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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 7180/01
Writing

Key messages

To do well on this paper, candidates should:

write accurately, and clearly

use a wide range of vocabulary and structures

provide a range of well-developed ideas

make sure their essays are relevant to the chosen topic, well organised and coherent.

General comments

The strongest essays demonstrated clear and thoughtful planning. This resulted in well-structured, effective,
and engaging pieces of writing, whether in the form of a letter, report, descriptive, narrative, or discursive
text, characterised by precise and convincing detail. The text was organised into coherent paragraphs, each
contributing to the overall development of ideas and enhancing the clarity and impact of the writing.

Candidates are reminded not to use expressions from English, "3 ol e ...l A" or starting a

sentence with L or include poems that have no connection with the essay’s theme.

Writing overly long responses could lead to more language mistakes and overly short responses affect
the result. Candidates are advised to write within the required wordcount.

An introduction to all writing genres is important, and it is advised to keep them brief to introduce the topic,
then start with the core subject. Responses with overly long introductions or general information could affect
the result negatively.

Errors in spelling and grammar were common, especially with relative clauses and neglecting the
accusative case when using \ilsals o' i "ilsals i< which featured in many scripts.

General spelling and grammar mistakes to avoid
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Comments on specific questions

Section A
Question 1

This question proved to be the most popular in Section A. Many candidates attempted it and generally
produced detailed and well-structured responses, demonstrating that they were well-prepared to address the
task. Candidates made effective use of language, vocabulary, and grammar, adhering to the appropriate
conventions of letter writing. The strongest responses typically began with a concise introduction, followed by
a clear and engaging account of the activities in which the writer participated. These responses often
conveyed personal feelings, opinions, and specific experiences related to the sports event. They concluded
with a brief but appropriate closing. Less successful responses tended to focus too heavily on general
descriptions of the event, or steps leading to the event, with only minimal reference to the candidate’s
personal involvement. In some cases, excessive spelling errors hindered candidates from achieving higher
marks. It is recommended that candidates be encouraged to focus closely on the specific requirements of the
question. In particular, they should ensure the body of the letter addresses their own participation in the
sporting activity.

Question 2

Very few candidates selected this question in Section A. Among the successful responses, several
demonstrated a sound understanding of report writing by including a clear title, a concise introduction, a
discussion on the importance of reducing the number of cars in large cities, an outline of the associated
disadvantages, and a concluding suggestion or recommendation. Some responses addressed only a single
aspect of the question, which limited the candidates’ ability to attain higher marks for content.

Section B
Question 3

This was the second popular question in Section B. The strongest responses to the descriptive writing task
demonstrated a confident and effective use of sensory detail and rhetorical language to vividly portray a
tourist destination. Candidates who performed well began their descriptions with a short introduction which
immersed the reader directly into the setting. They skilfully evoked atmosphere through the senses (sight,
sound, smell, and touch) and employed figurative devices such as similes, metaphors, and personification to
enhance the imagery. These responses often conveyed a clear mood and engaged the reader, enabling
them to visualise and emotionally connect with the place described. Some less successful responses tended
to adopt a more narrative style, focusing on events rather than detailed description. These candidates often
began with overly extended introduction before arriving at the main setting, followed by a list-like account of
activities undertaken at the location. The use of descriptive language was limited, resulting in less immersive
and impactful descriptive writing.

Question 4

This was the third most popular question in Section B. Strong responses demonstrated a clear ability to craft
a compelling narrative, beginning with the discovery of a mysterious letter written in an unfamiliar language
while in a library. These responses effectively built suspense and intrigue, gradually unfolding events that led
to a well-developed climax, often involving decoding the message, revealing a hidden truth, or unleashing an
unexpected consequence. Successful texts maintained a coherent structure with a clear beginning, middle,
and end, using linking words and narrative devices to guide the reader smoothly through the story. In
contrast, less successful responses tended to simply list events without developing a central plot or
establishing a sense of narrative progression. Some also included irrelevant details or diverted completely
from the focus of the prompt, thereby weakening the impact of their storytelling.

