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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAG

Paper 0510/11
Reading and Writing (Core)

General comments

Overall in this session the great majority of candidates were entered at the right level. A small number
showed exceptional ability and would have benefited from being able to enter at the Extended level.

The paper included a range of tasks within the seven exercises, necessitating candidates to demonstrate a
variety of practical skills, from short-answer questions, form-filling, note-taking and summary writing, to
writing at length in two different styles and registers. Each exercise included intended degrees of difficulty,
so differentiation was achieved within individual exercises and throughout the paper as a whole.

In this session there were few misunderstandings of the rubric for each exercise and clear evidence of good
classroom practice could be seen, particularly in the comprehension exercises, Exercises 1 and 2, where
many candidates produced responses of a good standard. More candidates attempted all sections of
Exercise 3, although a significant number of answers were spoilt by carelessness in transferring information
and inaccurate spelling of individual words. Centres are reminded that in Exercise 3, Section C,
punctuation, spelling and complete sentences, in combination with the correct information given will receive
credit. Details such as initial capital and full stop are an integral part of the marking criteria, and the absence
of these will spoil an otherwise perfect response. Exercise 4 continues to provide a challenge for weaker
candidates, many of whom still continue to lift long sentences from the input text, rather than condense
answers into brief notes. Examiners have reported that a significant number of candidates identified the
correct section of the text, yet failed to gain marks through writing long irrelevant sentences. Advice for
Centres in future would be to use the Mark Scheme closely as guidance for appropriately brief yet relevant
answers. Encouragingly, more candidates attempted Exercise 5 in this session, although Examiners noted
that many wrote more than the stipulated word limit and frequently digressed from the required task. There
was a good response to Exercises 6 and 7, with the vast majority of candidates finding the topics accessible
and enjoyable. Continued improvement was noticeable in the differentiation between the less formal register
and descriptive style required in Exercise 6 and the more formal and discursive style in Exercise 7.

In general, the presentation of answers and handwriting were of an acceptable standard and it is pleasing to
note that more candidates are using black ink. Centres are reminded that black is the preferred colour at
Cambridge International Examinations and candidates should be encouraged to use this in future sessions.
However, it was noted that a number of candidates’ handwriting was so poor that Examiners had difficulty
identifying the correct detail in an answer. Although handwriting itself is not an assessed criteria in this
examination, the inability to decipher a correct answer will necessarily penalise a candidate. Evidence of
good practice was noticeable in questions requiring two details for a mark, with candidates writing 1 and 2 at
the beginning of the lines, clearly demonstrating an understanding of the needs of the question. Candidates
who needed to use the blank pages at the end of the question booklet helpfully wrote a short note requesting
the Examiner to look at those pages. This practice is to be encouraged in future sessions. However, it
should be remembered that the amount of space and the number of lines provided for each answer is a
guideline as to the appropriate length for that question and candidates should not consistently exceed this
guideline. Most candidates successfully completed the paper and there was little evidence of time
constraints. A small number of candidates wrote over-long answers to Exercise 6, thereby being unable to
contribute fully to Exercise 7.


http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com

Comments on specific guestions

Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Educ
0510 English as a Second Language June 2010
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Exercise 1

This exercise proved to be an appropriate introduction to the reading comprehension tasks and was
answered by the majority of candidates.

(@)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

(f)

There was a very good response by most candidates, although a small number misread ‘when’ for
‘where’ and described Singapore’s geographical position.

This was well answered, with the majority of candidates identifying both the required points. Marks
were lost when a candidate gave an incomplete answer including only one detail, or omitted ‘how’
in the first point in the Mark Scheme.

There was a mixed response to this question. A number of candidates offered ‘shopping’ and
‘eating’, showing imprecise reading of the question, thus failing to achieve a mark. The misspelling
‘herds’ for ‘herbs’ could not be credited.

This was well answered. Most candidates correctly identified the key detail in the text of ‘superb
view’, with many supplying creditable synonyms ‘wonderful, fantastic, excellent’. A number of
candidates copied the entire sentence, which, although containing enough information to gain a
mark, also meant that their time was spent writing irrelevant detail from the latter section of the
sentence. Candidates are reminded that short answers are sufficient to convey understanding in
this exercise.

Most candidates supplied an answer containing ‘light/cotton clothes’, but there were a number who
continued to include ‘plan for several changes of clothes’. This could not be credited, as the
requirement in the question was for ‘clothing and footwear’. ‘Comfortable shoes’ was the second
detail necessary to achieve a mark.

This question was correctly answered by most, although a number either described the durian fruit
or included the idea of taking the durian fruit on public transport as illegal, reflecting a lack of
precision in reading the question.

