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Are you using the latest version of this specification?

. You will always find the most up-to-date version of this specification on our website at
aga.org.uk/8638
. We will write to you if there are significant changes to the specification.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Why choose AQA for GCSE Bengali

1.1.1 A specification designed for you and your students

We’ve worked with a range of teachers to create this specification. We have focussed on ensuring
that our assessments are clear, accessible and discriminate effectively.

Our objective is to enable students of all abilities to develop their Bengali language skills to their full
potential, equipping them with the knowledge to communicate in a variety of contexts with
confidence.

1.1.2 Languages for life

At AQA we're passionate about the benefits that learning a language can bring. We strongly
believe in languages as a skill for life and something students should enjoy and find rewarding.

We know you want a specification which you can enjoy teaching, and one which expands your
students' cultural knowledge whilst developing their language skills.

We're confident our assessments will deliver the right results for your students. We want to help
you to attract students of all abilities to languages and to deliver the assessments and results you
and your students deserve.

You can find out about all our Bengali qualifications at aga.org.uk/languages

1.2 Support and resources to help you teach

We’ve worked with experienced teachers to provide you with a range of resources that will help
you confidently plan, teach and prepare for exams.

1.2.1 Teaching resources

Visit aga.org.uk/8638 to see all our teaching resources. They include:

» sample schemes of work to help you plan for course delivery

* training courses to help you deliver AQA Bengali qualifications

» subject expertise courses for all teachers, from newly qualified teachers who are just getting
started to experienced teachers looking for fresh inspiration.

Preparing for exams

Visit aga.org.uk/8638 for everything you need to prepare for our exams, including:

» past papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports

* specimen papers and mark schemes for new courses

» Exampro: a searchable bank of past AQA exam questions
+ example student answers with examiner commentaries.
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Analyse your students' results with Enhanced Results Analysis (ERA)

Find out which questions were the most challenging, how the results compare to previous years
and where your students need to improve. ERA, our free online results analysis tool, will help you
see where to focus your teaching. Register at aga.org.uk/era

For information about results, including maintaining standards over time, grade boundaries and our
post-results services, visit aga.org.uk/results

Keep your skills up-to-date with professional development

Wherever you are in your career, there’s always something new to learn. As well as subject
specific training, we offer a range of courses to help boost your skills.

» Improve your teaching skills in areas including differentiation, teaching literacy and meeting
Ofsted requirements.

* Prepare for a new role with our leadership and management courses.

You can attend a course at venues around the country, in your school or online — whatever suits
your needs and availability. Find out more at coursesandevents.aqa.org.uk

Help and support

Visit our website for information, guidance, support and resources at aga.org.uk/8638

If you'd like us to share news and information about this qualification, sign up for emails and
updates at aga.org.uk/from-2017

Alternatively, you can call or email our subject team direct.
E: mfi@aga.org.uk
T: 01423 534 381

6 Visit aga.org.uk/8638 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration


http://www.aqa.org.uk/era
http://www.aqa.org.uk/results
http://coursesandevents.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/bengali-8638
http://www.aqa.org.uk/from-2017
mailto:mfl@aqa.org.uk
http://aqa.org.uk/8638

www.xtrapapers.com
AQA GCSE Bengali 8638. GCSE exams June 2019 onwards. Version 1.0 17 February 2017

2 Specification at a glance

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the
course.

2.1 Subject content

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based:

Theme 1: Identity and culture (page 11)

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest (page 11)

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment (page 12)

2.2 Assessments

GCSE Bengali has a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4-9). Students must
take all four question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same
series.

What's assessed

Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language.

How it's assessed

*  Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier).
* 40 marks (Foundation Tier), 50 marks (Higher Tier).
* 25% of GCSE.

(Each exam includes 5 minutes’ reading time of the question paper before the listening stimulus
is played.)

Questions
Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

+ Section A — questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally.
» Section B — questions in Bengali, to be answered in Bengali or non-verbally.

+
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What's assessed

Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes.