Question 5

This was the most popular question in Section B. A number of strong responses to this discursive writing
task on whether learning online or at school is better demonstrated a clear understanding of the topic by
addressing both sides of the argument. These responses presented balanced viewpoints supported by
relevant examples, with well-structured paragraphs and effective use of linking devices. Furthermore, they
employed a varied and appropriate vocabulary, incorporating a few well-chosen idioms to enhance
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expression without overwhelming the reader. Less successful responses often focused too heavily on only
one side of the debate, which limited the depth of discussion and affected overall content marks. Some
responses lacked clarity due to overlapping ideas and poor paragraphing, making it difficult to follow the
writer’s reasoning. Additionally, overuse of idioms or irrelevant content occasionally detracted from the
effectiveness and focus of the text, and in some responses, there was a lot of repetition and re-writing of the
same idea.
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ARABIC

Paper 7180/02
ac |gdllg B¢} Rl

S all Fia Leiny (DUl abina Jsliia 8 (1) J¥) meadll OIS Lple (< Bliee (DUl olal IS 38 (a8 l) s3gd V1 Al 2 o3a of Las
SO mad G Gias e 388 caelsall and o(z) N anaal) ) Ll Gl U gie G ()

2iad 50 28,50 Aleal) Ldkal LAlall cld ALY e de sana Epiie Lial aud JS (acaly Cum duadhy aludl D0 (g 340 220 Calln

(22 10) 10-1 Al Pla e Slaahyall (Ol agd 238 1(1) Js¥) ausdl) @
(3502 30) 22-11 A8l Ps e 5l i g e S 1) LB anidl) @
(2a010)  25-23 Al DA Ge 2elsill & OO @llga will 1(g) Gl anidl) o

s 21l g pelal Gadl) Ol Aallad 13ia dasgias dacaly AL cilS L Lsally Aasssially Lle) sl lgise apan Jadil ALY Craada
Slla) a3 Liseaa O (ga el daly cAusadl) aclgdl) Al g abys odlld aa o agd Blge o U Laa cBel@l) ad 8 dalas
aaa

clbalyal) — (1) anidd)
10-1 ALy

O Y Asenaall Claahall maaly agh () lla) (e waall Ly clgagiags bl AEGY) Cacd) . pudl 138 3 acia 2lal (DUl gl

o o LY O s Ml ol bl 5 "Cha il G shls a5 gl 8 Laldy ccliaball (e B eas o OO ians
A Cppaleal e iy Aulaall agingd e Olae e Tgadie) Losie Bhla Gila) COUAN (s o8 LS Caanl ZalS] CaalyeS " ikl (455
Jlall 8 138 IS Al slall 3 5l Jiall 8 GOl deany Lee Glaal Calias 38 llg cdiaal) oaadl) dapell A2 axdiy olaia¥) of e
Aagll 8" elsal AS Y "l ol "elsal’ o Gmad) lal ¢ elial! AT GaaleS " 3lalia’ Aaaall LlaY) ellac] (1o Yo 7 o) Jlgudl b
bl ) SN aa3ad L peadl)

td)u‘ e@ﬁ - (6—1) ‘a-uﬂ\

22-11 asud

Cun candll 130 3 Digea SV 58 20 a8 Jliedl S .z Loy ALY alies o BY) cadiy DUl alies Jsbite 35 Sgas pgdll i oIS
Ol DU (aey Glal ¢ aylans) ey JB ipg sl ol BaY) e Yoy el sl Galhsd ady " eDlaall Ciagion 4 Gacl Laghs 5eld ks

da b 2ol Jie ALlS dla) Glad e Wl L Dlaadl’ 5 " Jlaadl’ 5l s G Ishald agil el cellig saaall Ll a3 sl gyl
SalS Legh jelal alllall () Alall sda 3 "ady 13a il aly cAad i a8 ¢ eDlaal) Uil iy Julin ) (ool Laa cBakaal) Liladl

o5 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2025




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education (9-1)
7180 Arabic June 2025
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

