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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alon gside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:

Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assess ed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thre sholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standard isation and monitoring
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation Meaning
Qf Credit for good language or content point

x Incorrect
LA ] Omission
(BOD] If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit of doubt’ is given.
[NeoD| If the examiner considers the answer to be more incorrect than correct, then ‘no benefit of the doubt’ is given.
LIR_] Irrelevant

@ Meaning unclear or illegible

a

[SEEN] Used to show that blank pages have been seen

Highlighter Highlight
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Annotation Meaning
On-page Wrong question number given by candidate
comment Used to explain adjustment of quality of language mark (Questions 3 and 4)
Off-page Used to make a holistic comment about the script
comment

/

Word limit, do not credit content beyond this point (Question 5)
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1 General Marking Notes

1.1 Annotation of scripts in RM Assessor

Question 1 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.
Indicate a correct answer with a tick.
Do not annotate incorrect answers.

Question 2 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.
Indicate a correct answer with a tick.
Do not annotate incorrect answers.

Questions Content marks

3and 4 e Annotate each correct point with a tick OR a tick + BOD (benefit of doubt).

Quality of Language mark

Use a cross for incorrect points as necessary.

Use the highlighting tool to highlight any words which are lifted from the reading passage.

The following abbreviations may also be useful:

IR irrelevant

? unclear

A omission / something missing

RM Assessor adds up the total number of times that you have used the tick and the total will appear beneath the
tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) for each item in the mark input box.

If any of the sub-questions ((a), (b), (c) etc) have scored zero for content, insert an on-page comment after the last
sub-question and type in the details of the Quality of Language mark, e.g.:
5-2=3
OR
minus 1
Then enter the Quality of Language mark in the mark input box for
Question 3L / Question 4L.
If no adjustment needs to be made to the Quality of Language mark, enter the mark in the mark input box without
annotating the script.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 6 of 24



8689/22 Cambridge International AS Level — Mark Scheme October/November 2025
PUBLISHED
Question 5 If the answer exceeds 140 words, highlight the 141st word to show the end of the response to be marked.

Summary

¢ Annotate each correct point with a tick OR tick + BOD up to a maximum of 10 ticks.

e Use across as necessary.

e RM Assessor adds up the total number of times that you have used the tick and the total will appear beneath the
tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) in the mark input box for Question 5(a).

Personal Response

o Enter the mark for Personal Response in the mark input box for Question 5(b).

¢ Note: If the Personal Response cannot be marked because it comes after the 140-word limit, award a mark of 0,
not NR.

Quality of Language

e Enter the mark for Quality of Language in the mark input box for Question 5L.

1.2 Final batch return deadline: all scripts to be marked by xxx.
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2 General Marking Principles

2.1 Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the Detailed Mark Scheme provided on the following pages. You will
need to consider all alternative answers and unexpected approaches in candidates' scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate
the required elements, in consultation with the Principal Examiner/Product Manager if necessary, and award marks accordingly.

2.2 Crossing out:
(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct.

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. (NB A ‘second
attempt’ could just be one word.)

2.3 Annotation used in marking:

(a) BOD = Benefit of the Doubt and is used to indicate material considered by the Examiner and judged to be more correct than incorrect:
the benefit of the doubt is given to the candidate and the mark is awarded.
(b) ” = to indicate where something which is key to the response is missing.

2.4 No response and '0"' marks
There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor.

Award NR (No Response):

e If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or

e If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 'can’t do' or 'don’t know') or
e If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark).

Award O:

e If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or any
working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not.
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Detailed Mark Scheme
Section 1
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question
1@ | emwisHid - Smenio 1
10) | Qe - GamuLd 1
1©  |s@meow - QELE 1
1d) | Gsab - 2.L6d 1
e)  |fPw - Gmdw 1
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 2
2@ | Qg - aTaTESG SumTS QFHHWITE) 1
2(b) | geueld - FMLEGLCUTE SeuetTd CousTuHLD 1
20©) | pOINEBSHET - RGN FLOWIHSIGHELD 1
565115 & 6vfllmenT BLOLNSHMES6T 2_6v01(h
2d) |2 emyWITL 6D - SIUEHEES H6ug CHTLHWIL 6T 1
2 empuimT(Reug WIGa|Dd Nig&ELD
2(€) | Q&S - ABTEELSBTLAUND QFUIS ST 1
EUTH & ST SH6IT
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 3
3@ | wpseomd usHUND AW LUTL GG 3

BLTSHHIDCUITS)| LDTEEEUTSHEIT 6T60T60T ClFIIEUSTEHS

FaMLUILIL (HerTerng)?

A 8§ SIEUTE (DEBHEME LIS S 6L6TII6woILD 1

o_6IT6NT60TI.
B &6v Dmewieu&Hen S0 LSS HhisaTled 1

G@MHIUYUSemeT NenfeUnsd 61(h&EHMTTSH6N.