How it's assessed

* Non-exam assessment

* 7-9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time

* 10-12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time

* 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier)
+ 25% of GCSE

Questions
Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

The format is the same at Foundation Tier and Higher Tier, but with different stimulus questions
for the Photo card and different stimulus materials for the Role-play. The timings are different too:

* Role-play — 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 2 minutes at Higher Tier)
» Photo card — 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 3 minutes at Higher Tier)

* General conversation — 30 marks (3—5 minutes at Foundation Tier; 5—7 minutes at Higher
Tier)

+

What's assessed

Understanding and responding to different types of written language.

How it's assessed

*  Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier)
* 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier)
+ 25% of GCSE

Questions
Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

+ Section A — questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally.
+ Section B — questions in Bengali, to be answered in Bengali or non-verbally.

» Section C — translation from Bengali into English (a minimum of 35 words for Foundation
Tier and 50 words for Higher Tier).

+
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What's assessed

Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes.

How it's assessed

»  Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)
* 50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at Higher Tier
+ 25% of GCSE

Questions
Foundation Tier

* Question 1 — message (student produces four sentences in response to a photo) — 8 marks.

* Question 2 — short passage (student writes a piece of continuous text in response to four
brief bullet points, approximately 40 words in total) — 16 marks.

* Question 3 — translation from English into Bengali (minimum 35 words) — 10 marks.

» Question 4 — structured writing task (student responds to four compulsory detailed bullet
points, producing approximately 90 words in total) — there is a choice from two questions —
16 marks.

Higher Tier

» Question 1 — structured writing task (student responds to four compulsory detailed bullet
points, producing approximately 90 words in total) — there is a choice from two questions —
16 marks.

* Question 2 — open-ended writing task (student responds to two compulsory detailed bullet
points, producing approximately 150 words in total) — there is a choice from two questions —
32 marks.

* Question 3 — translation from English into Bengali (minimum 50 words) — 12 marks.
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3 Subject content

3.1 Themes

The specification covers three distinct themes. These themes apply to all four question papers.

Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these themes
relating to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in countries/
communities where Bengali is spoken.

3.1.1 Theme 1: Identity and culture

Theme 1: Identity and culture covers the following four topics with related sub-topics shown as
bullet points.

Topic 1: Me, my family and friends
* Relationships with family and friends.
* Marriage/partnership.
Topic 2: Technology in everyday life
* Social media.
* Mobile technology.
Topic 3: Free-time activities

* Music.

* Cinemaand TV.

* Food and eating out.
+ Sport.

Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Bengali speaking countries/communities

3.1.2 Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of
interest

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest covers the following four topics
with related sub-topics shown as bullet points.

Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region

Topic 2: Social issues

* Charity/voluntary work.
* Healthy/unhealthy living.
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Topic 3: Global issues

* The environment.
* Poverty/homelessness.

Topic 4: Travel and tourism

3.1.3 Theme 3: Current and future study and employment

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment covers the following four topics.
Topic 1: My studies

Topic 2: Life at school/college

Topic 3: Education post-16

Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions

3.2 Scope of study

3.2.1 Listening: understand and respond to spoken language

Students are expected to be able to:

» demonstrate general and specific understanding of different types of spoken language

+ follow and understand clear standard speech using familiar language across a range of
specified contexts

+ identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in a variety of short and longer
spoken passages, involving some more complex language, recognising the relationship
between past, present and future events

» deduce meaning from a variety of short and longer spoken texts involving some complex
language and more abstract material, including short narratives and authentic material
addressing a wide range of contemporary and cultural themes

» recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in more extended
spoken text, including authentic sources, adapted and abridged as appropriate, by being able
to answer questions, extract information, evaluate and draw conclusions.

3.2.2 Speaking: communicate and interact in speech

Students are expected to be able to:

« communicate and interact effectively in speech for a variety of purposes across a range of
specified contexts

+ take part in a short conversation, asking and answering questions, and exchanging opinions

» convey information and narrate events coherently and confidently, using and adapting
language for new purposes

* speak spontaneously, responding to unexpected questions, points of view or situations,
sustaining communication by using rephrasing or repair strategies, as appropriate

+ initiate and develop conversations and discussion, producing extended sequences of speech

* make appropriate and accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures,
including some more complex forms, with reference to past, present and future events
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* make creative and more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to express and justify
their own thoughts and points of view
» use accurate pronunciation and intonation to be understood by a native speaker.