L) AalS) et ol Adsaal) LAY s o V) cania <0 4l lalal GO (g S Ve o e a2l es (14 o8, lsud) b
sl olasdy ALlS e Ala) ) ool Lae o(3adall/S1ST))

e o=l Lo sag Lula) okt cligngsl) alasial oyt ecilSl B0 dgas agd Ol (ge Bagale sae el 3 (16 a3y Jlgeal] Aol Lol
S et Vs A agle camy S gl dsn gl b die asly COURD LS Gy L)l b miage g8 LS dgeatll il indl)
Nl Y gl " aad L agiilal adal Baaly dayy (DUl (e el 39 . il and JE Y

e oued Ao pgall ki A3 (e "(ggimall’ 8 ALISH Alall e OO aline Jeas ¢pail) padle Jon 22 a8 Jlgedls Glat Lo
lenas ol ol (e danat) S G e atalaae¥ @lldg e DUl Gans U8 e Lails Gga (S0 ol "Balll' and 51 V) ccliss )l sl sy
b GO AR) Jaas 1 s Jalg )l ) Glsd (adlal) i) Glliy L (alall agaghl alasiad of andl) G50 ¢l Lalas (<8 e

.

A8 sk Jan platialy lgsal stilly slgll Cipn e Jalily sl Jlanly el IS Cljagll A0S Al 283 3 AaLall a1 e IS,
Cuigally 3l ilea iy waat b dugaia OO Gans daly WS ol sy 3 (9l paill pgumy o A Las caiill cldle (e
sEujA C.\y‘sjn ua:u” ).\'.'\t.‘ s‘);i (2 C.\l:\}.\‘i)ﬂ C_I\.cwj ‘Q\Syj‘)lb ccalalaad) qu E)LJ:\?” e Lo Y 4whﬂ\ qu ng Laa (Csa ds.&.l

.uﬁ\:‘muj ”4-;’1)*.:‘” O é‘)ﬂﬂ ‘}c'l));’ @jj ‘u‘;;gu‘9 Hﬁu L_E);‘M ?‘A;'Lu‘ O ‘jkhj

"W e Jlad J<e Jay chle s GllS et ddayl) @lga 13 Glal (Ul (e € 23e el coda jilacall ciliaad (e a2l e (S

Brilae Siaia (05 of i s tlleal) 13500 o Tt Capall 130 el of ais Y 1() bl i pladiad) o Aae Alaadle llia
B0 gl Qs el A AWK

Jie padldl) a3 423 @bl Tgaatind agl @lly cglhall LS axe 1y jglas OOl Gans o 5 (a1 Aaadle ) slil) s WS
coats (il Al il aas e Bl 5 ds cpmdlall o il (6l i ¥ cliall s3a "y Al ¢85 e et of g lass V'
coail) Dyl Bl (el ) §habe JESYL DU

=5l = (g) puadd
25-23 A

i O Lasly dusra SV sa et e ghall 138 IS cDUall Bl Dl S ¢ laie¥) e peill 138 s 31 G sgiiall GO (gl
celgdll and 8 dageia lsgaly gl g 8 (sl

tebeclly dagaam aclil shial il AalE L Ly

e cainan 5SSl Bl o (gt dlas ol of o Jlgad) Isaghy 2S5 2l (3 DU G S a3 ai o ()25 Jpuad) 0
Sl e Yy il Gia 4858 8 5 8 e dana e Als) ellae] 5 ey O 1

o Y "Hagall sdgr 50y sl Ol (e panl) Glal ¢l Jga ()25 Jpeadl b - Liad USa3 (1)24 Jlgedly ()25 el i @
Sas) e aalay

Sl S e (caail) dlla) dssaall dugaill Alal) Guliis dagall "G sk wasT B Ligraa DD 4sls (1124 Jed) s @

gl 3 sllaall Jgmiaall paasl Leeills Y ISy (Blanaly il oy Gyl DUl alaiog o ¢()235 ()23 cnllpal ol @
Sala’ e Yy s Il R ARl (O e el Glal 38 (£)25 Jgad) 8 bl iyl Glaty Las Ll (925

'8 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2025




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education (9-1)
7180 Arabic June 2025
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

fb Leslehe OO o ¢ i) b acloill and 8 Jumdl @ilags e Jgeanll o
g oilaYl gaa) culS gl s el mie miiaall oK DL Il Gaill diae Gila) slhe] Clai e
(27 1) 24 Qdl 8 LS Dyl Aal)) ol Alaal) e AT el juin s e

