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Level of response marking instructions 

 

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The 

descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each 

level. 

 

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it 

(as instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark 

scheme. 

 

Step 1 Determine a level 

 
Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer 
meets the descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that 
might be seen in the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next 
one and decide if it meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor 
and the answer. With practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to 
quickly skip through the lower levels of the mark scheme. 
 
When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick 
holes in small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well 
as the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should 
use a best fit approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help 
decide the mark within the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of 
level 4 material it would be placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level 
because of the level 4 content. 

 

Step 2 Determine a mark 

 
Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to 
allocate marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. 
There will be an answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the 
mark scheme. This answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can 
compare the student’s answer with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or 
worse than the example. You can then use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the 
Lead Examiner’s mark on the example. 
 
You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify 
points and assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate. 
 
Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points 
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme. 
 

An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks. 
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Reading Level 1 Marking Key 

 

Section A 

 

Source Level Qu Key Standards 

A 1 1 B Identify main points 

Source Level Qu Key Standards 

A 1 2 D Read and understand texts 

Source Level Qu Key Standards 

A 1 3 A Read and understand texts in detail 

Source Level Qu Key Standards 

A 1 4 D Identify main points 

Source Level Qu Key Standards 

A 1 5 C Read and understand texts in detail 

Source Level Qu Key Standards 

A 1 6 C Suitable response 
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Question 7 Your Head of PE and Sport has asked you to prepare a handout for people interested 

in becoming a football referee.  Use source B to help you find the information to put in 

your handout. 

 

You should include: 

 

7a) four things someone could learn on a refereeing course. 

7b) four things which will be provided to people taking the course. 

 

Mark Scheme Standard Marks 

 

 Award one mark for each of four things someone could learn on a  

 refereeing course up to a maximum of 4 marks.     

 Award one mark for each of four things which will be provided to  

 people taking the course up to a maximum of 4 marks. 
NB.  

 Candidates may not present the four points for 7a and the four points 

  for 7b neatly on the lines provided.  Instead they may ‘bunch’ the  

 points.  This is allowed within each part of the question up to a  
maximum of 2. 

 The maximum mark is 4 for each part even if more than four valid  
points have been made. 

 Points that belong in 7a but appear in the answer to 7b and vice-versa  
are not to be rewarded. 

 Examiners are reminded that slashes (/ or //) indicate alternative  

 options, only one of which can be accepted.  Emboldened or underlined  
text must be included in the answer.  Brackets indicate optional content. 
 

7a) 

 the role of the referee 

 the laws of the game 

 opportunities available through refereeing/next steps to develop 

 the skills needed to control a game of football 

Do not accept “referees need to be able to control a game of football” 

 warming up/cooling down activities 

 signals used during matches/communication techniques 

 

7b) 

 red/yellow cards 

 whistle 

 course folder 

 study pack 

 Laws of the Game book 

 Interactive CD-ROM 

Utilise 

information 

contained in 

texts. 

 

Respond to 

texts. 

 

Understand 

texts in detail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up to 4 

marks 

 

 

 

 

Up to 4 

marks 

Nothing relevant to award/entire text for this section copied  0 marks 
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Question 8 Look at the way Source B has been presented. 

 

List two ways it has been presented and say why each one would make it easy for people 

to understand. 

Mark Scheme Standard Marks 

 Award up to two marks for each response up to FOUR marks. 

Candidates may express the ideas below in their own words. 

 Candidates may ‘bunch’ their answers. This is allowed. 

 There must be a valid link between the chosen presentational device 

and the reason why it would ‘make it easy for people to understand’, to 

get the two marks. 

 Colour: colour per se is a presentational device. ‘The text uses 

colour/is colourful’ = 1. When attached to another device, it is being 

used as a qualifying adjective and is not to be awarded as a separate 

presentational device – ‘coloured heading’ = 1(mark awarded for 

identification of “heading”) 

 Pictures & Colour: All comments must refer to the specific 

picture/colour in the text.  Comments which could apply to any 

text are not to be accepted. 

Do not accept a simple description of what is in the picture as an 

explanation of why it makes the text easier to understand. Do not 

accept ‘The picture tells you what the text is about.’ 

Examiners need to identify the difference between a statement of what 

is there and a comment on why it makes it easier to understand. Do not 

accept a simple description or account of what is in the picture as an 

explanation of why it makes it easier to understand the text. 
 

Presentational devices in Source B: 

 

 Green “Get into Football” is motivating/encouraging/lively 

 Logo of Amateur Football Alliance adds formality/gravitas/importance. 

 Mix of green and blue colours in banner is eye-catching, fresh, natural. 

 Sub-headings are suggested by the larger blue font.  These break up 

the text/help the reader to find specific information. 

 Bullet points (in form of footballs) separate information out/remind of 

subject matter. Do not accept “footballs” alone. 

 Picture of referee matches subject matter/gives sense of power via red 

card/shows you what you would be doing 

 Sections/paragraphs make the text easier to read. Do not accept 

“modules”. 

 Title tells you that the text is going to be about football/refereeing.  

Do not accept “Developing Football for Everyone” or “Get Into 

Football” as examples of title. 

Give BOD to “different fonts/different size fonts” and accept a 

valid explanation of how these help to make the text easier to 

understand 

Identify how 

texts are 

presented 

 

Respond to 

texts 

Up to 4 

marks 

Nothing relevant to award  0 marks 
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