3.2.3 Reading: understand and respond to written language

Students are expected to be able to:

+ understand and respond to different types of written language

» understand general and specific details within texts using high frequency familiar language
across a range of contexts

 identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in a variety of short and longer
written passages, involving some more complex language and recognising the relationship
between past, present and future events

» deduce meaning from a variety of short and longer written texts from a range of specified
contexts, including authentic sources involving some complex language and unfamiliar
material, as well as short narratives and authentic material addressing relevant contemporary
and cultural themes

* recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in more extended
written text and authentic sources, including some extracts from relevant abridged or adapted
literary texts

+ demonstrate understanding by being able to scan for particular information, organise and
present relevant details, draw inferences in context and recognise implicit meaning where
appropriate

+ translate a short passage from Bengali into English.

3.2.4 Writing: communicate in writing

Students are expected to be able to:

« communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes across a range of specified
contexts

» write short texts, using simple sentences and familiar language accurately to convey
meaning and exchange information

» produce clear and coherent text of extended length to present facts and express ideas and
opinions appropriately for different purposes and in different settings

* make accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some
more complex forms, to describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future
events

* manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary with
increasing accuracy and fluency for new purposes, including using appropriate style and
register

* make independent, creative and more complex use of the language as appropriate, to note
down key points, express and justify individual thoughts and points of view in order to
interest, inform or convince

» translate sentences and short texts from English into Bengali to convey key messages
accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of language and structures in context.

3.3 Grammar

The grammar requirements for GCSE are set out in two tiers: Foundation Tier and Higher Tier.
GCSE students will be expected to have acquired knowledge and understanding of Bengali
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grammar during the course. In the exam, they will be required to apply their knowledge and
understanding, appropriate to the relevant tier of entry, drawing from the following lists. The
examples in brackets are indicative, not inclusive. For structures marked (R), only receptive
knowledge is required. Students will be expected to develop and use their knowledge and
understanding of this grammar progressively throughout their course.

3.3.1 Foundation Tier

3.3.1.1 Nouns

Cases: nominative, accusative ((), genitive (9/a9), locative-instrumental (4/09),

Plural forms for personal nouns (d1/a491; (WF)

3.3.1.2 Articles

Definite article: ordinary and diminutive; singular and plural (%1/f6; Swn/8fT)
Indefinite article (aF51/935)

Use of &

3.3.1.3 Adjectives

Ordinary adjectives

Demonstrative adjectives: ordinary and diminutive; singular and plural; here, there and elsewhere
(a...51, ¢o0...f6, 8...80, etc)

Repetition of adjectives to express plurality

Use of (6@ /ST, of (Y /SR to express comparisons
Interrogative adjectives (F, @&, F@I, (FF etc)
Indefinite adjectives (@1 39 etc)

3.3.1.4 Adverbs

Formation of adverbs from adjectives using ¥(F, @IX etc.
Special adverbs (STSTSIS etc)

Interrogative adverbs ((F4, (34, (F1NT etc)

Adverbs of time and place (239, AT, 3T etc)

3.3.1.5 Quantifiers/intensifiers

(¥F, @, 9, IES etc)
3.3.1.6 Pronouns

Demonstrative pronouns: ordinary and diminutive; singular and plural; here, there and elsewhere
(a1, 8f6, TSN etc)

Personal pronouns: singular and plural, familiar and polite; nominative, accusative and genitive
case

Interrogative pronoun (1, (&, F1F, FTE etc)
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Use of f&%g
Reflexive pronoun (fas, fawid etc)

3.3.1.7 Verbs

Zero verb and negative of zero verb (3%, aJ etc)

Use of AlI(RT in present and past, for location, possession, well-being (®TT &), states (ITT AR
etc)

