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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/11
Listening

Key messages

Except for the last exercise, questions were

objective, requiring non-verbal responses. The spoken Chinese in the examination gradually
increased in terms of difficulty and length, and questions moved from testing candidates’ ability

to understand short factual information to, in the later exercises, testing their ability to

understand and identify opinions, explanations in narrated accounts, and interviews. To do well in
this examination, it is essential that candidates learn and are very familiar with the Defined

Content for the syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension
practice. To perform well in the last exercise that requires verbal responses, candidates also need
to be able to write down their answers in characters or pinyin. These answers can be very short but
straight to the point.

General comments

The June 2022 Listening paper consisted of 30 multiple-choice questions. Overall, candidates performed
very well and most candidates attempted all questions. Candidates should take care when they transfer their
answers onto the answer sheet and shade one letter only. If a candidate makes two choices whether in
pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which candidates do not wish the Examiner to consider
must be clearly crossed out.

The Mandarin extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and complexity. They
featured simple exchanges, short monologues, conversations, and interviews. The emphasis of the
questions moved from assessing the candidates’ ability to identify information contained in short factual
pieces to testing their ability to understand specific information, descriptions of events, opinions, emotions,
and explanations in longer extracts.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise. The extracts were straightforward and short. For
Question 1, a few candidates chose option D #7#  instead of B A #.

Over ninety percent of the candidates recognised /77/i for Question 2.
For Question 3, nearly twenty percent of the candidates did not know #7 7~
For Question 4, many of those who answered incorrectly chose option D #277.

Around ten percent of the candidates did not understand 7/5%7in Question 5 and option B /#/5 was the most
frequent error.
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Questions 6 — 10

In this exercise, candidates heard a longer extract which was about what Wang Shan did yesterday.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise.

For Question 6, many candidates understood 7%, with option A being the most common error. Over
eighty-five percent of the candidates recognised option B Z/77, but C /7 was chosen by a few.

Most candidates tackled Question 8 with ease.

Although Question 9 was answered correctly by the majority, option A 7%7k was chosen by around ten
percent of the candidates.

Neary ninety percent of the candidates understood Z#£ in Question 10.
Questions 11 -15

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard five individuals talking about their future jobs.
Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise.

Question 11 and 15 were attempted particularly well, with over ninety percent of the candidates answered
them correctly.

For Question 12, over half the candidates chose the correct answer option B _7_A, but F % /& was the most
frequent error. Candidates who chose option F probably heard 7274 ##/ and 2 & 15454524 /& in the
beginning of the question and were distracted by them.

A small number of candidates chose option C 777 for Question 13 instead of option A. The word ‘A5 in
‘AF#2#2” could be a clue for candidates. For Question 14, /)sh¥" and “JiF1%1’ could be clues for
candidates to choose option C .

Questions 16 — 20

In this exercise, candidates heard a conversation in two parts with a short pause. In the dialog, Li Ming talked
to his friend about his first flight. Candidates needed to tell Li Ming’s attitude towards his experience. The
exercise represented a step up in difficulty of the test.

For Question 16 about food, around twenty percent of the candidates chose option A or B, probably
understanding only one of the two clauses in the sentence, which first showed a negative comment £ #77
A~%F but then a positive comment 25 £ 4F57/471% .

One fifth of the candidates who got Question 17 wrong opted for A, probably missing the negative word ‘7
A(e=27d

For Question 18, one sixth of the candidates answered incorrectly, perhaps assuming # &, /& 773E # 4
included both positive and negative comments.

Around twenty percent of the candidates chose option B or C for Question 19, maybe misled by the
negative word ‘7~ in /" ##. Question 20 was the most demanding in this exercise, with one fifth of the
candidate choosing option B, possibly not understanding ¥/# 7% % “T as a positive comment.

Questions 21 — 25

Candidates heard an introduction by the neighbour Wang Li about their neighbourhood. There was a longer
pause in the two-part introduction. This was an appropriately demanding exercise at this stage of the paper,
with Question 23 mostly correctly answered among the five.

For Question 21, over one fifth of the candidates chose option C /#: possibly because they heard it
mentioned first and did not pay attention to 77 7 47 #£#{*F or because they did not read the question 77
AT AT ?
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Similarly, over a quarter of the candidates opted for D for Question 22 as #¢/5 was the word mentioned first.
Not understanding the question 4§ H % —-/-7+##? could be another factor.

The majority of the candidates answered correctly for Question 23, with a few answering C /Z/Z.

Question 24 seemed to be the most challenging in this exercise, with half of the candidates answering
incorrectly. Most candidates who selected the wrong answer chose B £/77°%, which was to the east of the
block, instead of to the north as the question asked.

Nearly one fifth of the candidates selected A for Question 25, mixing up 77/’ #2355 and ##%% and some
others chose option B /57, which showed they did not recognise the instrument #7325

Questions 26 — 30

Candidates heard a longer interview with Zhang Yue discussing her Meixin Cake Shop. This was an
appropriately challenging exercise, but candidates performed well, especially for Question 27 and
Question 29.

For Question 26, candidates needed to listen to the whole sentence, which highlighted that the reason
Zhang Yue opened the shop was because she 43 B AR IT &, instead of = XK1z BAE.

Nearly all candidates heard the conversation clearly for Question 27, knowing that it was A &/ #7444 who
made the cakes, instead of B &£/, which was assumed by the interviewer.

For Question 28, even though A #//F was mentioned previously, most candidates spotted that the most
popular drink was B 77/# 7.

For Question 29, most candidates understood that the elderly liked to go to the cake shop because they
wanted to A % /J7 %, instead of because the cakes were B 7777 &.

Question 30 was also well attempted, with only a few candidates opting for A /77 — 5t #%/%, asked by the
interviewer.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/12
Listening

Key messages

The spoken Chinese in the examination gradually increased in terms of difficulty and length, and

questions moved from testing candidates’ ability to understand short factual information to, in the later
exercises, testing their ability to understand and identify opinions, explanations in narrated accounts, and
interviews. To do well in this examination, it is essential that candidates learn and be very familiar with the
Defined Content for the syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension
practice. To perform well in the last exercise that requires verbal responses, candidates also need to be able
to write down their answers in characters or pinyin. These answers can be very short but straight to the point.

General comments

The June 2022 Listening paper consisted of 30 multiple-choice questions. Overall, candidates performed
well and most candidates attempted all questions. Candidates should take care when they transfer their
answers onto the answer sheet and shade one letter only. If a candidate makes two choices whether in
pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which candidates do not wish the Examiner to consider
must be clearly crossed out.

The Mandarin extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and complexity. They
featured simple exchanges, short monologues, conversations, and interviews. The emphasis of the
questions moved from assessing the candidates’ ability to identify information contained in short factual
pieces to testing their ability to understand specific information, descriptions of events, opinions, emotions,
and explanations in longer extracts.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

Overall candidates performed well in this exercise. The extracts were straightforward and short. For
Question 1, some candidates did not understand #7/#% and the most chosen error was option B X <.

For Question 2, many of the candidates who answered incorrectly chose option D A&7 /& 7, perhaps
misled by the #in & /.

Question 3 was well attempted, with option D _¥ 7~the more frequent error.

Around three quarters of the candidates answered correctly for Question 4 and 5. Among the three incorrect
answers in Question 4, option C /7 was more frequently selected. As for Question 5, ten percent of the
candidates chose A #%7k and another ten percent chose option D /5#/.

Questions 6 — 10

In this exercise, candidates heard a longer extract which was about what Wang Shan did yesterday.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise.
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Question 6 was probably the most difficult for some candidates in this exercise; option A /4//7and B F£&
were the most frequent errors.

Question 7 was well attempted, with a few candidates choosing option C /£¢and D /77 %.

Most of the candidates attempted Question 8 and 10 successfully, showing their good understanding of the
vocabulary of food and daily activities.

Question 9 was also answered correctly by many candidates who knew the illness vocabulary well. There
was no clear pattern of incorrect answers.

Questions 11 - 15

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard five individuals talking about their birthday plans.
Overall, candidates performed very well in this exercise.

Question 11 and Question 12 were attempted successfully. Many candidates selected the correct answer E
and F respectively.

For Question 13, a few candidates chose option D £4#%, which was Liu Hong’s original plan, but she had to
stay at home looking after her sister instead.

Most candidates understood #/%/ in Question 14 and selected A correctly. Only a few candidates did not
recognise 4\ 47 and chose other options for Question 15.

Questions 16 — 20
In this exercise, candidates heard a conversation in two parts with a short pause. In the dialog, Li Ming talked
to his friend about his trip to Guangzhou. Candidates needed to tell Li Ming’s attitude towards his

experience. The exercise represented a step up in the incline of difficulty of the test.

For Question 16 about the toilet, only a few candidates did not recognise the positive comments 757 7-/#
and chose option B or C.

A few candidates selected A for Question 17, perhaps not noticing the negative comments A #7%5/£. [
#¥in the second part of the sentence. /277777 7" and %% were both negative, and nearly 90 percent of the
candidates understood them clearly in Question 18.

Same numbers of candidates answered Questions 19 correctly, recognising the negative comment -/ 7 /7.
Most candidates tackled Question 20 with ease, spotting the positive comment #£4/47/%.

Questions 21 — 25

This exercise was an introduction with a longer pause by a senior candidate Wang Li, talking about a youth
activity centre. This was an appropriately demanding exercise at this stage of the paper.

To answer Question 21 correctly, candidates had to listen to the recording and read the question carefully.
Nearly one fifth of the candidates chose option B /% £, perhaps not noticing the direction word 727 in the
passage or in the question.

Similarly, a few candidates selected option D /% for Question 22, probably missing the verb /& in ‘4 %
7

Question 23 appeared to be slightly challenging, with ten percent of the candidates choosing option B, not
understanding £# or /£7£.

Question 24 and 25 were well attempted, and there was no obvious pattern of incorrect answers.
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Questions 26 — 30

Candidates heard a longer interview with Zhang Yue, who was the winner of the University Candidates’
Chess Competition. This was an appropriately challenging exercise, but candidates performed very well,
except for Question 29 which was slightly more difficult.

For Question 26, only a few candidates chose option A 7£ 5 A. /7/// could be a clue for candidates to
choose the correct answer B 44 #7.

Question 27 was also answered correctly by the majority; those who answered A probably did not hear the
double negative phrase /& & E # 7.

Most candidates heard # 4% ZX(#7 clearly in Question 28 and selected option C accurately, instead of
option A /A4, which was mentioned before.

Question 29 seemed to be more challenging for around one fifth of the candidates. The key word was 7%
219, but those who answered it incorrectly perhaps missed the verb = /7in the second part of the sentence
CEAERIENE LLZ)T.

