examples.

This question was attempted by a significant number of students. Students generally engaged well
with the question. Some more able students wrote very good essays. They elaborated on the
points expected and provided logical arguments with suitable examples. These students illustrated
their arguments with clear examples from the songs.

While some less able students lacked discussion and examples in their responses, most answers
were of average or above average standard and scored good marks.

Topic 2 (The Panjabi Community in India and Abroad)

Question 6(a)

feg Ere Yardhi &t sttt €t Ae w3 Ifge-Afue yaret it € vaeas o g8
Jd 9% 2 BEgac! fde I8 g Ared ! 39y 3y &Y |

This question tested the students’ knowledge and awareness of the changing lifestyle and thinking
of younger generations of Panjabi people.

The following points could be included in the discussion:
e the younger generation save less and spend more
more focus on personal/family pleasure, eg going on holiday, eating out
more liberal about mixed marriages
spending more on houses, cars etc
less religious
do not have as strong ties with relatives in India
or any other relevant points.
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Counter-arguments supporting the attitude and lifestyle of the first generation of Panjabis in Britain
were also acceptable.

In conclusion, students should have referred to the main discussion points and evaluated the
changes in attitude and lifestyle of younger generations of Panjabis compared with the older
generations in Britain.

Students were expected to offer their personal reaction based on the discussion in their essays.

This question was a reasonably popular choice. There were many excellent responses which
addressed the question in detail. Some less able students left out the more important points and
answered at a personal or family level rather than on the broader Panjabi community. A small
number of students compared the lifestyle of young people in the Panjab and Britain, which was
not appropriate, and such responses were not able to score many marks.

Question 6(b) 9 o
II9S TH! <9 THE TS Unmin €t Fes3T fUg 8t e H3r-fUzT »3 ufgergt e foad 3

J8d 2 Gegget fide I8 fd Areadt Iaud &y &Y |

This question tested the students’ knowledge, awareness and appreciation of the role of the family
in supporting their children.

In the first part, students were expected to reflect on the opening statement. Then they should
have explored the role that parents and families play in the success of the younger members of the
family.

The following points could be included in the discussion:

having high expectations of children/siblings

encouraging themto have high aspirations for themselves
giving moral support

providing financial support

getting them started on the property ladder

or any other relevant points.

Students should have referred to the main discussion points and evaluated to end with an overall
conclusion.

Students were expected to offer their personal reaction based on the discussion in their essays.

This was a quite popular question. Most of the responses were authentic and relevant. Students
engaged well with the question, showing appreciation of the role of parents and families in
supporting young people.

Good essays went into considerable detail covering a range of points with examples. Equally, such
essays showed deep understanding of the way many Panjabi families operate. Less able students
lacked depth and discussion. However, there were some weak language and grammar skills.
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Mark Ranges and Award of Grades

Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the Results Statistics
page of the AQA Website.

Converting Marks into UMS marks

Convertraw marks into Uniform Mark Scale (UMS) marks by using the link below.
UMS conversion calculator
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