Use of A41<FT a future for Ax=I

Tenses: future, simple present, present continuous, simple past, perfect, past perfect, past
habitual, past continuous; familiar and polite forms

Use of dTand fo

Imperatives: present and future; use of affirmative and negative =1

Infinitive and verbal noun

Use of AT, "8, B18T1, (581 F4Tand other common verbs requiring an infinitive before them
Participles: past ((S¥ etc) and conditional ((WTT etc)

Common extended (non-causative) verbs (531, OTET etc)

Compound verbs (@ 91, F15T F41, (ITe IS8T etc)

Common impersonal constructions expressing like/dislike (<T151T), need (<7151, WH<FIS) convenience/
inconvenience (Yj\f‘i’&ﬂ/@ﬂﬁm), anger, iliness etc

Obligation constructions: must/have to (¥50® 2@ etc); ought/should (&f63)
Verbal noun + I133T construction ((MAT I etc)

3.3.1.8 Postpositions

Following genitive case (312, &5F etc)

Following nominative case (%@, (3@, A& etc)

Use of 531X to express appointments (8961 59T etc)

3.3.1.9 Conjunctions
g, Ak, fF&, I (but not express hypothetical conditions), ©&, ®1RE etc.

3.3.1.10 Particles

Idiomatic uses of 8 (= ‘also’) and to

Number, quantity, time:

Numbers up to 20, plus 25, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 75, 80, 90 and 100
Use of numbers with and without articles

Use of $IGT AT, with (AT, ST and (T

3.3.2 Higher Tier

All grammar and structures listed for Foundation Tier plus:
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3.3.2.1 Articles
Use of AT/ 2fer

3.3.2.2 Adjectives

Adjectival postpositions ((@TE ST (BiFe6T etc)
Adjective + definite article ((RTGTGT etc)

Certain feminine adjective forms (f&, Yf‘ﬁ? etc)

3.3.2.3 Pronouns
Use of very familiar pronoun ©2
Indefinite pronouns ((F5, F1E)

Relative pronouns and co-relatives such as 4...CcT, 2f«...fef«

3.3.2.4 Verbs
Repetition of infinitive to express a present participle (¥90© $109)

Extended (causative) verbs in all tenses and forms

Contracted extended verb participle, especially when combined with (W8T (T (W8T, (A A
etc)

Combining verbs with (W81, (I8, ATF], (el etc

Use of R33T to express the passive

Use of 9T before a participle or infinitive, or before the verb in Ifw clauses
Use of past habitual tense to express hypothetical conditions

Use of T with a verbal noun to express ‘supposed to’

Use of verbal noun with T3 to express ‘while’ (T8I ST etc)

Genitive and locative of verbal noun (F19/3991d, e/ 3T etc)

3.3.2.5 Postpositions
Double postpositions (fewa fa@, = (= etc)

3.3.2.6 Conjunctions

Pairs of conjunctions such as I¥d... 93, J(SI...O0O[, AYTE... (VT etc
Use of Ifw...®& /@12 to express hypothetical conditions

Use of 3f%8...89 to express ‘although’

3.3.2.7 Number, quantity, dates and time
Remaining numbers
Ordinal numbers up to ‘tenth’

Time in minutes using (I and 151(® Dates (English and Bengali months, year)

16 Visit aga.org.uk/8638 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration
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3.3.2.8 Note on spelling

Students should be made aware of variations in Bengali spelling, particularly in the use of (<:1. In
general, words employing difficult conjuncts will not be used at Foundation Tier. At Higher Tier,
recognition (though not necessarily active use) of most conjuncts will be expected.

3.4 Communication strategies

Whist it is useful for students to concentrate on a core of key language for any given topic, it is
impossible to predict all the linguistic elements they might meet when reading and listening to
authentic Bengali, or which they themselves might need to use.

For this reason, the student will need to develop communication strategies that can be used to
cope successfully with unknown words.

There are two main types of strategy: those that relate to understanding (reading and listening) and
those that relate to production (speaking and writing).

3.4.1 Ignoring words which are not needed

Many texts contain words which are not essential for an understanding of the main points of the
text. Furthermore, what is important in the text is often presented more than once, in different
ways: the student may not understand a point in one form of words and understand it fully in
another.