For Question 30, candidates had to listen to the whole sentence, understanding that playing chess made
Zhang Yue A #14¢ % R 77, but the most important advantage was actually making him B &> 7.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/13
Listening
Queston | ey | | Quoon | ey | | Qo | iy
1 A 11 Cc 21 D
2 D 12 A 22 A
3 D 13 D 23 B
4 B 14 B 24 Cc
5 Cc 15 E 25 D
6 B 16 A 26 Cc
7 B 17 C 27 B
8 Cc 18 A 28 B
9 A 19 B 29 A
10 D 20 C 30 Cc

There were too few candidates for a meaningful report to be produced.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/21
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

Study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content.

Consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms.

Have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions.

Read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using own
experiences or assumptions.

Provide an answer for short-answer questions, brief answers with clear content are sufficient.

o Demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot result in any mark.

o Attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

The outcome for this year's examination was very positive considering this was the first year of the new
syllabus. It was clear that the candidates and teachers had understood the requirements of the course very
well. Question 9 is the new style question and it was evident that candidates adapted very well to the style
of the question.

Looking forward, more attention should be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when,
where, how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate
answers correctly for Question 8 and Question 11. Some candidates also need to take care when writing
characters to ensure clarity and accuracy in order to secure the marks.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

Majority of the candidates responded very well in these questions. Question 1, 2 and 4 were the best
performed questions as most candidate secured the marks. Some candidates found Question 3 a little
demanding and chose B £4X (jumper) instead of ¥k (swimming suit). Question 5 was the most
challenging question amongst due to the fact candidates mixed up #4%: (piano) with 1t (guitar).

Question 6

All sub-questions were very well answered. Majority of candidates were familiar with the vocabulary tested
and able to match the pictures and key words correctly. Some weaker candidates confused in (a) as they did
not recognise #jJk (pharmacy). Similarly, &/ (panda) in (b) seemed to be quite demanding to a small
number of candidates. Furthermore, there were candidates were not sure about #:£f (seafood) in (c). It was
clear that a vast majority of the candidates know 4Tk (play basketball) very well as it was the highest
scored sub-question.
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Question 7

These multiple-choice questions require candidates to read the sentences in the box and choose the correct
answer according to the questions. All sub-questions were all answered very well by most candidates; they
were able to find the correct information from the passage with ease. A few candidates mixed up &% i
(salesperson) with E575 57 51 (ballet dancer) in (a), therefore, did not secure the mark. Almost all candidates
knew the vocabulary & 15 (read a book) in (b). On the contrary, in (c), incorrect answers were chosen
instead of 111 [X (mountain area) D.

Question 8

Candidates performed very well again in this question. They showed confidence in locating the correct
information for the questions. Most candidates also offered straightforward correct answers, showing good
understanding of the text.

(a) and (b) were the most well answered sub-questions.

(c) was comparably less difficult. Occasionally candidates wrote /& jii7 /(147717 as answer, which could not
be rewarded.

(d) was well handled in general. A few candidates understood the question word M} H. (where) but gave the
distractor R Z 77 (lots of places) as the answer.

(e) proved straightforward, typically €111 (climb the mountain) was given in error.

Responses from (f) demonstrated good skills of identify the key information. Only a very small number of
candidates copied the short sentence, which mark was credited.

(g) was successfully answered by most candidates. Common wrong answer appeared from time to time
during marking. Answers like FATZM T —Adr 2 1), B R TZ 749K was not credited a mark
as two places Jii (temple) and %£)T (restaurant), which did not demonstrate genuine understanding though
the verb Z¥i was included.

Most candidates responded to (h) very well. Between them, (h1) was better answered than (h2). Answer like
1R &F were not able to offer the required information in full, as a result, not worthy a mark.

Question 9

The performance to this set of multiple matching exercise was excellent despite this was a new style
question. Most candidates demonstrated a good level of understanding of the four pieces of short texts. (b),
(c) and (e) were the best answered sub-questions. A small number of candidates chose C instead of A for

(d).

(a) was the most demanding sub-question. It showed that quite a few candidates were not sure about {# &
(cheap) in text D, but spotted the vocabulary 5 (expensive) from text A. It is important that candidates know
the synonyms as well as antonyms as suggested in the key message.

Question 10

Generally, the overall performance was very strong in this question. It was noticed that some candidates may
not understand the text overall and only tried to spot/match the key words in the question with the same
words in the reading text.

(a) and (d) were better responded to than (b), (c) and (e). For (b), it required candidates to understand the
whole second paragraph in the passage. A few candidates chose B or C as answer, which showed partial

understanding. Less able candidates unsure of vocabulary and structure were not able to secure a mark in
(c). Common wrong answer for (e) was A.

Question 11
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In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese, and to demonstrate
their understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were
asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage. A small number of candidates
decided not to attempt certain questions, in particular (f) and (g). Candidates would benefit from being
advised to make an attempt at answering these questions rather than omitting them entirely. As this is the
final exercise, both the passage and questions became more difficult. Even though there were some
excellent responses, such as (a), (b) and (d), generally speaking, candidates found this exercise challenging
compared to the rest of the paper.

(a) required the key information 7£ 2% I ™. Most candidates secured a mark. A few candidates offered 4~
"], which did not demonstrate genuine understanding. A common wrong answer also included %55 or 2
T — MR E 4AE, which implied those candidates tried to use the word — spotting methods, therefore, not
warrant the mark.

(b) was well performed. Strong candidates performed very well but some candidates lost mark in b(2) by
missing the verb A,

(c) was very well handled. Only a very small number of candidates gave wrong answers like X &% or A~

IF] f) 2 SCER.

(d) was well handled as lots of good responses were seen. A few weaker candidates gave 2SN A T
or simply copied the text with 55K in it. e.g. A AU HIE, Fr LR B3k

(e) had more mixed responses compared to other questions. Common wrong answers included, 75 H 327 or
FFEC . A few candidates copied A~ K2 JEiE PHi 3 as their answer.

(f) had a lot of good answers too. However, a few candidates found it challenging to switch between negative
to positive in their answers. Some used the distractor %Z1c. #.1d] as their answer, which did not demonstrate
clear understanding.

(g) seemed to be the most demanding amongst other questions. The question required candidates to
understand the first two sentences fully in the last paragraph of the passage. Those who only read the first
sentence gave #i%H T #25, which did not secure the mark.

(h) as the last question had very good responses and most candidates scored the mark. Those who lost the
mark was mainly due to careless mistakes, such as missing K [f] in their answer.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/22
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

Study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content.

Consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms.

Have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions.

Read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using own
experiences or assumptions.

Provide an answer for short-answer questions, brief answers with clear content are sufficient.

o Demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot result in any mark.

o Attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

This was the first examination of the new specification. It was pleasing to see so many positive responses
across centres. The vast majority of candidates have understood the requirements of the specification very
well and applied themselves well in this season. Question 9 is a new style question and candidates handled
this type of question successfully.

Looking forward, more attention is to be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when, where,
how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate answers
correctly for Question 8 and Question 11. Some candidates also need to take care when writing characters
to ensure clarity and accuracy.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

Overall candidates performed very well in this exercise. Candidates were most familiar with the key
vocabulary in Question 2 and Question 4, as it was evident those questions were better handled.
Candidates found £ (wardrobe) in Question 1 challenging. In Question 3, some candidates got confused
between #T (trousers) to #&F (skirt) and answered D instead. A few candidates did not understand 7t
(guitar) in Question 5.

Question 6
All sub-questions were very well answered. The majority of candidates were familiar with the vocabulary
tested and able to match the pictures and key words correctly. Some weaker candidates confused in (b) as

they did not recognise #137 (airport). Similarly, B{% /- (postcard) in (c) was challenging. There were a very
small number of candidates were not sure about /kK$§ (fridge) in (d).

Question 7
These multiple-choice questions require candidates to read the sentences in the box and choose the correct

answer according to the questions. All sub-questions were all answered very well by most candidates; they
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were able to find the correct information from the passage with ease. A few candidates mixed up &34
(sports top) as iz3}#E (trainers) in (b). In (c), incorrect answers were chosen instead of %3 (chicken), which
was supposed to be a commonly known word.

Question 8

Generally, candidates showed confidence in locating the correct information for the questions in this
question. Most candidates also showed care and precision in the answers. Quite a few candidates were also
aware of using the correct pronouns in their response, made sure to replace the first person ‘&’ with third
person /N or fifi’, which really have been greatly improved of using pronouns in comparison to previous
examinations.

(a) was well answered. Answers like LA~ H . &%~ H T caused confusion for some candidates.
Candidates who located the phrases at the correct place, such as BN H T or Bi4~H T, were able to
secure the full mark.

(b) the response for this question was positive. Some mistakes such as 155, K% . & N affected
understanding and errors in writing character 4~ #F interfered comprehension.

(c) was one of the best answered sub-questions. Lots of straightforward and correct answers were seen.
The majority of candidates were able to find the answers to (d) and (e) successfully.

(f) was well handled. Some candidates gave #%F1] as answer, which was incorrect. There were some
examples of extensive lifting from the text.

(g) the responses were a bit mixed in the sub-question. Whilst excellent answers were seen, a few
candidates lost marks because they wrongly wrote Chinese characters %13 as 2%, which caused
confusion. Some typical wrong answer like missing the subject % -1/, which made the answer unclear.
(h) was successfully answered. A few errors in character writing occurred. For example, f# as 1d; 4 as ‘X,
# as 2, which all caused ambiguity. Some less able candidates lifted the whole sentence and did not
secure the mark.

Question 9

The performance to this set of multiple matching exercise was excellent despite this was a new style
question. Most candidates demonstrated a good level of understanding of the texts. (b) and (d) were the best
answered sub-questions. For (a), a few candidates were not able to relate ¥t and T.1£ as synonyms. For
(c), it required candidates to understand the sentence 3 | #: 52 Wi, FRAETHEE A T as well as _F4AZ M
v H 4L in the stem, therefore, some candidates found this challenging. Compared to other sub-questions,
responses to (e) were less positive as quite a few candidates seemed to word spot Ji# %k (games) rather than
have understanding of Hfi¥iji7 %% (computer games), as a consequence, not secured the mark.

Question 10

Again, the overall performance was very strong in this question. It was noticed that some candidates may not
understand the text on the whole and only tried to spot/match the key words in the question with the same
words in the reading text. (a) and (c) were better responded than (b), (d) and (e). For (b), candidates located
I NEXR M in the text; however, missing the key word KX Z %\ in the question which directs to the
correct answer A. A common wrong answer for (d) is B. Some candidates chose A or B for (e).

Question 11

In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese, and to demonstrate
their understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were
asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage. A small number of candidates
decided not to attempt certain questions, in particular (g) and (h). Candidates would benefit from being
advised to make an attempt at answering these questions rather than omitting them entirely. As this is the
final exercise, both the passage and questions became more difficult. Even though there were some
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excellent responses, such as (c), (e) and (f), generally speaking, candidates found this exercise challenging
compared to the rest of the paper.

