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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/01_Eng
Reading

Key messages

e Candidates are advised to spend some time checking their answers for grammatical accuracy and
spelling errors.
e Candidates should ensure they use their own language in summarising the text.

General comments

Overall performance was good. Many candidates were able to answer Question 1 successfully, although
many of the answers were copied from the text, with a small number of candidates using their own words.

As for Question 2 (content), most candidates were able to summarise both texts successfully, but only a
limited number were able to capture a high number of valid points in their summary. Many candidates were
unable to extract some of the valid points on the effect of stinginess on the individual and society. Others
attempted to extract the points, but they spent too long linguistically to get to them.

Overall, language accuracy was good, with visible improvement in the grammatical structures and use of
punctuation marks. It has also been observed that a good number of candidates did not achieve the
minimum required word count. Also, there were few candidates who used colloquial language in their
summary, with many spelling errors.

Comments on specific questions

Section A
Question 1
(a) Most candidates answered it correctly. Only few candidates missed the key word 4.l in their
answer.
(b) Half the candidates answered it correctly, and the other half answered with:
ok ) Al e gy 38 TilgeS DL OlS el 4 oy s 13)
(c) Most candidates answered it correctly.
(d) Most candidates answered it correctly. Only few candidates missed to use the key phrase ‘ ssxc

UV and instead they used ©_jalyV.

(e) Most candidates answered 1 — 2 points out of 3. This is because the answer is slightly long, so the
majority have missed the 3 point which is ‘L slaall avias SlY) s dl oL A&y,

(f) Many candidates did not answer this question correctly, because they missed the use of the words
<LK or 4ise and instead they used dasas b 15 Wl sl Gaca Yol
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(9) Most candidates answered the three points correctly. There were few candidates who
amalgamated the first two points in one statement, thus missing out on one point.

(h) Most candidates were successful in answering the two points correctly.

(i) Many candidates answered two points out of three correctly. There were only few candidates who
were able to capture the three required points. The main point that was missed is the first one: (.l
Al 8 dau)l anle e JWl Jal 4xdy ailyy il There were responses where the candidates

captured the first point, but they did not use a negative statement; instead, they wrote: aéla Jiaall

Jll Ja) 4za,.
) Most candidates were successful in answering this question.
(k) A substantial number of candidates answered the question correctly, but there were others who

were unsuccessful and used the phrase: Jadl Jiall 463 3l5luss OF (i (e JASI.

N Many candidates answered the question correctly, but it has been observed that several
candidates used the word (,Slus instead of (S.uws, and they lost the point due to this.

Section B
Question 2

Performance was good overall. Candidates were able to use their own language to summarise both texts. In
most scripts, the language used was easy to follow. It has also been observed that the language used
demonstrated good improvement in the grammatical and syntactic structures, with good linkage and better
application of the punctuation marks. The handwriting was also good and did not cause any issues to
Examiners. Candidates seem to have enjoyed the context and were able to relate to it in their summary.
Many candidates were able to capture a reasonable number of points, but only few managed to capture
most of the points.

It has also been observed that few candidates exceeded the word count, but by the same token there were
few candidates who did not achieve the minimum required words. Furthermore, there were few candidates
who have lifted a whole array of sentences and paragraphs from both texts. This had an impact on their S&O
and Accuracy. In addition, very few candidates summarised the texts using general knowledge on the topic
rather than being specific to the main points raised in both texts.

On the other hand, some candidates were successful in capturing a specific point, but they wrote more than
necessary to get to it, which had an impact on their word count causing them to miss the opportunity to
capture further points, as they reached the word limit. Several candidates re-narrated the story of the miser
and the doctor in the second text to capture one point; that is ‘the miser prefers money over his health.’

Style and Organisation
Overall, many candidates attempted to organise their ideas into meaningful paragraphs, using appropriate
linkage words and phrases. They also attempted to use their own words in a reasonably concise manner and

have demonstrated good sense of summary.

There were few candidates whose summary was confusing as a result of copying from texts randomly,
moving from one point to another without any sense of summary or linkage.