3.4.2 Using the visual and verbal context

The skilled reader can find many clues about the purpose and content of a text from a study of the
layout, the title, the length, the typeface and any related pictures.

When reading and listening, students can learn to infer the meaning of new words from the verbal
context. So, for example, someone who did not know the word oI ffosre might be able, after
some appropriate practice, to deduce from the following context that it is some sort of academic
subject:

T FFIEEAT (FFF IR MO 6o FEE, oo oA FE1, $orE, Gfeed, sfie
- N} AOF [ FEREA

or that TP is a means of transport in a sentence like:

IS R @F1, TEN @F1, IPE 293m I @S o6 FHIre 3J|
or we can deduce from I NG JANAF E@that J9« is a name.

3.4.3 Making use of grammatical markers and categories

Students will be helped to master all these strategies if, when reading and listening, they learn to
use such clues as the plural forms of nouns and verbs, the ways verbs change to form tenses,
word order and other such features to help them to recognise to which category (verb, noun,
adjective etc) an unknown word belongs. This can be a considerable help in making intelligent
guesses about the meaning of the word.

For instance, the verb form at the end of a sentence suggests what the subject is even if the
subject has been omitted:

A O] BIF AHIT FAW® ATAR |
Q1 AT AT TRl (FA?
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3.4.4 Making use of the social and cultural context

Another aid to the drawing of correct inferences is for the students to bear in mind that there are
regularities in the real world which make it possible to anticipate what people may say or write
about it. The ability to predict occurrences in the real world makes it possible sometimes to
anticipate words and their meaning, in a given context. This is one reason why it is important for a
Bengali course to develop awareness and understanding of countries and communities where
Bengali is spoken.

3.4.5 Using common patterns with Bengali

Knowledge of the following patterns of word formation in Bengali will be assumed.
1. non-finite verb forms:

31, (ST, (W@ from WS

i@, e, e from waAT

(AT, (ACT, (A from A3AT

A, A, e from ST

BIfFT, BT, BI® from BT etc
2. causative verbs from simple verbs:

ST from ST
(R from (1T
(WA from (93T
STSTICAT from «1sI
P from F97

AT from 9T
3. negative or intensifying prefixes:

;e > afife; oz > sifazs
A TS > ATYF; A > A
fa: wrper > fowrseer; Ee > faarEe
ﬁ*l?!’: C‘fTW>ﬁT"‘|T¥; (SO > ftSaeT
T @1 > [T 98> [{qe

3.4.6 Strategies specifically for reading and understanding

There are many English words which have been accepted in Bengali and which are frequently
used in written Bengali. Students will be expected to understand and say these words with the
correct pronunciation. For example, hospital is written in Bengali as &5#T®1eT and is pronounced
differently. There are many other English words which fall into a similar category. A few of these
are listed below:

f%B biscuit
(Gf3 table
e, SN office
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(19 bottle
(@A restaurant

For Bengali students growing up in a British environment, there are quite a few more English words
which are in common use and which are often quite difficult to read because the sequence of
letters is unusual for Bengali words. These words should be prepared and practised in class.

Examples are:
RIS CTo
FESEE

oY (°F%
TG

6 o
fafTasz

A useful strategy for dealing with this kind of problem would be to present students with a list of
words which cause such a difficulty.

3.4.7 Strategies specifically for listening and understanding

It is expected that strategies such as those outlined above will generally be more easily applied in
reading than in listening, as reading offers more opportunities to slow down, to look at unknown
items at some leisure and to study the context.

In order to hear accurately students should have the specific differences of the spoken language
brought to their attention such as the difference in sound between unaspirated and aspirated
consonants¥ > q; ST > &> T >A; 6 >9; 6 >6 0 >0 > 8 9>%
> .

However some of the general strategies for understanding listed above can, with practice, be used
successfully in listening, namely:

* ignoring words which are not needed for successful completion of the task set
+ using the (visual and) verbal context

* making use of the social and cultural context

* using common patterns within Bengali.

