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General comments

This year’'s paper was accessible to students of all abilities. On the whole, its level of demand was
similar to that of papers from previous years, although small number of reading and
comprehension questions proved easier thanin 2016. Overall, the quality of students’ work was in
line with last year. However, in some cases at the lower end of the ability range, the quality of
language was poor and a number of students copied parts of the text where a phrase matched the
vocabulary used in the questions. Some students answered parts of the questions correctly but
could not write the complete answer as they had difficulties in understanding precisely what the
guestions asked despite the fact that there was no ambiguity in the questions.

The majority of students the paper accessible and were able to attempt every question. Avery
small number of less able students were unable to attempt all questions The answers provided by
the majority of students were well structured and interestingto read.

Section 1 Comprehension

There were two texts set for this section of the paper. On the whole, this section appearedto be
equally demanding to the previousyear’s paper and students scored very good marks. Both the
passages and the questions themselves proved very accessible, and many students scored higher
marks in this section compared with the previous year’s cohort.

Insert 1 ()

Question 1
Almost all students provided the appropriate answer to this question. They were required to write

A3 EfgnT 23 Ul &% 8t § gU3 ¥3I5d faHTdit &a1 It IS 17 Those students

who answered correctly were awarded the mark, but some students at the lower end of ability
range could not work out the meaning of the title.

Question 2
The vast majority of students managed to answer both parts of this question very well. Theéwere

required to provide two facts “SftiE Rfggeraferyrt ferfegy faarI” and “Sdedmiter3qmet
Ut fer feg s faard” | A small number of students could not answer the guestion but copied
some other phrases from the text.

Question 3
This question appeared to be very accessible. Students were asked what the effect of the polluted

water was on people and were expected to write “® Y3I&TS TaHTIMT € fIaTd I 93 I&”. The

vast majority of students managed to answer this question very well, and only a few students at the
lower end of the ability range were unable to do so.

Question 4
This question appeared to be very accessible and the vast majority of students answered it well.
Some students at the lower end of the ability range copied the sentences from the text and scored

marks. They were required to write that “wie-w 3w &t It faAHT ¥3H J Iremt g51”
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Question 5
This question was also very accessible and almost all students answered it well.

Question 6
A number of students found this question difficult and gave the wrong answer. They were required

to write “IZ IIMT B WS fgre3 2 d feg JaH HaeE 3 g9 A2 TS 17 Only a third of the
cohort were able to do this.

Question 7
The majority of students answered this question very well, with only a few students at the lower
end of the ability range failing to score the mark.

Question 8
This question appeared to be very challenging as a significant number of students answered only

one part of it. They wrote “8€ &8 € M3-eW1S ©f s 38T & J9-I8 8t Jad 13 8IS 17

and could not be awarded both marks.

Question 9
This question was answered very well by almost all students. Only a fewless able students could
not write the correct answer.

Question 10
This question appeared to be equally challenging to the equivalent questionin 2016, and a
significant number of students failed to score full marks. The common errors were made in parts

(iv) and (v) where JOHT —@Udé’)' and &HTEH — H18H were not attempted correctly Students
were often unable to make sentences using these words.

Insert 2 (")

Question 11
This question was demanding. The majority of students could not precisely express the two
feelings conveyed in the text and provided actions instead of feelings. They were expected to write

two out of these three sentences “HfTHTEWMTE T 3 &1 LR:RE] yHt It /|, B HfaHTs &t BeT
JI&T 91 9T TH 91 AHSEHT | and fF&TwiTde Hiee /it fa AHT 993 A5t 913 AfeTHT |

Some students at the upper end of the ability range answered this question very well.

Question 12

The majority of students scored good marks on this question. The objective of the question was to
assess students’ ability to understand the facts stated in the text and answer the question by
writing &, dTor ?. The majority of students scored 3/5 marks, while some at the upper ability end

scored full marks.
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Question 13
This question required students to write an antonym and use it in their own sentence. A significant
number of students answered appropriately and scored good marks, but some were unable to do

so. The most challenging part of this question appeared to be (ii) H3TdT (v) HIg3 |

Knowledge of grammar

Marks were awarded according to the quality of work produced by the students taking into account
all questions within Section 1. Particular attention was paid to Question 13 as it required students
to write their own sentences and gave them an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of
language and its application when writing independently. However, other questions also gave
students the opportunity to write answers using their own words, and this was taken into account
when awarding marks.

Section 2 Translation

The passage for translation into English was set on the topic of the Panjabilanguage’s importance,
with particular reference to how music played a part in the development of the language. Almost all
students understood the language, context and the content of the extract, and the overall demand
of the question was similar to that of the equivalent question in 2016. On the whole almost all
students made a good attempt at answering this question except a small number of students at the
lower end of the ability range. However, about half of students found the following words difficult to
translate:

Af$M™TE — culture

fef3T™ — history and
I13t fage™ - traditions.

Section 3 Essay

This task appeared to be equally accessible in comparison to last year and was attempted well by
almost all students. They were asked to write an article on the concept of wedding parties and
celebrations in expensive hotels and halls. Students were given five sub-headingsto stimulate
themto write their account and views by elaborating on them.

This task appeared to be very interesting as almost all students have had some immediate
experiences of attending wedding parties and, therefore, knowledge of the issues, advantages and
disadvantages associated with these big celebrations. The majority of students provided thorough
answers and elaborated very well on the points given. Their answers were interesting and
supported with real examples and logical opinions. These students managed to score good marks,
more able students and those in the middle of the ability range were able to produce good
language and scored reasonably good marks for their knowledge of grammar.

A few students at the lower end of the ability range had difficulties in addressing all points. A
number of them could not elaborate on some of the bullet points and therefore lost marks. Even
S0, the content of their essays were appropriate in the context of challenge set in the question, and
they were awarded some marks as they provided acceptable responses to some of the points
required. Even at the lower end, most students were able to justify their answers with their opinion
on the points given in the question.

50f6



www.xtrapapers.com
REPORT ON THE EXAMINATION — A-LEVEL PANJABI - PANJ1 - JUNE 2017

A few less able students produced very short answers, with a few not attempting this section at all.
These students’ knowledge of the Panjabi language appeared to be a barrier in this matter. Some
students at the lower end had a limited knowledge of Panjabi and could not spell simple words.
They had copied some sentences from the stimulus given in the paper to start the task in

Section 3, but their sentences were not structured appropriately. The common mistakes they made
were agreement of verb with singular, plural, masculine or feminine subjects and the sentence
ending.

Concluding remarks

On the whole the paper appeared to be fair, well balanced and equally accessible in comparison to
last year’s paper. Although most students demonstrated good knowledge of key vocabulary, there
was evidence of poor spelling and syntax error and difficulty using complex sentences in some
students’ essays. Teachers are advised to train students to read the questions carefully and make
sure they understand them. They should also be advised to answer the precise questions in
Section 1 rather than simply extracting matching statements from the text. Teachers should also
discuss how the language works in terms of grammatical structures with their studentsto help
them make the transition from GCSE to A-level.

In Section 3 students should be advised to read the rubric and the stimulus carefully, to understand
what they are required to write and howto elaborate on the points given, and to include their own
opinions. Where students are giving their opinion they should always justify it by giving some
sound and logical examples based on their immediate experiences.

Use of statistics

Statistics used in this report may be taken from incomplete processing data. However, this data still
gives a true account on how students have performed for each question.

Mark Ranges and Award of Grades

Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the Results Statistics
page of the AQA Website.
Converting Marks into UMS marks

Convertraw marks into Uniform Mark Scale (UMS) marks by using the link below.
UMS conversion calculator
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