Llinal) Auauall 3 g cppalaall Lale guibias

Aals L Lasd LAY 13g] peadla dlac Y Aall) se ) B 8 3 seadl (e 3y dall () salaall (S0 () 308 (om0 4] 03l 5 S0 i) e GV ey
lgdde SSUA ay Al OVl Gany

e I (1)24 Qg e Ipsms ol DU (o ainell 5 i llaly 005 "lsaly O el e Sl e

e IS5 ()25 gl ()25 Jipad) e DU (n aall Cama o Eam Ul 5 "ol A J Al S e Chsll o
e US55 ()23 Jledls ()23 Jliad) o s A DU iy f i By aniill G B s

O Gty gLl gyl e el das e

Al g tdeagl lecal mmall alasiad oY) e

imall QU] (50 lhal s Ld Ll (s JIaiicls Byaumd (g 5ol e llall oyt o agall (g colaia¥) e (5AY) aLudDU ducally
plasiad QI ed ¢ pantll) aud b L LAY 08 s A8GY) QI i o agall (el cog el agh auis sl Lasds - pail) (0 3s0aial)
¥l palll L asase s b delua salel A8 ) (sa 05 Of e WS 5 Tl aladialy cilyjial) aosii g (OSRY) 508 Galdll agslad

o5 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2025




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education (9-1)
7180 Arabic June 2025
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

ARABIC

Paper 7180/02
Reading and Grammar

General comments

Considering this is the first year for this paper, the candidates’ performance was very good overall. Section
A was accessible to most candidates, Section B presented a moderate challenge, whereas Section C, the
grammar section, was very challenging for some candidates.

The question paper consisted of three main sections. Each section included a text followed by a set of
related questions. The total mark for the paper is 50.

e  Section A assessed candidates’ understanding of synonyms through Questions 1 to 10 (10 marks).
e  Section B focused on reading comprehension through Questions 11 to 22 (30 marks).
e  Section C evaluated grammar skills through Questions 23 to 25 (10 marks).

The questions were designed to engage candidates across all abilities: high, middle, and low. They were
clear and well understood by most candidates who performed well, especially in the reading section, showing
a good comprehension skill. However, although the grammar questions were also clear, many candidates
struggled to give correct answers.

Section A — Synomyms
Questions 1-10

Candidates demonstrated a strong performance in this section. The questions were largely straightforward,
and many responses indicated a clear understanding of the lexical equivalents. However, some were

unsuccessful with specific items, particularly in Question 5, as they were getting confused between _aai and
il OF oyl when the answer should be ciail as a synonym of cuwwsl. Some other candidates gave a

wrong answer when they relied on meanings from their local dialect. Teachers should emphasise that the
exam uses Modern Standard Arabic which sometimes can be different from what students hear at home or in

daily life. This was the case with Question 7, so instead of giving the correct answer 3kli, some answered
with ¢lsal or o2 because in Egyptian dialect the word <lsal is used to refer to bl

Section B — Reading Comprehension
Questions 11-22

The comprehension passage was also accessible to most candidates and most questions were answered
successfully. The most challenging question in this section was Question 20 where the question required a
closer reading and understanding because it targets the clients and not the workers of the banks. So, instead

of answering that the robot ‘reduced their waiting time’ Uy i, Ji | they replied that the robot ‘helped solve
complex cases’ sindl claladll ds & aa2cle @nd in doing so, it was evident that they got the meaning of the

words Jlall and <Slll mixed up. Those who gave a full answer as ‘helped solve complex cases which led to

reducing the clients’ waiting time’ were awarded a mark. It was not considered ‘lifting’ on this occasion
because it showed full understanding.

In Question 14, although a considerable number of candidates answered this question correctly, some
weaker responses did not include the key word (4alall/=S\l), resulting in an incomplete answer and missing
out on the mark.
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As for Question 16, a notable number of candidates misunderstood the author's viewpoint, interpreting the
use of robots as a positive development, which contradicts the intended negative meaning as outlined in the
mark scheme. Candidates also should be reminded that when the question asks about an opinion, they
should first answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ before moving on to give the justification. Some candidates missed out on
one mark by not answering ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ first.

When it comes to Question 22 about the summary of the text, most candidates were able to score full marks
on ‘Content’ by highlighting five positive features of using robots. However, the ‘Language’ was not always
successful with some candidates. This is because some relied on listing or bullet pointing the main ideas
from the text and did not use their own style. The summary was sometimes lacking the use of good
connectors which makes their language flow smoothly.