(a) required candidate to differentiate ¥ (dad) from %45 (mum). Most candidate secured the mark.

(b) had mixed responses with strong candidates performing very well but some candidate lost a mark in b(2)
by missing the key word 7. A few careless errors by missing the verb % also result in losing the mark.

(c) was very well handled. Only a very small number of candidates gave wrong answer FA%E.

(d) proved more challenging as a few candidates gave the wrong subject like H 32245 or just %42, which
caused confusing. Other typical wrong answers like [ CLHEAN L F KT or HRAZ.

(e) and (f) were very well answered as lots of positive responses were seen.

(g) seemed to be the most demanding in this question. Many candidates gave xI|.C»ilf 1 [H [#) 5 as their
answer, which implied that candidates did not fully understand the relevant text well. It was good to see there
were lots of candidates who secured the mark, which demonstrated thorough comprehension skills in details.

(h) was dealt with well by most candidates. There were a few wrong answers like long lifting from the text or
errors in using the incorrect pronoun.

In conclusion, centres should continue to support candidates in writing Chinese characters accurately.
Candidates should be reminded of keeping their answers concise and avoiding long lifting.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/23
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

Study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content.

Consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms.

Have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions.

Read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using own
experiences or assumptions.

Provide an answer for short-answer questions, brief answers with clear content are sufficient.

o Demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot result in any mark.

o Attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

The outcome for this year's examination was very positive considering this was the first year of the new
syllabus despite the entry to this paper was very small. It was clear that the candidates and teachers had
understood the requirements of the course very well. Question 9 is the new addition to this paper and
candidates handled well to this question in general.

Looking forward, more attention is to be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when, where,
how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate answers
correctly for Question 8 and Question 11. Some candidates also need to take care when writing characters
to ensure clarity and accuracy in order to secure the marks.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

The maijority of candidates responded very well in these questions. Question 1, 3 and 4 were the best
performed questions and most candidate secured the marks. Some candidates found Question 2 a little
demanding and chose A i (wardrobe) instead of # ¥ (chair). Question 5 proved challenging and typical
wrong answers were B or D.

Question 6

It was pleasing to see all positive responses in this question. This was the best performed question in the
whole paper with all candidates securing the marks.

Question 7

These multiple-choice questions require candidates to read the sentences in the box and choose the correct
answer according to the questions. All sub-questions were all answered very well by most candidates; they
were able to find the correct information from the passage with ease. A few candidates mixed up HHH %
(taxi) with ‘K % (train) in (b), therefore, chose C as the answer instead.
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Question 8

Generally, candidates performed very well in this question. They showed confidence in locating the correct
information for the questions. Most candidates also offered straightforward correct answers, showing good
understanding of the text.

A few lapses occurred in (a), as answers like =k or L~ were seen.

Most candidates secured the mark in (b), however, a few candidates lost the mark by missing the verb 4 in
their answer.

(c), (d), (e) and (f) was well handled with a majority of the candidates achieving the marks. Only a couple of
individuals lost the marks as their answers caused ambiguity. For example, fli 7 751N —/N " 3%5E.

(g) was successfully answered by most candidates. A candidate lost a mark due to errors in character writing
as he/she wrote 1] LA 131z causing confusion with their answer.

Most candidates responded to (h) very well.
Question 9

The performance to this multiple matching exercise was excellent despite being a new style of question.
Most candidates demonstrated a good level of understanding of the four pieces of short texts. Compared to
other questions, some candidates found this question more demanding. (b) was the best answered sub-
questions.

A small number of candidates chose A instead of D for (a). For (¢) and (d), it seemed those candidates who
got it wrong only paid attention to the vocabulary E£{f (go on holiday), then mistook D for the answer. The
questions required overall understanding of text rather than word spotting. In (e), it showed that quite a few
candidates were not sure about {# £ (cheap) in the stem, and guessed the answer. It is important that
candidates know the synonyms as well as antonyms as suggested in the key message.

Question 10

The responses were a bit mixed for this question. It was noticed that some candidates may not understand
the text overall and only tried to spot/match the key words in the question with the same words in the reading
text. Most candidates handled this question well, (d) was the best answered. A few less able candidates lost
marks chosing D instead of C for (a); Option B was chosen instead of D for (b); In (c), one candidate ticked
D instead of B. For (e), option C was ticked. All of these errors indicated word spotting rather than good
comprehension to the text.

Question 11

In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese, and to demonstrate
their understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were
asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage. There were some very good
answers, but candidates found this exercise challenging compared to the rest of the paper.

(a) most candidates secured the mark.

(b) had quite mixed responses. A couple of candidates missed the mark by omitted the verb /& and only
wrote JUFA FIEF 12, which impaired the comprehension. A few less able candidates gave answers like £ 5%
fifF Ak and jiz47, which did not warrant the marks.

(c), (d), (e) all received positive responses.
(f) was proven demanding to a couple of candidates as Bt #% or %#1i% 3l were seen.

(g) was very well handled. Almost all candidates attempted this question and scored the mark.

BB Cambridge Assessment
&P International Education © 2022




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Mandarin Chinese (Foreign Language) June 2022
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

The outcome for (h) indicated that most candidates found this very demanding. Some weaker candidates
either left the answer blank or put N48Z Il as answer. Some candidates identified the answer location in the
text, however, lost mark by giving answers like Kyt A T4 B35 ) B8 -, which missed the key part % 3.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/03
Speaking

Key messages

o  Please carefully read the Paper 3 (Speaking) Instructions for Teachers/Examiners that accompany the
candidate cards each year to be fully aware of the requirements of the test.

o Examiners are reminded to adhere precisely to the script in the Instructions for Teachers/Examiners and
not to rephrase any questions.

e Examiners are reminded that it is very important to use the randomisation grid on p14 — 15 of the
Instructions for Teachers/Examiners so that candidate cards are correctly and fairly allocated.

¢ Role plays were conducted well by most Examiners but please be reminded to ask both parts of the
question where applicable.

e In the topic conversations section, some Examiners need to make greater use of extension questions
(e.g. IEHWE? REEZ Ui— 1% ? ) to elicit fuller answers from candidates.

e Examiners are reminded to use the alternative questions provided in Questions 3 — 5 of the topic
conversations only if a candidate does not understand the first version (and repetition) of the question.

e  Most Examiners understood the need to ask no more than two further questions of their own if timings
were short on topic conversations.

e  Centres are reminded to include the correct number of recordings according to the size of their centre
and to include candidates at the very top and the very bottom of the mark range in the sample.

General comments

The format of the test was new this year. The Speaking test is intended to be a test of spontaneous
communicative ability. A wide range of performance was evident across the candidature and examples of
performance at all levels of ability were heard.

Most centres followed the instructions concerning the randomisation grid and understood the need to test
candidates according to the prescribed order of the cards and conversation topics. Centres are reminded it
is very important that the cards are distributed according to the grid provided on pages 14 — 15 in the
Instructions for Teachers/Examiners.

Centres had usually prepared candidates well for the format of this new test and Examiners were mostly
aware of how to conduct the test efficiently and correctly. Examiners greeted candidates using the prompts
provided and nearly all Examiners read the scenario for the role plays as instructed in Chinese. This is
important to set the scene for candidates.

Role plays were generally conducted well. Examiners are reminded that questions can be repeated (but not
rephrased) once only if the candidate does not answer a question or gives an ambiguous response. It is
important for Examiners to read the role play tasks exactly as printed to ensure that they are not changing
the nature and level of difficulty of the tasks. Examiners are reminded to ask both parts of the question where
applicable unless the candidate has already answered the second part naturally in their first answer.

For the topic conversations, timings were not always appropriate. These were often too short and, in a few
cases, too long. Some Examiners needed to ask more extension questions (e.g. LA WE? RAEZUL— A5 ? )
to give candidates the opportunity to develop their answers and go beyond brief or incomplete answers which
do not communicate fully. Candidates need to understand the wordings of these extension questions so that
they know when they need to give more detail. When asking extension questions, Examiners can only use
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vocabulary provided in the printed question or vocabulary already used by the candidate. Examiners must not
feed new vocabulary or ideas to the candidate.

If a candidate does not understand Questions 3, 4 or 5 in the topic conversations (and a repetition of these
questions), Examiners must ask the alternative question. These alternative questions give candidates
another opportunity to understand the task. Some Examiners asked the alternative questions when the
candidate had already answered the first question clearly, or used the alternative questions as extension
questions. This should be avoided, as it can be confusing for candidates. Some Examiners went straight to
the alternative questions without asking and repeating the original questions, which disadvantaged
candidates as they could not access the higher Communication bands.

When there was a PAUSE between two questions in the script, most Examiners gave candidates the time to
answer the first question before asking the second one.

Centres are reminded that if a topic conversation lasts 3% minutes or less, even after asking extension
questions, the Examiner must ask up to two further questions of his/her choice on the same topic as the
other questions to make sure that the conversation lasts 4 minutes. If the topic conversation still lasts 3%
minutes or less, the Examiner must stop the conversation.

Examiners are reminded to introduce the topic area at the start of each topic conversation as well as the
transition between each section with a phrase in Chinese e.g. FATIERAT BARXF1E—, RIS E .

Clerical checks and sample size

In most centres, the clerical work had usually been completed very efficiently and centres are thanked for
this. It is essential that all clerical work is checked very carefully to ensure that candidates receive the correct
mark. Centres generally understood the requirements of the sample size and samples were nearly always
correct. Please always remember to include the work of candidates at the top and bottom of the mark range.
Please also ensure the working mark sheet (WMS) is correctly completed by each Examiner with the
candidates’ correct names and numbers, a record of the role play and topic conversation cards and that it is
signed and dated by the Examiner.

Recording quality

A high proportion of the recordings received were of a very good quality, thank you. Please check all
recording equipment prior to the live exams and before despatching the sample. Please also try to ensure
reasonably quiet conditions for recording to avoid background noise. If an external microphone has been
used for recording, please make sure that it is nearer to the candidate than to the Examiner. The recording
should not be stopped during the three parts of each candidate’s speaking exam. The Examiner, and not the
candidate, must introduce the candidate by name and number.

Application of the mark scheme

In the role plays, marks can only be awarded for the set questions. To score 2 marks, an answer may be
brief, but the language should be appropriate to the task and in an appropriate time frame where applicable,
substantially accurate and not be ambiguous in terms of the message being communicated. If the meaning
of the required message is made ambiguous through for example poor pronunciation of a key word or an
incorrect time frame then a mark of 1 should be awarded.