3.4.8 Strategies for production

Research and experience show that people who communicate effectively in a foreign language
tend to make good use of systematic efficient verbal and non-verbal strategies to get meaning
across, in spite of their imperfect command of the language.

Individual students may fail to learn — or forget — language items required by some test items, or
they may wish to attempt to go beyond the demands of the specification in completing the task set.
In these circumstances, the following strategies can prove useful. They fall into two main
categories: non-verbal and verbal.
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3.4.9 Non-verbal strategies

3.4.9.1 Pointing and demonstration

This may be accompanied by some appropriate language eg a51; # atr?; f&faser 2 @;, 2
(TF; 8, 38 ASE; aif &1, P fuw; sfu

3.4.9.2 Expression and gesture

This may be accompanied, where appropriate, with sounds (eg ‘Oh!" which, with appropriate
intonation, facial expression and gestures, can convey such attitudes and functions as pain,
surprise, anger, fear, pleasure and admiration).

TF; (F qF; &, N, 25 IR 8 A AT

3.4.9.3 Mime

Mime, which again can be accompanied by appropriate sounds and language, can sometimes help
communication to be maintained when it might otherwise break down eg $t JIAE? F Ie©
MNF? Ft Fa@ TfF? or with a suitable mime if one has forgotten words such as ST and ST,
This strategy has obvious limitations in a speaking test which is recorded and assessed on the
basis of the recording.

3.4.9.4 Drawing

This can be an efficient strategy with some tasks (especially written) and can convey both attitude
and information (eg a diagram showing how to get from one point, such as a station, to another, for
instance home).

3.4.10 Verbal Strategies

3.4.10.1 Using a word which refers to a similar item

Using a word which refers to a similar item to the one the speaker/writer wishes to refer to, but for
which he has forgotten the word eg f&fasiGT for Er@ or B0 for AES. This strategy is not always
effective and its use would be assessed according to its effectiveness in a particular context.

3.4.10.2 Description of physical properties

This can be used to refer to something of which the name has been forgotten eg
GRER TFF I 9w

P (ST AT MR

The physical properties refer to colour, size, material, position and shape. The use of this strategy
in an exam would be assessed according to its communicative effectiveness.

3.4.10.3 Requests for help
These can include requests for translation eg
ABT IRAF FI? IRF BT FT IEI? ABF T F?

It is clearly preferable to use such requests for help than for communication to collapse and their
use will be assessed according to the context. When requests for help with specific problems
occur, the teacher should maintain the role of a sympathetic native speaker and help accordingly.
The teacher should avoid taking over from the student and carrying out the tasks set.
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3.4.10.4 Simplification

This is when a student avoids the use of a form of which he/she is unsure eg
™ (0T §F (IO

he/she says only this

N (o7 ("M

A systematic use of simplified forms may reduce error, facilitate communication and increase
fluency, but if overused, this strategy may result in students failing to make full use of their
capabilities.

3.4.10.5 Paraphrase

This is where the student uses words and messages in acceptable Bengali, avoiding the use of
words which he/she has forgotten. For example, when he/she cannot remember the_ word T and
instead says (W¥Td f&fas or when he/she cannot recollect the word 5% and says *If6 J59

When used well, this strategy communicates the message effectively to a sympathetic native
speaker and such use would be assessed accordingly in an exam.

3.4.10.6 Reference to specific features

Reference to specific features eg IM® AT FAT 2F for KT or T4 A SfFa for MAFT is often
quite effective and its use would be assessed accordingly in an exam.

3.4.10.7 Reference to the function of an object

Reference to the function of an object and the actions that can be performed with it is a commonly
used strategy which is usually effective in communicative terms.

Another strategy sometimes used by language students is word coinage, the creation of words
based either on English or Bengali words. This strategy usually produces words which do not exist
in Bengali or, if they do exist, have a different meaning from the one intended. The use of this
strategy is rarely effective in promoting communication and students would be well advised to use
it only if all other strategies fail.

Another commonly used strategy is topic avoidance, when the student avoids or abandons a topic
because of inability to deal with it. Use of this strategy in 