Accuracy
It has been observed that the language used by candidates this series demonstrated good improvement in

the grammatical and syntactic structures. The language, in most cases, was appropriate, easy to follow and
ranged, in most cases, from adequate to very good.
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In conclusion, performance for both Question 1 and Question 2c was of good standards overall, and a good
number of candidates demonstrated excellent skills in answering the comprehension questions as well as
summarising both texts.
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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/02
Writing

Key messages

To do well on this paper, candidates need to:

1 In terms of Grammar: improve on all aspects of Arabic Grammar (:3uls ciyas sa3) especially the
following points.

e  The correct use of case endings. The predicate of Ll sal s (S objects, and Ll sal s ) avl must be in  saic
case.

o  Weak verbs in majzoum case need to be without the weak letter at the end (s «s <)

e Non-human plurals should not be treated as human plural when applying grammatical rules.

e Improve on the conjugation of verbs especially with dual and feminine plural.

e Improve on how to write u=siidl au¥) in nominative and genitive cases.

e Make sure to apply the correct gender when using verbs and & s sall ¢leu!,

e  Pronouns should be attached to prepositions: (L) instead (2 %), and (4=<) instead of (s ).

e Pay attention to the difference in meaning between (Au4lld) and (Al A).

e Improve on the correct use of all types of 5 3 (2 kil 3 jagdl cddas siall 3 jagll cadadll g Joa gll (5 a8),

e Pay more attention to the difference in writing il shil <&l and 3 s<ial Y1, as well as to the difference
between il s )l <Ll and 4a siadll £l

e  Avoid misspelling words such as ¢Sl and '3, and make sure to distinguish between words are close in
pronunciation such as !l and Y.

2 In terms of content: Pay more attention to the following points.

e  Try to understand what the task in the question is exactly before providing your answer. The answer
must be precise and relevant to what is being asked.

e  Use the correct writing style. This means descriptive style should be used if the task is to describe
something and narrative style should be used if the task is to write a story, descriptive tasks should not
be converted into narrative or vice versa. Similarly argumentative tasks should not be turned into a
discussion (or story) between two people.

e In argumentative tasks, candidates need to make their position on the matter discussed clear from the
outset, and they must argue for it and at the same time argue against the opposite opinion. They should
not simply rely on providing the opposing opinions without engaging in the argument.

e In descriptive tasks, make sure to provide a meaningful description that serves the purpose of the task,
and avoid side descriptions that has no purpose other than what is known in Arabic as sés,

e Avoid the use of generic memorised introductions and conclusions unless connected properly to serve
the task.

e  Continue to avoid the use of colloquial and foreign words and expressions.

e Improve on the use of prepositions with verbs and remember that verbs in Arabic take different
prepositions to English.

o After finishing answering the task, try to read it all to proofread it before submitting it.
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General comments

This session was a bit different to the previous sessions in terms of the popularity of questions amongst the
candidates. In previous sessions, we usually find one or two questions that are slightly more popular than the
rest. But these less popular questions usually enjoy a fair share of popularity amongst the candidates. This
was not the case this session, especially in Section 1, where Question C was so popular to the point that
the number of those who chose to answer it is more than the number of those who chose the other three
questions put together. Questions B and D were slightly more popular than Question A. In Section 2,
Question B dominated the answer and was slightly more popular than Question D which had also its fair
share of popularity. Question A was the least popular followed by Question C.

In general, we continue to see an improvement in terms of using less colloquial and foreign words and
expressions, but we still see some English terms literally transcribed in Arabic, such as “social media”. In
terms of complying with the writing styles of the tasks, we have seen a slight drop in the improvements
witnessed in the last session, especially in the argumentative style which many candidates transform it into a
discursive style by providing the opposite views without engaging in making a clear argument for one
opinion. Candidates need to be directed to read more argumentative and discursive works in standard Arabic
and guided to analyse them to understand the difference between the two styles. As for the descriptive tasks,
there is a continuous improvement in complying with the writing style, however, we still see, although less
than last session, some side descriptions that are included just for the sake of meeting the word limit.
Candidates need to focus solely on the descriptions that serve the answering the task.

Grammatical weaknesses are perhaps the major area still affecting the performance of many candidates.
Improvement in content does not necessarily mean higher marks when the language is full of basic mistakes.
Language is the vehicle of the content that one wants to convey to others. And if this vehicle is weak then it
cannot carry this content. There are many cases where candidates have suitable and decent ideas to answer
a task, but unfortunately their inability to avoid basic grammatical mistakes have prevented them from
achieving what they aspire to achieve.