In the topic conversations, when applying the mark scheme for Communication, it is necessary to think
carefully about how well the answers gave the required information and how consistently this was done
across the two topics. Performances where answers convey most of the required information but are brief,
sometimes irrelevant and with little development, would fall into the Satisfactory category. To score high
marks for Communication, candidates need to be able to offer consistently relevant information and to show
that they can develop their ideas and opinions, adding relevant detail where necessary. The ability to justify
and explain is also a feature of performance of the Very good mark band. It should be noted that if
conversations are short, candidates could be disadvantaged as they may not have the opportunity to
develop their material. When applying the mark scheme for Quality of Language, the key descriptors
considered here are the ability to use a range of structures as listed in the syllabus, and the ability to use a
range of appropriate vocabulary. Pronunciation is also a key descriptor. To score high marks for Quality of
Language, candidates need to show control of a wide range of accurately used language and structures (this
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can include past and future time frames) as well as very good pronunciation, fluency, intonation and
expression.

Comments on specific questions

Role plays

The situations at the start of each role-play should be read aloud in Chinese by the Examiner before
commencing the test. This is reassuring for the candidate, and establishes that he/she is playing a role, not
merely answering for themselves. Most candidates approached the role-plays well with many scoring good
marks. The weakest candidates also showed that they could score marks for partial communication on some
tasks. The first two tasks on each card were of a very factual nature and gave candidates the opportunity to
answer briefly. They did not require longer and more developed answers. Candidates mostly answered these
two opening questions well. On each card, the last three tasks were more challenging and gave candidates
the opportunity to show that they could use past and future time frames correctly and develop their answers
with opinions and simple explanations. A useful technique for candidates to adopt in the 10-minute
preparation time is to think very carefully about useful vocabulary and structures which could occur in their
given role play scenario.

In Card 1, the tasks were generally answered well. Weaker candidates did not understand the meaning of
the noun L% present in task 2.

In Card 2, task 3, weaker candidates struggled with the question word {14 i f%? When?

In task 4, some candidates found it hard to produce a past time frame here. {&_F—X ZWRIEN T H 4?7 What
did you eat the last time you went to a restaurant?

In Card 3, task 1, some candidates did not understand /X% K 7 ? How old are you?

In task 4, some candidates did not understand /4 & 153} sports activities. In task 5, some candidates found it
hard to answer the second part of the question 1R AEIZ 2t 2 4T41? Aft4? Do you want some medicine or
an injection? Why?

In Card 4, task 4, weaker candidates struggled with the question word {1477 ? What place?

In Card 5, task 3, 7/EJL ZIEHE, 1RSI AHTT? When you are in Beijing, what places will you visit?
Some candidates found it hard to understand the underlined words in the question and some did not answer
in a future time frame. In task 5, /R EF P02 2 What is the hardest part of studying Chinese?

weaker candidates were not always able to answer the second part and explain why they found a certain
aspect of learning Chinese hard.

In Card 6, some candidates did not understand the key word X_T. voluntary work. It was referred to in
English in the role-play scenario card they had received in their preparation. In task 2, weaker candidates
struggled with the question word 114 i % ? when? and the verb FF4 start. In task 3, some candidates
answered with a past time frame making the reply ambiguous. 7£# A B¢, R4 % At 4?2 What do you
want/will you do for the senior citizens at the home for the elderly? In task 4, weaker candidates found it
difficult to produce a past time frame YRLARTFEA 4 Hu 7 i L T2 Where have you previously done
voluntary work?

In Card 7, questions were generally answered well. In task 4, weaker candidates did not understand #/RZ [ff
ITH 417 ? What places are near your house?

In Card 8, questions were generally answered well. In task 4, weaker candidates did not understand {/R7E 7
ZAEEH AT ? Where are you staying in Xian?

In Card 9, questions were generally answered well. In task 3, some candidates found it hard to answer {5 &
MRWT A AFER) S SR ? What type of music do you like listening to?

Topic conversations
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Examiners are reminded to introduce the topic area in Chinese just before the start of each conversation.
The first three topics were based on one of the sub-topics of Areas A and B as listed in the syllabus. The last
four topics were taken from one of the sub-topics in Areas C, D or E of the syllabus. All these sub-topics
were familiar to candidates and a full range of performance was seen with each conversation having its
easier and more challenging questions. The first two questions on each conversation were closed and
straightforward in nature and were set at an easier level to start off the conversation. They could be
answered briefly and with factual language, although stronger candidates took the opportunity to give more
developed responses containing relevant details. The final three questions on each card were more open
and required candidates to communicate relevantly in past and future time frames. Each topic conversation
also gave candidates the opportunity to express opinions and develop where possible their reasons for their
opinions.

Topic 1 Leisure Time (ZE[HEf[E]) The first two questions were generally answered well. In Question 3,
only the strongest candidates understood the key word ¥4 picnic. The alternative question signaled to
candidates that food and drink were involved so some could then answer. In Question 4 weaker candidates
did not understand A\[H] different and some candidates found it hard to explain why different hobbies were
important. In Question 5, weaker candidates struggled with the key word % 4% housework.

Topic 2 Food and Drink (& A4kl The first two questions were accessible to the majority of
candidates and answered well. In Question 3, most candidates could explain whether eating meat was
important or not. In Question 4, weaker candidates found it hard to understand £ 3% >J it lifestyle habits and
many candidates did not pick up that the question required a past time frame, /NI {% when you were young.
Similarly, in Question 5, many candidates did not realise that this was a future time frame and there were
some responses using a past time frame. Weaker candidates did not understand the meaning of {5t to
cook or H . yourself.

Topic 3 Self, family and friends (BT, ZFAFMAAK) The first question was answered well by most
candidates who could produce some description words for what their friend looked like. In Question 2,
weaker candidates found it challenging to answer {12 /E4 LRI 2 how did you meet? However, many
candidates were able to answer with at school or playing sport. Question 3 was generally answered well,
with weaker candidates feeling more confident with the alternative question. In Question 5, the key verb ¥
to live was not always understood, as well as the phrase W5 #l<: if you had the chance and the need for
a future time frame.

Topic 4 Shopping (%) The first question was answered well by most candidates who confidently
understood the question word #E who? In Question 2, weaker candidates found it hard to respond to the
question HHAFERITEE ? What type of shop? Question 3 was answered well by strong candidates but many
candidates had to be asked the alternative question as they did not understand the main question
particularly the word £ )J; experience and 3¢ buy food. In Question 4, weaker candidates did not
understand the word 4% shopping but when asked the alternative question with the easier verb for
shopping L4 7 to buy things, they could give reasons for the pros and cons of shopping on-line.

Topic 5 The international world (EFritt5%) The first question was accessible to the majority of candidates
and answered well. In Question 2, weaker candidates found it hard to understand the word S {% climate. In
Question 3, many candidates did not understand the word 43 to celebrate in the original question but were
able to answer the alternative question when the verb it to spend was used. There were also some
candidates who answered with a future time frame when a past time frame was required. In Question 4
weaker candidates did not understand Z ¥4 I &7 12 visiting sites of interest and also struggled with the
alternative question &1 % i 5t & seeing famous sites. In Question 5, the word [E 4} abroad was not picked
up by some candidates.

Topic 6 Education/work (2342 / T{E) The first question was answered well by most candidates. In
Question 2, the word ¥ jifi facilities was not always understood by candidates. In Question 3, the verb
phrase E43L#1? how did you spend (yesterday at school) proved difficult for weaker candidates but they
could access the alternative questions. Question 4 proved challenging for many candidates; the key words
34 holiday and ¥T I to work were not always understood.

BB Cambridge Assessment
&P International Education © 2022




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Mandarin Chinese (Foreign Language) June 2022
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Topic 7 Living environment ({1 77) The first question was accessible to the majority of candidates and
answered well. In Question 2, the word A3 1%jiti public facilities was not always understood by candidates.
In Questions 4 and 5, which focused on ¥ 1&[q]i8i environmental problems and suggested solutions,
candidates could have been better prepared for this topic.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/41
Writing

Key messages

e Use Chinese characters throughout. In particular, avoid using any pinyin or English for Question 1

o Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2

e A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect Question 2
and the completion of task for Question 3

¢ Read the scenario carefully for Question 3 and answer all the questions and pay attention to different
time frames.

o Ifataskis ‘Who participated the evening party?’ and the candidate answers ‘there were many people
who participated the evening party’ (and nothing else), then they do not meet the criteria for the top band
of task completion.

e Similarly, if a task is ‘What is the benefit of doing volunteer work?’ and the candidate answers ‘there are
many benefits of doing volunteer work’ (and nothing else), then they do not meet the criteria for the top
band of task completion.

General comments

This is the first year that the new syllabus and mark scheme have taken place, Question 1 was a totally new
format to the candidates, and the mark scheme for Questions 2 and 3 were quite different from previous
years. There were a number of impressive performances from centres. Some candidates used complex
structures and difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which demonstrates their linguistic ability was
improving.

Even the format in Question 1 has been changed, apart from gap 2 ‘what type of room you want to stay in’
seemed a bit challenging, all other gaps were well managed with proper words from the core vocabulary list
due to the topics were common and familiar to candidates.

The overall quality of work from candidates on Questions 2 and 3 have not differed too much from previous
years. The change in the mark scheme explicitly assesses the range of language applied in candidates’ work
and this was heavily reflected in this year’s response. It was wonderful to see a greater variety of expressions
and structures attempted by most candidates although there is room for improvement in the accuracy of the
usage.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. It should be remembered that a composition requires a
certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the question with a level of detail, and variety in
vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Candidates should be reminded that if they write significantly
fewer than 80 characters for Question 2 or 150 characters for Question 3, they will not produce enough
evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. As above and to emphasise, since this is a writing
exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin should be
avoided.

Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the bullet
points and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences too much would have been more efficient to
use the recommended word count. Letter format and long openings and ending greeting is not essential which
could take up candidates’ exam time and the space for recommended word counts.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form for a summer camp. Most of the candidates were able to fill the gaps
with ease. There were plenty good and easy answers for gap 2 ‘what type of room you want to stay in’, e.g. X
FE. AR, TR B, but it seemed a bit challenging for a handful of candidates who
only wrote numbers or a noun, e.g. . —. /K instead of X A5+ = AJ5 or BRI AAE—IH].

For gap 1 #82: 1 [E %, majority of the candidates wrote countries without mistake, but a few added A after a
country which could not qualify a mark.

Gaps 3 + 4 were very well answered with different activities, e.g. Jifik. 7Bk, 5.

For the gap 5 "z 114, the majority were able to write an item of food, e.g. A, M. X1, butin a few
occasions, drinks appeared in the answer, unfortunately marks could not be awarded.

Accuracy of characters generally was good, however, there were several common mistakes. They were either
adding or missing a radical or with a wrong radical or using a character with similar phonetic sound. Centres
could train their candidates to avoid the similar mistakes for future exams.

The mistakes listed below are in the brackets. IT#%Ek () . Hdr (FE) . HHE (8 . 8 (5 . A
(W~ ) 4 ) R FTRER (TIXR) M () | e (B 8 (B F. Bad &) K etc.

