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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level 
descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question  

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do  

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.  

 
                                                               
 
  



0531/01 Cambridge IGCSE – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 
2025  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 3 of 9  
 

Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to 
one another. Examiners are trained during the standardisation process on how and when to use 
annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standard isation and monitoring processes 
and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. 
The meaning of annotations and how they are used is specific to each component and is understood 
by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may 
see on copies of scripts. Note that there may not be a direct correlation between the number of 
annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation  Meaning  

  

Credit for good language or good content point  

  

Incorrect  

  

Omission  

  

Unclear meaning or illegible  

  

If  the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benef it of  
doubt’ is given.  

  

If  the examiner considers the answer to be more incorrect than correct, then ‘no 
benef it of  the doubt’ is given.  

  

Harmless addition: used if  the candidate extends their answer, without contradicting or 
invalidating the response.  

  

Repetition  

  

Used if  the candidate includes material in their answer which contradicts the correct 
answer, and therefore invalidates their response.  

  

Used to show that blank pages have been seen and any creditworthy material has 
been awarded  

Off Page 
Comment  

Used by the examiner to make a holistic comment to any reviewing examiner 
about the script  
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Cambridge IGCSE IsiZulu as a Second Language Paper 1 Reading and Writing tests the following 
Assessment Objectives:  
 
Reading  
R1 demonstrate understanding of specific factual information  
R2 demonstrate understanding of the connections between the ideas, opinions and attitudes  
R3 identify and select details for a specific purpose  
R4 demonstrate understanding of implied meaning  
 
Writing  
W1 communicate information, ideas and opinions  
W2 organise ideas into coherent text using a range of linking devices  
W3 use a range of appropriate grammatical structures and vocabulary  
W4 use appropriate register and style for the given purpose and audience 
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Umsebenzi 1 
 

Question Answer Marks 

1 e-Afrika 1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

2 sigcina amanzi esiqwini saso/ngaphakathi. 
Do not accept simunca amanzi ngeimpande. It is not a complete answer.  

1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

3 siwukudla okunomsoco kakhulu 1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

4 Yisithelo esomela esihlahleni 1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

5 Amafutha enza isikhumba sabo sibe bushelelezi. 1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

6 • zinikeza ukudla ezilwaneni/ izindlovu 

• zigcina amanzi ahlanzekile asetshenziswa yizilwane 

• kusakazwa imbewu  
• zehlisa ukuguguleka komhlabathi 

• zinikeza umthunzi nendawo yokuhlala 
 
(any three) 

3 

 
Umsebenzi 2 
 

Question Answer Marks 

7(a) C  1 

7(b) B  1 

7(c) A 1 

7(d) D  1 

7(e) B  1 

7(f) A  1 
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Question Answer Marks 

7(g) B 1 

7(h) C  1 

7(i) D 1 

 
Umsebenzi 3 
 

Question Answer Marks 

8 Award one mark for each acceptable response, up to a maximum of 3 
marks:  
 

• Bangafinyelela imfundo nokuqeqeshwa bekwezinye izindawo zezwe 
nasemhlabeni jikelele / bangafunda noma yini/ bangafunda noma kuphi 
(All fall under the same category and will be awarded one mark)  

• Ukwazi nokuhlonipha amasiko abanye abantu. 

• Amakilasi anenani labafundi eliphansi anokusebenzisana okwengeziwe 
phakathi kontanga nosolwazi ababafundisayo. 

• Ehlisa izindleko/ Kubiza kancane.  
 
(any three) 

3 

 

Question Answer Marks 

9 Award one mark for each acceptable response, up to a maximum of 4 
marks:  
 

• kunzima ukubona umfundi onenkinga noma ongasiqondisisi isifundo. 

• Kulula ukuphazamiseka (yizinkundla zokuxhumana nezokuzijabulisa). 
• Izingozi zezempilo (zomzimba, zengqondo, ukukhuluphala, ukungalali 

kakhle). 

• Kuholela kumzwangedwa. 

• Baphuthelwa ukuthuthukisa amakhono okuxhumana kwezenhlalonhle 
kanye nawomuntu uqobo lwakhe. 

 
(any four) 

4 
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Umsebenzi 4 
 

Question Answer Marks 

10 A 1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

11 A  1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

12 B  1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

13 C  1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

14 C  1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

15 B 1 

 
Umsebenzi 5 
 

Question Answer Marks 

16 Award up to a total of 15 marks.  
 
Up to 6 marks to be awarded for Content.  
Plus up to 9 marks to be awarded for Language.  
 
See generic marking criteria for Questions 16 and 17.  

15 

 
Umsebenzi 6 
 

Question Answer Marks 

17 Award up to a total of 15 marks.  
 
Up to 6 marks to be awarded for Content.  
Plus up to 9 marks to be awarded for Language.  
 
See generic marking criteria for Questions 16 and 17.  

15 
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Marking criteria for Questions 16 and 17 
 
Table A: Content 
 

Marks Description 

5–6 Task fulfilment 

• Task is fulfilled. 

• Content is fully relevant throughout. 
• Consistently appropriate style for the text type. 
 
Development of ideas 

• Content is very well developed. 

3–4 Task fulfilment 

• Task is generally fulfilled. 

• Content is generally relevant 

• Generally appropriate style for the text type. 
• Generally good sense of purpose and audience. 
 
Development of ideas 

• Content is generally developed. 

1–2 Task fulfilment 

• Task is only partially fulfilled. 

• Content is partially relevant 
• Style for the text type is inconsistent or inappropriate. 

• Insufficient sense of purpose and audience. 
 
Development of ideas 

• Limited attempt to develop content. 

0 No credible  

 
  



0531/01 Cambridge IGCSE – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 
2025  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 9 of 9  
 

Table B: Language 
 

Mark Description 

7–9  Range and accuracy 
• Content is communicated skilfully and appropriately. 

• Uses a wide range of common and less common vocabulary appropriately.  

• Uses a wide range of simple and complex structures. 

• High level of accuracy of language. Occasional errors may be present but these do not 
impede communication. 

 
Organisation 

• Effectively organised and sequenced. 
• Uses a wide range of linking words and other cohesive devices appropriately.  

4–6  Range and accuracy 

• Content is communicated clearly. 

• Uses a range of common vocabulary appropriately and attempts to use some less 
common vocabulary. 

• Use a range of simple structures and attempts to use some complex structures.  

• Generally good level of accuracy of language. Errors do not generally impede 
communication. 

 
Organisation 

• Generally well organised and sequenced. 

• Uses a range of linking words and other cohesive devices generally appropriately. 

1–3  Range and accuracy 

• Content is communicated but lacks clarity. 

• Uses a limited range of vocabulary  
• Uses a limited range of structures. 

• Lack of control of language. Errors impede communication. 
 
Organisation 

• Limited attempt at organisation and sequencing. 
• Limited attempt to use linking words and other cohesive devices. 

0 No creditable content. 

 
 