Common errors in the accuracy of language are the misspelling of hamzas, missing the Tanween, confusing
the ‘h’ and Taa marboutah and using long sentences with no punctuation which affected the clarity for the
reader. Some candidates struggled to correctly identify and apply the masculine and feminine pronouns,

leading to confusion, particularly when referring to inanimate objects, robots, and group of robots il «cis: )l
cligng )l « W) gLyl In other words, some considered the robot feminine and were confused between using
the pronouns ‘he’ and ‘she’ and did not consider the difference between ‘buying it’ and ‘maintaining it’.

But, despite these pronoun challenges, a good number of candidates generally demonstrated a good
command of cohesive devices, effectively using linking words and phrases such as ‘Laf’ (also) and ‘ asLayl
& (in addition to), ‘<l e 3e’ (Moreover) and so on, in order to connect sentences and ideas within their

summaries. The source text itself was well-chosen, featuring a contemporary theme and a clear, accessible
phrasing, which likely aided candidates in their overall comprehension.

A slight observation on the use of the conjunction s (and): this should not appear independently or stand
alone in a phrase; it must be immediately connected with the word that follows it, without any space.

Another observation to be aware of is that a few candidates exceeded the number of words required. This is
because some of them used cliché phrases at the start of the summary like aaladl cli)) (o juics glss y"
"1 These phrases do not add any effect to the summary and work against the word count. Therefore,
candidates are advised to go straight to the main points.

Section C — Grammar
Questions 23-25

The high performing candidates did well in this section of the exam, but for the rest of the candidates this
proved to be the most challenging part in the whole exam. It was noted that even candidates who performed
well in the summary question, struggled with this grammar section.

Here is a list of what was the most challenging parts of grammar:

e Question 25(a): a high number of candidates were unsuccessful in extracting 1<sll and understood the
question as meaning that any sentence with +<s 52l would be correct, such as ‘¥ or ‘. Hence giving an
incorrect answer as lis [uia 4345, 4 <5 25 4 instead of s

e Question 25(b) and Question 24~(a) were also challenging. In Question 25(b) on ‘reasoning’, many
candidates answered 4ol oie 2a ¥/ sedinstead of 4l e 43kl and in Question 24(a) candidates

struggled to identify the delayed subject of ‘inna’ and apply the correct grammatical mark ending on Ui,
e Question 23(b) and Question 23(c): candidates got confused or could not differentiate between simile

and metaphor sl 4l and in Question 25(d) about the absolute effect 5ha)/ Jseiol. On a slightly
lower scale, candidates were not able to identify the adverb of time correctly in Question 25(c), so
many candidates answered 1<« instead of lalua.
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To achieve better grades in the grammar section candidates also need to be aware that they should:

e Avoid giving two different answers to the same question. The examiner cannot award a mark even if
one of the answers is correct.
e Avoid changing other parts of the sentence except the required word as in Question 24(a)—(d).

General advice for teachers and candidates for future series

It is now evident from the above comments that it is highly recommended that teachers dedicate more efforts
on grammar in preparing their candidates for this exam. Here is a list of some areas to focus on:

. Practise grammar rules of Wilsals oIS & \ilsals &), as many candidates did not answer Question 24(a)
correctly.

. Practise grammar structures of "aclgils a<sil and "Jasall ", as many candidates did not answer Question
25(a) and Question 25(b) correctly.

. Learn the difference between simile and metaphor 5.1y 4831, as some candidates did not answer

Question 23(b) and Question 23(c) correctly.
e Learn more about adverbs of time and adverbs of place J\Sall <as ks ola ) sk,

e Pay attention to the correct use of relative pronouns: il ¢ s, etc.

For other parts of the exam, it is important that candidates practise reading short texts and replace some
words within them with synonyms without losing the intended meaning of the text. And for the reading
comprehension part, it is important that candidates read the questions well before answering. In the
summary section, candidates should use their own style as much as possible, varying the vocabulary and
using good connectors. They should have the confidence to paraphrase what is in the original text rather
than rely on lifting. Finally, candidates should adhere to the word count of 80—100 words as much as
possible.
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