Candidates should be aware that writing in Pinyin or in English or mixing them up, e.g. piao &. ¥ qiu, have
not been awarded marks so should be avoided.

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about their favourite park. Most of the candidates fully
understood the requirements of the question and responded very well to it. The best candidates were not only
able to understand rubrics and to answer the bullet points to fulfil the communication aspect, but also were
able to use their linguistic knowledge accurately on character writing, vocabulary, for both simple and complex
sentence structures. They were able to provide consistently relevant information and opinions.

Bullet point 1: the vast majority did well and answers like iX Ml B IR FRIT . AiE. EB+5% were good
enough to qualify a mark. Some candidates consistently provided opinions, e.g. 2 [l 7E 3BT At LA (4% T
BARGERIR R, H2EEHE B E which pushed the marks to the top band. But some candidates might
feel Z it was slightly different from the past questions and didn’t understand % is a question word in here so

they included it in their answers, e.g. SR EX AL, REE. .

The maijority could respond to bullet points 2 + 3 very well with extended information, e.g. F—¥%% B 17 {5 &
A R E, R ERRIRN BT E R A ARRGEREE, ARZLE, PredE . However,

some weak candidates only merely wrote 2 [l () K 51 or A4 hua, shu.

Many candidates wrote several interesting places in a park for bullet point 4, e.g. /£Ek3%. MEKIZ. WIHET.
Some came up with impressive words, e.g. &, KK, L7 . On the other end of the
spectrum, ¥ BEffH 7 posed a challenge for a few candidates, some mistaking it as fi#f14 or ¥tit4 and
started to list a few of the activities, e. g. T¥k. E .

Most of the candidates were familiar with the question word 14 i/ {% and wrote accurate answers for bullet
point 5. However; a few candidates did not use future time frame which was showed in the question and used
past time phrases, e.g. L2, 4K, thus, communication had not been clearly achieved. Centres
should advise candidates to be more vigilant to the tense in Question 2, in which there is always a question in
future time frame and candidates should distinguish past time phrases and future time phrases and patrticles,
also include them in their answers, e.g. FA8T ™A HAER I 19 A7 A B L XA AT
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There is a new mark scheme for Question 2, to score the top band, candidates need to include details.
Therefore, even though some candidates answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as
they needed to expand their answers and to provide a level of detail.

Candidates should be reminded when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet points,
they should be more careful of looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing any
parts or the questions words have been removed from the answers. Also, whether the answer words were in
the correct place. There were some mistakes listed below which need to be improved.

Some candidates were restricted by the notion of 80-100 characters and have not really demonstrated their
capabilities, which could be observed by crossed sentences which could have made the essay much more
interesting and fuller. A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will
affect the marks even if all the questions have been answered.

There were plenty good examples for each task, e.qg:

e Good structures: FER-ww - AH R eee; AHeeeeee i Heeey R 9BHE; DU BB BLeeeee; BR T - DAAR
s WAL bt BRSNS NEENIFO; NFE RS, BREA 4@, BB ETERN
PLFRE SRR, FIRE S IR W B IR — e s XS B ARGy

e Good vocabulary: % F AL EM A, TAUSERE. BERMIEE. TIREmrim. =0 EERam

e Opinions: AEERZK ML, LB RESH AL T, FrolIEs 71{E;

On the contrast, some areas needed improving:

Grammar:

e Wrong sentence order: I R XM AEBHRMA . INMAEEF R K Zim. —ITHEREAR. WS
T WEKTE A M . B T KE

e Use of & with adjectives: A RIR K. FONRIREFIZ. AKIEZIRM

e Misuse of th: A A — MR, W—ANEHHE

e Misuseof T: AEZBRLGT. RAGEF LT IXNARE

e Mixed tenses: F&A8 Fix AN/ el F4E

e Misuse of 45: FKRIBWHERITFE LA

Characters and words:

e Mixture of characters, Pinyin and English: A4 hua, 48 zuo yun dong fR1R, AREAH A, field

e  Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape: 7% (%) . BiH (&)
AR BD R R IO L AT G RE. AR UMD R R 2. 7RI CRED &4,
A CH MNEM. B D K (N

Question 3

The styles of the questions did not change much this year and there are now two options for candidates to
choose from: (a) to write a letter to a grandpa talking about a Chinese New Year party that you recently
attended; (b) to write an article for a magazine, talking about your views of volunteering. The option (a) was
more popular than (b), less than 30 per cent of the candidates opted for (b) since the word for volunteering i
T only appeared this year. The majority could respond to all the bullet points with a good level of detail and
link ideas effectively with appropriate connectives.

(a) New Year party
Completion of the tasks
The majority covered the required information, also provided additional and detailed information which was
relevant to the bullet points. This year the weight of task completion had increased to 10 instead of 5 in the

previous year, so candidates were aware that they should give detailed information, opinions/reactions and
explanations to reach the top band.
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Question words for task 1 ‘where’, task 4 ‘how’ and task 2 ‘who’ did not cause issues to complete the tasks.
However, %2> appeared for the first time in the syllabus, so a few did not understand and thought it was just a
party, therefore, it caused a few problems to complete task 5 ‘what people do to make the new year party
better next year'.

MRLL A in bullet point 2 required candidates to write about more than one person since £ was referred to
multiple people rather than one, it was glad to see most of answers were elaborated upon. Besides, the
majority of the candidates wrote a lot for bullet point 4 about food and offered many opinions which made the
essays pleasant to read. Elaborating and expanding the answers is important to achieve good marks. Some
good examples are listed below.

BT A4 RERIS 5K in bullet point 3 seemed well answered even il %k perhaps was not as frequently seen as
3% 5, but 3% 5% and tH4#£H) offered many clues to candidates of what they need to write about. #1355k
« EEESR. PEHR. AT E S were popular, FEF M. 5 #¥ K also appeared in the answers which
were impressive.

As mentioned in the above, task 5 was not attempted successfully as other tasks. It might be due to the
question style and modifier 2. Some candidates just purely wrote plans for next year which had nothing to do
with this year's party, e.g. BAEHE 2322 SJ IR 2 i & B 4T

Centres should be aware that if the whole answer to Question 3 was irrelevant (e.g. contains no evidence of
being related to the bullet points set), Task completion, Range and Accuracy would be awarded 0. However, if
Question 3 was attempted but communication was not achieved (e.g. the candidate misunderstood the
question), a maximum of 4 for Range would be awarded. If the words count was significantly less than the
recommended length, the capping system would be applied.

There were many good examples for each task, e.g:

BAMEERAT [, T HARE .

SN I AT

FAIWr 1 b B F RO E R BT 2, PR T P AR

HARFA ARSI, (HRMARE, BRI 1. S8, FEREK P AIFAERE IO,

FBHZ DL BLR N IRIZEK

o MR THEREEKK, FTUMERITHEMES NG S .

o WIRWIEMMSAEL AZM, T,

o MM, REBFLOKRRESEL, BOMERBAEMAL. £F (B BX, TATH,

Range

It was very pleasing to see some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appear in the candidates’ work.
This year it appeared common to see that some complex connectives had been used such as: Bk {H &,
AE T Hoeeey PR B LA B T - BAAL, &+, BRILZAF, AL, accurately used #5, I, &, HA&
A which again has shown their high linguistic ability. Some candidates used comparisons when they gave
opinions upon learning different languages, such as: 3% 755 B &4 L i0 U i il 517

There was also a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks, e.g. A1z M. SM&EE. S Bk 4%
RN M—TE L SRTEIA L X TR FE RO

Some good examples were listed below:

o AMMEFRENWTLIXRER) AR, AT AR LT

o Mgy EAMETSC S o, i HAR S T S E Ak

o AR, Wi BENTBCT AT, FTRAFRHIIARAER, (HR KRR R .
o M AIRSWAHL? BRZXEE NEAR AP E N XA .

Accuracy of characters and grammar
The new mark scheme laid more emphasis on accuracy compared with the previous year. Most candidates

wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some even with Pinyin
and English words which would affect the marks. Very occasionally using Pinyin or wrong characters with the
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same phonetic sound for communication purpose could be accepted for task completion, but it would be
penalized in this category.

There were some areas for improvement, e.qg:
Characters: % (#f) &5 FCaF GO W& G K (WO 4 ) WL R4 (B s (7))

Grammar:

e Missed past tense particle T in sentences: & A 175 ER. SR T U702

e Mixed up words: JEiE 1) & & EIBRIE R X HE R

e Misused verbs: B4 REG H L, & EE R

e Wrong sentence order: Wi & 5k (4t

Use of /& with adjectives: JLFEIRIT T+ WK EIRIT . FAZLF . XM AL

e Misplace adverbial modifier and attribute: #{ AR4F. S0 M4 A ANNIEEFTH A # K
e Misuse of t: R Z KIRthH %%

e Misuse adjective: & 'RIRUFE . REN. EYIKIT

o Misuse ®: A1 HHEERE, PriRE R

e  Misuse comparison: FIRZXELUF. LM B8 SRIBAF . A B R DOE I8 5K Bk 1) R

(b) Volunteering
Completion of the tasks

Surprisingly, this option was as popular as the other choice perhaps due to the true experience of { X T. even
though it was newly added to the syllabus. Candidates who chose this option had enough ideas to complete
the tasks except bullet point 2 in which, the question word % /A seemed not the same as that in the previous
years. Task1 ‘with who’, task 3 ‘advantage’ and 4 ‘disadvantage’ were handled very well for the whole cohort
and last bullet point ‘where’ was also not unfamiliar to candidates even with future time frame.

For task 2 it Y 2 /A, candidates answered At T 2 A FAUMPYA . FAMI TIRZ A FAMIL T 2 X, ete.
which showed candidates did not understand the new questioning style so just merely copied the question and
changed /% to & and still kept the question word % in the answer.

For the task 5 18 T X AE 244 3 7 i X T, answers like 2=+ [E 177 i X T showed the candidate trained to
use the structures in the question and replace the question word with a noun. Similar cases happened for task
3 ML TAH— MR

However, there were some very good examples below:

o ARHI SCSER MG LT

o RHSEARVEMEMIBLE TN
o XAEEFI

o ENAE R

o EMLT, BFOYEMRIEHA

Range
It was very pleasing to see some complex connectives have been used such as: EfRk«---(H i oo; AH 7]

Hees R ByHE: DU KA frbhees; BR 1 ---BLAE, H/i8--+; Lln;  which again has shown their high
linguistic ability.
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Wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen, e.g. T/F&%: . HHEME. BLHFA
.+ Jh37. Some idioms and proverbs were really impressive, e.g.

e Opinions: RAMERT LAFEBHAIN, 1 H AT LAAEARA T RO, X RS bR TE TR0
o R LTS [ AR T

o [R T ERIAA LTI AT LR, AL R ] A8 2 T

o SCTETRAMET B O LI 22 ST ER I AR T

o NAHAMNAUZMA

o TREMIRZH A LM TAE, A Re R IER B RIBLE TR EM A

o HHUEELERA HNZ LR AR ENIR, SRR AR
Accuracy

Candidates who chose 3(b) did well in grammar and structures which could be seen in the above examples.
However, there were some areas that could be improved upon:

Characters: Z AN (Fi) 5 Tt (FE) « ERE E) « %% (B « 7— (B « FE (i) . IFx )

Grammar:

Mixed tenses: FRAEFIFR A & FEi T T

Mixed Pinyin, English with character: 1R lei. i {2 impressive
Words order: 48 2: =/MNMAA L FRATEER VYN T T
Anglicised structures: FUMBIRM L T.. REBEA SN AR, BT XTRE
Including question word in answer: A1 7 £ A

Use of j& with adjectives: /& X, ZUFbr. 2R 5t

Use #il to link two sentences or clauses: 278 .