C e TEIOT&HET GMeOUNED 0 1
601615 & 6LI6TUTCIIILD  SILDTTHGHIENT6UTI].
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Question

Answer

Marks

Not Allowed Responses

3(b)

@reLmbd ugSHuNesrLig AU Sy 6076060631
QG BLSSHIDCUTS| J6iT SleuTH QFmLpleLFTy
Smemd (1 (PeugId Ceuefiu@EdSUUL TS
2_6WI6Y LOMEUIEUTHEL&HGHSH CHTeoTMILIZ]?

3

A saurg (P& WL (KD DTGNS EhSSS
Q3HHS.

B SleU] 6ThEG QUHSHMIT 6T60TLIG)
LOMEOTEN TS E5HGSS S FILITE).

C SlaurGH MSHUTIEL 6T6OT6N 2 616G 6T6uTLIG)
SUTEHESHGS QSIS

3(c)

2 W HSMHUILLD @Q(bH&I L6568 (EhF6L
QUHSCUTGH LOGIOIGT 6TLLIGLLILL

2 _GWII6USBEHSHE Y OMTEITITEN? CLOGTTMIMTLD LI SHlevLl
SlGLILEOLWITSHS Q&Tw(H NenL&6n6s & (hHs.

A GLpLULD

B &hgeneur

C &6U6M6D

D Geusmeouiled HeUeID CFNIHS (LPlgUITS
&60T60LD
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses

3(d) | preaMd LUSHUNL QAFLIHSMENE HTH SIS 3
Q&TETEBHLD H6oTemLd TUMMTL CaumIL(HLD 6T6oTM)
SaMLILIL (hereng)?

A 6IGQIM(H BHL(HEDL LI SIET0IE (LPEOMSET 1

B 66UQeUMh BU(HEDLILI HLOLNGHEN&SE6IT 1

C  e6UQeUM(, UL I UTNEMS (HEMMEET | !

3€) | Qo usHufsirg. GBLOU 2 DEBEDSG ST 2
gou@BLd UL aNiflgeLsHEh&HES GMIEHEFUISILI
LfILOTMHMRIGET 6TLLIGS SHTJ6IILONS 2 6T6rT60r?

A 219555 Cauamev SHTEUIOTHL Li6v 1
QuUOCOMI&ET QeLELGHH MG Cleuafumed
A®HG HLOG LN6T60)61S (ErhL 63T
GMIEHFUISHmeT SMILLEDMTTSH6T. Q&)
2 MeUSEHSHH ML UNEL NFlFNI5HE S
SMJEUUILONS HMDEMG).

B @&6Tmed Neemena@nhld 1
GMIECIFILISHEREHGL LLPSIL CUTHDMTEET.
Q5 2 meysEr&EAmLUTNL aNflFesHE s
SMJEUUILONS HMDEMG).
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Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]

5 Very good

Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions,
word order).

4 Good

Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound

Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language

Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark.

The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers.

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not
determine the Quality of Language mark.

Identify the answer(s) scoring O for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks avail able for each of
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:

Total Content marks available on questions
where a candidate scores 0

Reduce Quality of Language mark by:

2-3 1
4-5 2
6-7 3
8-14 4

15 5

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks
only if 0 Content marks).

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025
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Section 2
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 4
4@ | (eHed UGHUNL GELDL ShGS S 6TTHEhHE 2| gGasmid Q@ AL WRISEHSHGL Letalger
AemL_ulev QBIHSHD Q6TENLO6MUI @\6M6ETT(EhITSH6NT QILPHIG S

6TULIGE FTHEHLONE 61(HSHISHCSTETH DT SH6IT?

A BNEHGUUSHE 1
B @emanughHed Cuyn QFvaNBeusmn@ @ |
EUMLILILITS
C GMIEGAFLASERSHGSL LPSHLIGCUTE 6L 1
4b) | @yeuLmbd usHuNesiiy 2158 Gy 3

GMIECIFILS&HaTleL QFvai(heugl 6THS
QUMSSaTL QenerieoufsHeneTl LTSHSHMGI?
C6TMI H(HHHISHmens GMILIN(HS.

A 2 MHETHEL @ELEVMOE QBLILG 1

B &ewad QeumiliLeuonjey 1

C e FHwmest uTHLLSEHHE L-L{HEH60 1
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses

4©) | eetrmmid uSHuNetTLIG Qemevorieul QFLIGL] 4
uFLTOMSSHISSG TUCUTGILD LIPS LIGLITsDT
@emaTEpI&eT MMEUTHEHL 6T (NS LITTSHSILI
CUEEUSHI6L 6TEUEUMBUITEIT SJLORIGED 6T

1T SIS MITTSH6IT?