We continue to advice candidates to increase their readings of authentic works by well-known authors to get
familiar with the use of the idiomatic style of Arabic which will not only improve their own style of writing but
also can help them avoid obvious grammatical errors. We also advise centres to put more focus on
improving the ability of candidates in Arabic Grammar to avoid the basic errors that are mentioned above.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question A

The task in this question is to discuss the positives and negatives of the globalisation in contemporary life.
This question was very unpopular and only a handful of candidates attempted to answer it. However, the
concept seemed to pose a great challenge for some.

Question B

In this question, candidates were asked to write a discursive essay on whether rewarding kids with prizes
can motivate them to do more/better. Generally speaking, a good number of those who opted to answer this
question were able to understand the task and produce good responses with relevant points. But some

others struggled to comprehend the task properly as they understood (4.l 3ilsall) to be limited to money at

the exclusion of all other types of prizes. Hence, their answers were limited. Also, several candidates were
unable to avoid some basic grammatical errors which prevented them from scoring higher marks.

Question C

By far, the most popular question in this section. And this no surprise as it is about technology, a topic that is
linked directly to the day-to-day lives of this age-group. Candidates were asked to give a clear opinion on
whether technology leads to loneliness and isolation. The task here is to use an argumentative style in which
the candidate needs to state a clear opinion on the issue and provide a few pieces of evidence for and
against. Unfortunately, while few candidates were able to produce an argumentative essay, contending for or
against an idea, many candidates have used a discursive style in answering this question, limiting
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themselves to providing the positives and negatives of technology and stating loneliness and isolation as a
one of the negatives then giving a brief opinion at the end. By doing so, they missed the opportunity to score
higher marks in content. Also, like other questions, basic grammatical errors have affected the marks
negatively.

Question D

Another argumentative task asking candidates to state their opinion on whether the circus shows should stop
using animals. This could have been a very popular question if we did not have the previous one as it
touches on a topic that is very relevant to candidates in this age-group. Nevertheless, it appealed to some
candidates, who in general, were able to highlight a series of relevant points and make a clear attempt to
develop some of them. Again, marks could have been significantly higher had the language level matched
the level of the content.

Section 2
Question A

Candidates are asked to provide a description of a personality that had influence on them. Like Question A
in Section 1, only a handful of candidates opted to write on this topic. This is probably due to the nature of
this question that does not allow the answer to be in any style other than the descriptive one. Hence, it put
off those who prefer to mix this style with the narrative one. Many of those who answered this question were
able to show a continuous improvement in using the descriptive style as the previous session.

Question B

This was the most popular question in this section. The task in this question is to produce an essay
describing a yearly local festival. Descriptive essays require the candidate to show their ability in using the
language in an original and creative manner, to communicate to the reader memorable detailed images of
whatever they are describing. In general, several candidates were able to deliver a very nice description
using a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of details. However, unlike the previous
question, many candidates fell into writing a story narrating a long introduction of how they left the house to
the festival which prevented them from scoring higher marks. Again, basic grammatical errors prevented
many nice deceptions from scoring higher marks.

Question C

Not a very popular question but not largely overlooked as it was the case with Question A. candidates were
tasked to write a story that ends with the expression ‘what would be wrong if a drowning person cling to a
piece of wood or a straw?’ Generally, candidates struggled to develop a real climax and hence many
answers were purely an account of a series of incidents. Answers to this question show that candidates need
to read all questions first before deciding on what question to answer. Candidates have different abilities and
strengths and therefore need to think strategically about choosing the question that suits them.

Question D

This was the second most popular question in this section as it gave candidates the opportunity to relate
their answers directly to their lives. The task was to write a story about a new friendship that has become an
important part of the life of the candidate. A good number of candidates were very successful in producing
some strong and very nice stories with good imagination in developing the details of the events. They were
also successful in managing all elements of a proper story, introduction, plot, characters, setting, climax, and
conclusion. But unfortunately, many of them were hindered by basic grammatical errors that affected their
marks negatively. Again, there is clear improvement in understanding what writing style to use but more
improvements are needed in both management of the climax and in the use of basic Arabic Grammar.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education © 2022




	0508_s22_er_1_Arabic
	0508_s22_er_1_English
	0508_s22_er_2_Arabic
	0508_s22_er_2_English