Missing measure words: A1 7+E X T.. =K

Missing verb: &4 K ALK ZE ST

Misuse of t: X T2 ¥#&A MW L TRATH
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/42
Writing

Key messages

e Use Chinese characters throughout. In particular, avoid using any pinyin or English in Question 1

o Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2

e A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect the
completion of task and therefore marks awarded for Question 3

¢ Read the scenario carefully for Question 3 and answer all the questions and pay attention to different
time frames

o Ifataskis ‘What is the benefit of learning a new language?’ and the candidate answers ‘there are many
benefits of learning a new language’ (and nothing else), then they do not meet the criteria for the top
band of task completion.

General comments

This is the first year that the new syllabus and mark scheme have taken place, Question 1 was a totally new
format to the candidates, and the mark scheme for Questions 2 and 3 were quite different from previous
years. It was pleasing to see that the majority of candidates performed well and there were a number of
excellent performances from centres in the South East Asian regions. Some candidates used complex
structures and difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which demonstrates their linguistic ability is higher
than the level that GCSE requires.

The change in Question 1 required candidates to recall vocabulary from a wider range of topics which
proved to be more challenging than previous years on this question. As a result, candidates’ scores on this
question were more varied than before, achieving full marks was not easy.

The overall quality of work from candidates on Questions 2 and 3 have not differed too much from previous
years. The change in the mark scheme explicitly assesses the range of language applied in candidates’ work
and this was heavily reflected in this year’s response. It was wonderful to see a greater variety of
expressions and structures attempted by most candidates although there is room for improvement in the
accuracy of the usage.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), it should be
remembered that a composition requires a certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the
question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long, but less varied
essay will not be awarded as many marks as a one with greater variety and interest. However, candidates
should be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 80 characters for Question 2 or 150 characters
for Question 3, they will not produce enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. As above and to emphasise, since this is a writing
exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin must be
avoided.

Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the bullet
points and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences too much would have been more efficient to
use the recommended word count. Letter format and long openings and ending greeting is not essential
which could take up candidates’ exam time and the space for recommended word counts.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form, in which they must describe the physical appearance of a friend, the
clothes she/he wore, and where she/he was lost in an amusement park. Most of the candidates were able to
write descriptive words/phrases about one’s appearance and clothes, however, some candidates made
mistakes about where the person was lost in an amusement park, simply using the word 7 3% which
already appeared on the rubrics and therefore it did not properly respond to the question. This question
required candidates to write any appropriate places in an amusement park rather than an amusement park
on its own. This has shown that some candidates did not fully understand the requirement of the question.
Like in the previous years, any words copied from rubrics were not awarded marks.

In addition, words which cannot be considered as a place in the park, e.g. i # (s, &#13% or name of a
country, e.g. #'[E were also not awarded marks.

For the K4 ¥ question, straightforward descriptions of appearance, using words on the core vocabulary
list were good enough to score marks, such as &+ #%&. KEMRE. Kkk. KERLE. RIER. KHZ.
KK NNEIBEE, FiR. WEEMIRE . R, AKE, SURXERK, etc. Some able candidates
even produced very detailed and vivid descriptions, e.g. IEM £ LEREILK. PREMRE. SE2KR
ALK WAESRKRS Sky KEETERIRHRAES . RIS R EERIC. TR, AR ARk to

impress examiners.

This might because they were confused by and misunderstood ‘5" from the rubric “5 7 £’ in the brackets.

For the 7744 4KJiik question, the majority recognised 4/l and could provide items of clothes in characters
albeit due to some elements of pinyin in the key characters, unfortunately marks could not be awarded.
Overall results were very encouraging. Clothing items on the core vocabulary list were often seen, e.g. %k
VR BRI BT BT AR BERRE. BT LAE5ME. More able candidates
wrote KM EAHERA T DREERIRAKR. FhgARNR. %405 0 which were great.

For the 7EWF AN L) question, BIf. B fg5-5530. DERSME . 2~ #RIET. 1T iR
11 I N 2077 < 00 /N2 5 7711 o P vA AN S vA NI € 5 < 41 10T N2 8 27 <19/ AN EG o L1 I 5% 7] O R e N

I EXE. 1543 were all very impressive and deserved a mark.
Verbs were not needed for Question 1 for this year.

However, some answers could not be counted as physical appearance, e.g. #iiR4%. #k 1, sadly lost
marks.

In addition, there were several common mistakes when writing words/phrases about appearance, clothes
and places. They were either adding or missing a radical or with a wrong radical or using a character with
similar phonetic sound. The mistakes listed below are in the brackets. For example: ¥t (i — very
common mistake) + k (%) K (3E) . 4 (Torg) . A (A, H) &, #F (5 . 4 (&) . I
EB)F B (B 7. BE@E). KEG)RE. 11 D By QU pre 8 CeD « Al (BED  BrE (g
) L 8 B, ete.

Candidates should be aware that written in Pinyin or in English or mixed them up, e.g. mao F. A niu .
xie T+ ZL{4f) trousers have not been awarded marks so it should be avoided.

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about a school in a city centre. Most of the candidates fully
understood the requirements of the question and responded very well to it. The best candidates were not
only able to understand rubrics and to weave all the bullet points into the writing to fulfil the communication
aspect, but also were able to use their linguistic knowledge accurately on character writing, vocabulary, for
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both simple and complex sentence structures. They were able to provide consistently relevant information
and opinions.

Bullet point 1: the vast majority did very well and answers like X & — T 028K HBREFAL . N, dig,
K% were fine. Some were very impressive with —2& . E PR, %% 5% 42, etc. However, some candidates
did not understand the bullet point and wrote about their school.

The maijority could respond to bullet point 2 albeit many still got the word order wrong, e.g. /15 2P IF4E Eif
Am before 9 o’clock or 2T FifJ\ 5. Good details were AN AR B E-L S IFIE B, EERRMFERE. 2
W— 2RSS TR B, (HE R\ S A TR

Candidates were doing very well for bullet point 3 about teachers. Almost all had something to say about
their teachers and also extended comments on teachers generated the most extra points. Most common
answers such as &ZUif. SRTHBIAE. BBHHRAEZ. GE 0. FHEREFAEN NG, RAE8. More
advanced candidates used ffi 0>« R RAE. SHA5. . 3£, etc. to show their opinions.

However, 5532 in the bullet point 4 posed a challenge for quite a few candidates, some mistaken it as
facilities or H.i21 and started to list a few of the school facilities, e.g. “# &G #47 A7 bk its. There were also a
number of candidates who did not understand %121, so listed some names of subjects instead, e.g. “~ 1 {15
WA H L. FCFHECE or AR Z 5514,

This might show that the candidates did not recognise the word %14 which is in the core vocabulary list.

Centres should advise candidates to revise the core vocabulary list before the exam since the characters in
the questions all come from it. On the other side of the spectrum, answers like 2% 5510 H — N K NFER A
bel, T8 AR S AT E R E TS B, 25510 — X . RARH B8 BRI E R T\ T T

were also seen.

Most of the candidates were familiar with the questions word # and wrote accurate answers for bullet point
5. However; a few candidates did not use future time frame which was showed in the question, e.g. T &
—ii %4 thus, communication had not been clearly achieved.

There is a new mark scheme for Question 2, to score the top band, candidates need to include details.
Therefore, even though some candidates answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as
they needed to expand their answers and to provide a level of detail.

Candidates should be reminded when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet points,
they should be more careful of looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing any
parts or the questions words have been removed from the answers. Also, whether the answer words were in
the correct place. There were some mistakes listed below which need to be improved.

Some candidates were restricted by the notion of 80-100 characters and have not really demonstrate their
capabilities, which could be observed by crossed sentences which could have made the essay much more
interesting and fuller. A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will
affect the marks even if all the questions have been answered.

There were many good examples for each task, e.g.

o R PTREER, ML BIREEA .

o X PIUGEERS, BITATHSEEANEE SR .

o YRR ENFUFIT, HZ/\ IR B

o IXHEZIIR A T O RARGH L o

o PRHIZINARE 2 E %, BIOVATAMEAREEY], T BB BARIRET
o XRHIZIMEAZLE, BIREMAR.

o RHIFUAREZILERA,

PRGN DAY, ARRE T R A AR B,
RS AR, FrUCeE s, AR ER R EE 1 SR k.
AR T O, PTRASS AR Z WG . 2 AR B T2 bl w] DL EIR
TR IR IRIR SRR, B BIESE e T
NIRRT o6 2 B, BN SCBFARLEFRATT X a] 27 AL
SR EF A ZZ TR, RO B RATH SR .
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o M asEAEH XA B

o ERSHIUAT (AR XGE IR -

o FRRINBITANE ISR, REARKEIA.

o FRIFLAH - NAEF KK AR IEA SRR A . RE/DS TR L.
o FREMZIMAMRE R, LRENHAEE CRRESZT.

o REMZIMARE KU, MR ) #2245 U RS

o HEIRGEAY,

o ERSFIUAFAE, RELEREEE S ZBAFIEE TR E,

By contrast, some areas needed improvement:

Grammar:

e Wrong sentence order: “#RITIG-C AR b REERX N AR BIMERAN AL — BT HERTE
AlEL PETR

e Use of & with adjectives: "2 4% . R gl K 4F

e Use fll to link two sentences or clauses: £ b\ i FRFN T4 PU 25 . ah AR 47 Fn g (S VR AR 4nz

e  Missing measure words: 284 )\ -+ )i

e Use of adverb th: 1X B )& IR A iF AR = WAt AT ], ARZ A

e Miss use of location: 2 [d 5532 76 3% ) 4%

e Use of verbs: ¥l K&, #BIRET

e Useof J: ERHIBIMZAMREF T BFEFE AR 2 I ERE H4F T

¢  Mistaken noun phrase for a sentence: i =X MPAEZ I, R PE IR EF A BIERMH S G2
RIFHI . ZBIMAARZ Oy T

Characters and words:

e Mixture of characters, Pinyin and English: suo UL, [ ji, xing #, improve A THIHES . iX jian %455
WA — jian R can i

e Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape: 4 (f§) Ak ZIfiA
oo(H) AN 5 B %%, B (B 2. question word '8 was written as &y, 3£ () K. (B K
R KL W (B Ry — (R Z. AT— (B L (@R, 8B B G L e A
) L B L BEK (R L B () 3, T(instead of 1) WE (HE) H. T(Th)E. Sc(E)E. BB
B GE A/ (ED

Question 3

The styles of the questions did not change much this year and there were only two options for candidates to
choose from: (a) to write an email to a pen-pal talking about a new language that they recently learned; (b) to
write an article for a magazine, talking about pollution in their local region/area. The option 3(a) was very
popular and proved an easier topic to relate to than 3(b) which was answered by only a small number of
candidates. The candidates who chose 3(b) normally showed very good language proficiency in content,
range and accuracy. The majority could respond to all the bullet points with a good level of detail and link
ideas effectively with appropriate connectives.