A OHODOWUTECTT(H &80T &ML [JL&Emern 1
CLMQASTETEUSMEGS Qemearnileuf&ern
& WIS S 60T &H6T

B QuTg QL RsaNd aumjsHemnssHemend 1

Camysgil CU&EIS| HlqeulDns 2 6Tang)

C Ganswmer HapallearCUTS @6mern(hjser 1
2 e FHGemen GeualLiLI(hS FleusleL
SOOI SH6MmE (&6MMIHSHEUTHENTE 2_6IT6T6uTI)

D welsisEpLe gHUBD NFENmESHERES | |
s QsTRUUSDHEGS &WIRIGHMTISET
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses

4d) | prstramd usEHUNGTLY GSMIEGHAFUIS (LOMSET 3| gGamib cETMIGGEL LeTaflG6n aupmISe|LD
uenefl&afled QemenEpisHemen sTelaTm)
LTS &S TMEI? JCHMID cLp6Tm GSMILILSHED6TS
Fo. M.

A U$sS eumflliug Hme GonHms) 1

B ULLILMHMEL Hmedr wHAN Curdmg |

C apSs Il Nempuebeons 6P Id Hmeir 1
LD (LISl &SLILIGE M G

D m&QW(psE Ffleveormned CUTAME 1

E  eNJeLa6r ipaleusmHGL LSTne s L &8 |
(DS HIGHM6N S(LPSHSHLI LIPS L 601

4e) | @ADL LGHUND CHBSS Cpyme 3
9 _6MIJUITL_6LGH6IT 6T6UEUEHIGUITETT [H60T6DILD &60)6NS
QeETHSGL 6160TM| FamLILIL (HerTerns).

A 2. maEm) NFEAMaTSHEHSHGS STalns 1
Sl6nLDULD

B @@meau(heHGLemLUuNeomest HLOLN&m&S6nLL 1
6UENIT &G LD

C 2 meysmentl LLILGGSID 1
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Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]

5 Very good

Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions,
word order).

4 Good

Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound

Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 19 of 24



8689/22

Cambridge International AS Level — Mark Scheme
PUBLISHED

October/November 2025

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language

Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark.

The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers.

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not
determine the Quality of Language mark.

Identify the answer(s) scoring O for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks avail able for each of
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:

Total Content marks available on questions
where a candidate scores 0

Reduce Quality of Language mark by:

2-3 1
4-5 2
6-7 3
8-14 4

15 5

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks
only if 0 Content marks).

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025
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Question 5
Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response)
Writing within the maximum length is part of the task, and candidates who remain within the limit (140 words in total) deserve credit.

Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line.
If the piece is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely.
Highlight the 141st word to show the end of the response to be marked.
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Question

Answer

Marks

Not Allowed Responses

Content marks — Summary
Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this ex ercise, but excessive
reliance on the text will reduce the language mark.
The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points):

1

© 00 N O

5@ | emIerQFLS eweold Q&WIu|Ld

&(h& SILUFLTHMEHTEL JOLGBLD FemLDS6iT
61606 6T60TLIEMS LGS 1-DMMID UGS 2-8
gLl witss Qamen® QSTGSSHSH 6T1(LDSIS.

SHOUMITEST 2_6U0NT606U €2(IH 6L (15 &G 61T
QaT(HLUILIEITEUTS {6MILD U|LD

erdlev Cgefaierenwenit gOUBSHSHILD
uev Gaenallgsemend CHTHMIONGHGLD
AU (S ML UTNLTET 2 MenaLll LTHESS
Q&I I6LEVSHTEH A (HSHGLD

QEWIHIL UMM &eummSL

L& Q STeTernLiLIL 60MmLD

geupmen Ufibgienmsnel goHUGSSILD
Cuess Smend UTHSSLLIGSE TDE]

2 a6 &My LUTSLILSEHEHE ULPIEGSHELD
QAMTHMGHMaTsH CaHMIHGHIL CUEeuSeL

QL gaur@®

10 QWSS Fifleveomned GCUTEETMF)

Any relevant points specifically answering this question,
other than these ten points can also be considered by the
markers and given appropriate points.

10
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Question

Answer

Marks

Not Allowed Responses

Content marks — Response to the Text
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and
the ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners.

5(b)

Very good

Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element
of flair and imagination, a capacity to express a
personal point of view.

Good
Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates,
but work still shows an ability to express a range of
ideas, maintain interest and respond to the issues
raised.

Sound

A fair level of interest and ideas. May concentrate
on asingle issue, but there is still a response to
ideas in the text.

Below average

Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum. May
disregard the element of response to the text, and
write a largely unrelated free-composition.

0-1 Poor

Few ideas to offer on the theme. Banal and

pedestrian. No element of personal response to the
text. Repeated error.

5

2 6315 QUMDEHMEHUNED GSMICHRAFUIS &FMHS
SHSHIILRLIHOLD €S eTe)
(PSSIDTENTS| 6T60TLIENS Q65 S 5.
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Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]
5 Very good
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions,
word order).
4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.
3 Sound
Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.
2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.
0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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