(a) Language
Completion of the tasks

Most candidates have shown very good knowledge about opening and ending formats of a letter/email. The
majority did not only cover the required information, but also provided additional and detailed information
which was relevant to the bullet points. This year the weight of task completion had increased to 10 instead
of 5 in the previous year, so candidates should give detailed information, opinions/reactions and
explanations to reach the top band. For example, bullet point 4 was ‘what is the benefit of learning a new
language’, if the candidate answered % >J3#ii& & A 18 2 1F 4t and nothing else, it did not meet the criteria for
the top band of task completion. Similar cases for bullet point 1 and 5 &34 TR Z#iE S, WHERITHZR
% 1% = which did not count as completing the tasks.

Most candidates managed to complete all tasks albeit not all with the required level of detail. A few did not
understand the word i& & and came up with something completely irrelevant such as i il . 52k, etc
activities. It was frustrating to see some strong candidates fail to give enough details to secure full marks
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despite giving accurate information for each point. Elaborating and expanding the answers is important to
achieve good marks. Some good examples are listed below.

Candidates were more familiar with questions words this year. For bullet point 2 and 3, why and how
questions were well attempted with success. Candidates could use the words and structures in the syllabus
and provided many interesting opinions and explanations, e.g. & L e, RS F SCIR B,
HAE X X FE . ERE B ADE . RMF NS E B ARIRE . FRAE R .

On the other spectrum, candidates sometimes failed to notice the need for the past tense in the first bullet
point, and the future tense in the final bullet point. Teachers could encourage candidates to look for past time
frame particle 7. I or phrases indicating past time frame, e.g. fir. FER. LEAH or /2. - - AY structure
and future time frame particles 75 . 1%, #. Z. 2 or phrases indicating future time frame, e.g. B4,
%K. X in the questions and include them in their answers.

In Question 3 a large number of candidates wrote very long and elaborate introductions and endings to their
letters and emails. It would be recommended to keep the greetings as short as possible which would leave
more time to candidates to write more useful content in the examination. On the other hand, writing general

opening and ending formalities, e.g. “‘GFAKRAWEWRINE T RS RIS ? FiEit g ?; RERSEHFE?
RS Af BE, J3EEan ! which could be pre-learnt and would not attribute much to the final scores.

Centres should be aware that if the whole answer to Question 3 was irrelevant (e.g. contains no evidence of
being related to the bullet points set), Task completion, Range and Accuracy would be awarded 0. However,
if Question 3 was attempted but communication was not achieved (e.g. the candidate misunderstood the
question), a maximum of 4 for Range would be awarded. If the words counts significantly less than
recommended length, the capping system would be applied.

There were plenty of good examples for each task, e.g.

o BAETIAHEE T IEE,

o AR RPINEARERE A AR BNEEIRIT, JFRT DR 3w ).

o NTEHKE, WIE T MIFREGS A

o REMANPEFILH), aHOER EMAS,

o WA SR TALRERE 2 NRAHAE DAL, IS ik AR BAN R B 5K SCAE

o AMETLLEIATARISNE SO, ] DR IA TR AR . AT CLER ASSHR, W] AL A A T
o ESUFTINE S A LAENITHIAFAL, Eeleee-

o HIFERAMEATHAR mIRMIGEACE, M HILE Y HE.

o WITHEHA LR,

o M EAANEIE IR, S5 F AT AR IRAT T2 AR S, AR RATT IR S
o BRUELIAN, ZESTHNE S th bR E 2 1 TN .

o KRR AEAIREARENES, 75 EAWEREL B, mAMIRIEEEZE.
o BN SVHE S AMERE I NBIHNR, LRI R ALET o

Range

It was very pleasing to see some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appeared in the candidates
work. This year it appeared common to see that some complex connectives have been used such as: HER---
o fH ey AMH e T Hoeee sy B FTRAeeees BR T oo DAL, WAE- 4, AT, RT, Bk, At
, accurately used #8, F|, &, HEA, @i, £ which again has shown their high linguistic ability.
Some candidates used comparisons when they gave opinions upon learning different languages, such as: &
Wit HIE L IOE RS

There was also a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks, e.g. $ANEE. —28H73. b dls,
BTTOLE SCHAN IR I RRIR N ARERERTE . RO TRESC BRITACEE . SR SR EE
VR, RS,
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Some good examples are below:

BAREEIRIR A AE, (HRIRAITHIRGE

A ERAE ) T8 RO ) B R Th /D LG Le b5 FR TR Fr o

T BIAZEEPE IR . WA GAFEAEARAE S, WA BRI &L, NS 2 REFTRT .

el i, AT ERL, G IIEOIEXTTE S S 4F.

TG AR T — ki ST vty DU SRR G AR (1) DR R A2 ) A

FIENP L WA T —NDEA ST L

FOUHNE S IO RATAMERERS ) W, X Re e HiERE ), HOE 2215

EFREEIN 7 H AR ST AT I

TEARBAE T —HERIRERA R H A ST A A

oy TRINE S 2 B IRAR T A3 3 E AR AE DA 4

B I POE RIS R OB R BB, FREATFROE.

B 2 o) I AR IR A, FRAEAE 3 — s AT A2

BHRZ ESR L, s, B CH%5.

) WROCAT U AL EEUn b3 RIS ), EAR I InAIR,  tae s IR A VA B RE A -

FEAFEAH, S REEZ K TENS.

Lo Hil g FOARARS B X0CE HAZNg M Hifk. RS 7 — AR HIERN P, 728 B2 ik

TIIRZ BB L. BRI AR B[R] 2 #02 F H IR R I . 5 I 3nE S s AR 2 iF 4k, FRATE

AR H ZK ) NAZ R, DS 3R AR LASE 25 5 $ 3) TAE

o RAEAMEM ER—NZIMBTTEETRMES.

o RINHFIHNES SERELETF IR, PIIGERAZRELZ A

o WAFWIHRIRE 1M, FX G A v DEEIFRA T . 2 SDEnE S W LAk BE Z K, IR
A DMREE A 5 AT 520

Accuracy of characters and grammar

The new mark scheme laid more emphasis on accuracy compared with the previous year. Most candidates
wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some even with Pinyin
and English words which would affect the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong characters with the
same phonetic sound for communication purpose could be accepted for task completion, but it would be
penalized in this category.

There were some areas to be improved. Here were some frequent mistakes:

Characters:
BRSO L ZM UfD) L 3, B (b L B TAE D(D)FE. TRAERAR AU UL (missed the object 7

)

Grammar:

e  Missed past tense particle T in sentences: & FE i 2d 0, =7, #WESS T (could) H
B

e Mixed tenses: T2 TV HERITHS TR OES

e Missed #/4: in sentences: W4ER % HiBEHIE S

e Wrong sentence order: 2 — MR FHBFH L. X —DIOE M FRAERE F005 . (2R RIRARM
—AMEFEHA, RETEERZI

e Use of & with adjectives: FICEBAREM. EMBIFO. REFHAZBA®R. 2 THESEAE

Vi

Use of measure word: — MEFHFICNARIR K. 72 TR SCEAMEE R

Mix up of % | with F/: % HIERZ N BRI, FZAE ARSI AT T 11E S

Use of adverbs with ff]: INE 2%, RIZFTRER

Misplace adverbial modifier and attribute: 3% /4040 AN ERAE i 2488 . 7EVEE PG ERvEE N (English

word order) . FRAFAEHT I IE A (also)Hr Nk A i 5E1E (English influence, especially among teenagers

) @ XU NIRFT LIRS AR e R pE
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(b) Pollution
Completion of the tasks

This was the less popular choice which could mean that the subject including content and vocabulary was
not familiar to candidates since #1754 is newly added in the syllabus. To broaden candidates’ choices,
centres should advise candidates to study all vocabulary on the core vocabulary list including the newly
added ones.

For task 2, iX 2475 YLy 15 i /E 4k, candidate answered X Le95 Y15 lfBe, 175, MRG58,
Although the language is grammatically correct, the answers need to be negative rather than positive, given
that it talks about pollution. Centres could encourage students to learn some negative expressions and
adjectives.

The same situation for the task 5 2~ 4T 5 /B4 #U B FAANTE Y55, answers like E8FH BRI, RIESE,
% /b 5L 20E 4 A5 YL 15 showed the candidate trained to use the structures in the question but
adding adjectives and modifiers in the wrong places made the sentence difficult to understand.

There was a case where a candidate wrote S {ti5%% which was very different from the topic on the exam.
Centres should remind some able candidates to read the questions carefully.

However, there are some very good examples below:

o AN TARZ RN, TSR, B ) LARSEL T .

o ERNAZEE RN FANRS IR A B

o RUZMBNEFLRHIN, HRNEEAR, IR —HERNZ.

o WIUSMANH S Th BRI T EERMEIBAERL, BRSNS T

o ERRNAZZEIPURIE, SRRSO T MRS Y E A

o FHEGRIHEAMEABETERA L. KIGRIFEOKEATE, AR TATERKTT %,

o ARISHAMUEE T AEMMER, RN 7 HER TS

o FINITA TG ARG FL 0 L, K ] R ™ B

o BVNTFERT UOUASERY 0 o BR 7 ERBUBICR,  SARAT SRR IS 2, JER H A TR
PR, IXLLTEBN AL AT DLSE e S AR AR 0 R

o FIRREIRI AR EENINEL .

o FRMNIZREMEREERIT.

o EMERZEZE R, WP T EARYIAE, WX IRA KR

Range

accurately used #5. #|. i&. A¥A. #id. Zid which again has shown their high linguistic ability.

e  Wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen, e.g., S&. /Z&H. f#1. b
v BRREL U, WABIAN, KRR HilfE#RHR. Some idioms and proverbs were really impressive,
e.g., E¥HEL, ANNAT. ERENR, LEHFE.

Accuracy
Most candidates who chose 3(b) did well in grammar and structures.

Some examples of good sentences:

o AT RAERE T 20 "B BRI AMET R G AKHE BT B, O R T B ERAEO T .
o XEETHRAIEILFBOATE LBR . WnEI A A RS, T B IS ARIOA T .

o N THRPURLLTT LY, AU ACREAN B H # s F A da bR

o PR 52 B A KU S AT G

AV (1) — S/ INFT 48 7 T b R B R

o IRERQEEAME T ORHER, A R

o R INEEIREE NG R .
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o ERATHHEEZ ARG, WAERI5%.
o IXEGRLEILA AR TR,

Some examples of areas to improve:

Mixed tenses: FATH T ERI K 24T

Words order: FAMTE X P35 A 47 Ak 1 317 JURE

Use of verbs: 3. B IGEAIRAM . LRSS/ HRRP I N THRE — AR
Characters: £i300 (Ff) « BZIl GZ) « i () FRITH (P4E) & () —K

Use of /& with adjectives: iX 2575 4L 1) 510 2 R 22 MR I3 1 I A AR 35 0 228 HL

Use #il to link two sentences or clauses: F 2= 512 46 i 357 SRR 4738 1 I ACAR %k 2 310 L
Misused 4% structure: HU4CHAIEL7E L AT I 2 SR N4 5 # k
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/43
Writing

Key messages

o Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2.

e A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect Question 2
and the completion of task for Question 3.

e Read the scenario carefully for Question 3 and answer all the questions and pay attention to different
time frames.

e Similarly, if a task is ‘What is the disadvantage of using social media website?’ and the candidate
answers ‘there are many disadvantages of using social media website (and nothing else), then they do
not meet the criteria for the top band of task completion.

General comments

This is the first year that the new syllabus and mark scheme have taken place, Question 1 was a totally new
format to the candidates, and the mark scheme for Questions 2 and 3 were quite different from previous
years. There were a number of impressive performances from centres. Some candidates used complex
structures and difficult or unusual characters, which demonstrated their linguistic ability was improving.

Even the format in Question 1 has been changed, all gaps were well managed with proper words from the
core vocabulary list due to the topics were common and familiar to candidates.

The overall quality of work from candidates on Questions 2 and 3 have not differed too much from previous
years. The change in the mark scheme explicitly assesses the range of language applied in candidates’ work
and this was heavily reflected in this year’s response. It was wonderful to see a greater variety of
expressions and structures attempted by most candidates although there is room for improvement in the
accuracy of the usage.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. It should be remembered that a composition requires a
certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the question with a level of detail, and variety in
vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Candidates should be reminded that if they write
significantly fewer than 80 characters for Question 2 or 150 characters for Question 3, they will not produce
enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese characters
should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin should be avoided.

Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the bullet
points and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences too much would have been more efficient to
use the recommended word count. Letter format and long openings and ending greeting is not essential
which could take up candidates’ examination time and the space for recommended word counts.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form for visiting an international school. Most of the candidates were able
to fill the gaps with ease since the topic areas, e.g. school subjects, hobbies which have been tested on were
very familiar to candidates.

For gap 1 [E#E, a majority of the candidates wrote countries without mistake, but a few added A after a
country which could be tolerated for a mark.

Gap 2 + 3 were very accessible and candidates did really well with success, e.g. #2%. i, 3. HL.
Gap 4 + 5 were also very well answered with different activities, e.g. Ji#¥k. FTIEEk. 22

Accuracy of characters generally were good, however, there were several common mistakes. They were
either adding or missing a radical or with a wrong radical or using a character with similar phonetic sound.
Centres could train their students to avoid the similar mistakes for future exams.

The mistakes listed below are in the brackets. BrFAHL (£)  FTMER(KX). BEHE () . H#E ) | etc.

It was very pleasing to see that the cases of writing in Pinyin or in English or mixing characters with them
were hardly seen this year.

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about their favourite city. Most of the candidates fully
understood the requirements of the question and responded very well to it. The best candidates were not
only able to understand rubrics and to answer the bullet points to fulfil the communication aspect, but also
were able to use their linguistic knowledge accurately on character writing, vocabulary, for both simple and
complex sentence structures. They were able to provide consistently relevant information and opinions.

Most of the candidates were familiar with the questions word £/ )L in bullet point 1, /&4 in bullet point 3,
B2 E KT in bullet point 4 and {14 in bullet point 5 which often appeared in previous years,
therefore, the vast majority did very well and answers like A 5{I& KA %W Bl MERER, EE
UK.

The maijority could respond to bullet point 2 with some numbers, e.g. +JL/3 A 1, but some might be
confused with 1 A\ which was tolerated.

For bullet point 5, there were two words # % and %8 reminding candidates it should be answered in future
time frame and vast majorities did really well. They also included reasons in their answers, e.g. FAEAE LT

T, AR E RN

There is a new mark scheme for Question 2, to score the top band, candidates need to include details.
Therefore, even though some candidates answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as
they needed to expand their answers and to provide a level of detail.

Candidates should be reminded when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet points,
they should be more careful of looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing any
parts or the questions words have been removed from the answers. Also, whether the answer words were in
the correct place. There were some mistakes listed below which need to be improved.

Some candidates were restricted by the notion of 80-100 characters and have not really demonstrate their
capabilities, which could be observed by crossed sentences which could have made the essay much more
interesting and fuller. A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will
affect the marks even if all the questions have been answered.
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There were plenty of good examples for each task, e.g.

o  HEAAHAEMELAIR

o ARESEIBDYARFIRA

o IR AR I AOITT,  [RIIE o A AR
o PRORBE LIFEEE B LRI

o BARFLEHSAIHE, W

On the contrast, there were some areas that required improvement:
Grammar:

e Use of & with adjectives: Jifikith 2R k. f&nl 1
e Misuse of it: EHZ N, BEHAZAN
e Anglicised structures: ZM A A #ICIL. AEH HGHE. BIRK

Characters and words:

e  Mixture of characters and Pinyin: /& ao ke lan

e  Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape: K (&%) . — (&)
AL ORAW G L &4 D) . ZE WD L o2 (A 1 KOO . B GE LfF CO A
OO ERAHK & Ol (33 . RAEAE ()

Question 3

The styles of the questions did not change much this year and there were only two options for candidates to
choose from: (a) to write a letter to a pen-pal talking about an environment activity you recently participated

in; (b) to write an article for a magazine, talking about your views of social media website. Over 80 per cent
of the candidates opted for (a), perhaps due to familiarizing with the topic #4%. The majority could respond

to all the bullet points with a good level of detail and link ideas effectively with appropriate connectives.

(a) Environment
Completion of the tasks

The maijority covered the required information, also provided additional and detailed information which was
relevant to the bullet points. This year, the weight of task completion had increased to 10 instead of 5 in the
previous year, so candidates were aware that they should give detailed information, opinions/reactions and
explanations to reach the top band.

Question words for task 1 ‘where’, task 2 ‘what’ and task 5 ‘who’ did not cause issues to complete the tasks.
However, task 4 /E4 i appeared for the first time in the exam, so a few did not understand, therefore, could
not complete the task.

The sentence structure 41X /M&3)) in bullet point 2 seemed a bit challenging to some candidates. Although
A4 was not hard in bullet point 3, but the whole sentence was quite long and some candidates were not
familiar with 53, sadly they just copied the whole question and added [XI*}y afterwards.

Centres should be aware that if the whole answer to Question 3 was irrelevant (e.g. contains no evidence of
being related to the bullet points set), Task completion, Range and Accuracy would be awarded 0. For
example, a candidate wrote about a school for Question 3(a). However, if Question 3 was attempted but
communication was not achieved (e.g. the candidate misunderstood the question), a maximum of 4 for
Range would be awarded. For example, a candidate did not understand ¥#1% and wrote an essay about
extra curriculum activities followed the questions in the tasks.

The other area candidates needed to pay attention to was the length of the essay. If the words count was
significantly less than the recommended length, the capping system was applied.
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There were many good examples for each task, e.g.

o IXMEBNRAE LHEEATH, XRDUVALIRE AR,
o RN TN, HERRZ 2B MY
o RMRZ NFNIE AL MATTRO PR TR B 2

o FEITREXFTHEMAN

Range

It was very pleasing to see some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appeared in the candidates
work. This year some complex connectives have been used frequently, such as: B R« {Hf&«; A fH-eeoee 1]
Heee; AT LA, BR T ---LASL, B/3E---, etc which has shown their high linguistic ability.

There was also a wide range of vocabulary evident that was appropriate to the tasks, e.g.

LA R A AR AT DU N o2 BA TR IR 20 BATHI PR BT S A
R R FAT22E L ZRATHIA

% B, DABIRE

FILAD FIOK, eIt (8] 45 /31 .53 b

o AR CIEECA IR EERHE, 2 —2IPTX

o FAITEEA AR AR A B R

Accuracy of characters and grammar

The new mark scheme laid more emphasis on accuracy compared with the previous year. Most candidates
wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some even with Pinyin
and English words which would affect the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong characters with the
same phonetic sound for communication purpose could be accepted for task completion, but it would be
penalized in this category.

There were some areas could be improved, e.g.
Characters: #3% (35) . 3 () « B hu (R « % G B, %A G « £7 D « NZ
(i)

Grammar:

e Missed past tense particle T in sentences: FfREM T ANER T 5HIENE
e Misused nouns: 5/ RO G HIAL

e Wrong sentence order: IRAR{HFRIIF AN, EEERIK—

(b) Social media websites

Completion of the tasks

About 20 per cent of the candidates opted this option and they had good idea to complete the tasks.
Question words in task 1 ‘do what’, task 2 ‘how long did you spend’, task 4 ‘what disadvantage’ and task 5
‘what activities’ were handled very well. Bullet point 3 ‘why social media websites are popular’ was asking
opinions and it was also not unfamiliar to candidates.

Good examples include:

o FEUAIAE TAEI AR AL
o HAMEERFAT MR R EOVE T, TSR AT (A A 5 MU AT, [RII RT LSS S 2 A
o NATMERIAAZ M b IR I 22 I3 5 H A5
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Range

high linguistic ability.

There was a broad range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks, e.g:

PR U A L T P ) A 2 1

BA I A R B RAT R AR H W, RERE S
TG R Z 2RI A, AR ARA T

MR R AR AUAT B A A4 AT AR A 2

Accuracy

Candidates who chose 3(b) did very well in grammar and structures which could be seen in the above
examples. However, there were some areas to improve:

Characters: Hii (missing radical) . 4 (&) &, X (5

Grammar:

Mixed Pinyin, English with character: 3% 1] zuo ye. K xin ku 12
Anglicised structures: F Z IS [A] . R #1758 W i 1 FH

Use of J& with adjectives: /& ¥, fE{Fbr. RR 5

Missing measure words: F4t 7 =K

Misuse of verb: N E Itz
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