Exercise 2

This exercise proved to be more challenging, but a significant number of candidates successfully addressed
the key points and supplied brief answers. Overall, the interpretation of the graphic was successful. Some
answers were incomplete and at times candidates failed to attempt a question. The full range of marks was
awarded across the exercise as a whole.

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(€)

This question required candidates to identify the two details of ‘delivering lunch boxes’ and ‘to office
workers’. In some cases the second key point in the answer was omitted, thereby losing the mark.
Alternative answers ‘transporting’ or ‘taking’ were acceptable, although ‘providing’ was not
considered to be sufficiently precise.

Similarly, candidates were asked to provide answers containing ‘female occupants’ and ‘to homes’.
A considerable number of answers included only the first detail and thus no mark could be credited
to these candidates.

Correct answers hinged on the candidates’ reading of ‘nowadays’ in the question. They were
required to differentiate between transport used in the past and that in use today. Many candidates
failed to continue reading to find this comparison and offered the incorrect answers ‘by hand cart’
and ‘horse-drawn carriage’. Other candidates were careless in writing ‘bicycles and bikes’.

Candidates were asked to supply two details of the benefits received by the dabbawallah’s family.
The majority of candidates immediately noted the financial benefit in salary and most identified
‘healthcare and education’, although not all managed ‘for their children’ which was necessary for
the mark. Incorrect answers included references to the future of the business, or the idea of
helping them read and write.

This was well answered by the majority who were clearly able to pinpoint the correct proportion
relating to the two years, 1950 and 2010, in the graphic.
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()] This question proved to be a good discriminator and candidates were more challenged.
were looking for the connection between people of different religions having different diet
Many candidates located the key information in the text, but offered answers that failed to
the concept of differences — ‘religions that observe strict dietary rules’ could not be credited wit
the specific ‘different religions’ or ‘different dietary rules’.

(9) This question asked for a reason why dabbawallahs had been invited to lecture. Most candidates
supplied a copied answer from the text, ‘This is an impressive statistic and their business is so
efficient’. Candidates are reminded that brief and succinct answers are required, and that copying
long sentences is time-wasting and will certainly include irrelevant or inaccurate content.

(h) Candidates were required to identify two ways in which the food distribution service had resisted
competition from other outlets or corporations. A significant number of candidates merely
reiterated the idea that it ‘has so far resisted competition’, without supplying details of how this was
done. As in the Mark Scheme, ‘traditional’ and ‘home-made’ were necessary for the first mark, and
‘cheaper’ provided the second.

Q) A good number of candidates offered the correct answer ‘collect the empty containers’, although
Examiners frequently had difficulty locating this point in an over-long copied answer from the final
paragraph of the text. Weaker candidates relied on copying the last sentence, ‘The old ways are
best and it is a privilege...’, which referred to his opinion, rather than his next task, as the question
demanded.

Exercise 3

Candidates showed evidence of good classroom preparation and a clear understanding of the conventions
of form-filling, with the majority gaining more than half the expected marks. However, in this session
Examiners noted a significant number of careless misspellings in transcribing the necessary information,
thereby negating an otherwise correct answer. Section B was particularly well answered, with the
conventions of ticking boxes and deletion clearly understood. An increasing awareness of and preparation
for the task in Section C was pleasing to note in this session, with an encouraging number of candidates
using the first person to start each sentence, reflecting an understanding of the requirements of the question.
There still remained a minority of candidates who related the question to their own personal life, and gave an
answer that bore no resemblance to the information in the text.

Order Form
Section A

This section proved to be problematic for many candidates, who, despite locating the key information of
name, home address and home country, were unable to transcribe correctly. Mistakes were incurred when
candidates failed to use initial capitals or misspelt, as ‘Musos’, ‘Osama’ for the name. The correct word order
for the home address was also challenging, and a significant humber incorrectly offered ‘Kuala Lumpur’
rather than ‘Malaysia’ as the home country. Further marks were lost through inaccuracies, such as
‘Malyasia’, ‘Kuala Lampur’, and the use of prepositions ‘at, in’ with address, ‘at 32C’ or ‘in Jalan Pinang’.
Regarding orthography, Examiners noted a number of capitals ‘P’ and ‘J’ written through, rather than on the
line, thus losing marks for the candidate. Centres are asked to continue to focus carefully on the detail of
spelling in this exercise.

Section B

This was generally well attempted, with a good number of completely successful answers. It was
encouraging to note that very few candidates used a cross instead of a tick in this section. Marks were lost
through the inclusion of a mobile phone number in place of the reference number in the first item. Some
candidates misinterpreted the text, ‘he does not have enough money to pay for the whole year’ and ticked
the box for paying in instalments. Continued careful reading was required to find the detail ‘pay all the
subscription immediately’. Most candidates were successful at identifying the correct option ‘An Advanced
Guide to Websites’, and supplied the correct brief answer ‘local newspaper. Marks were lost through
incorrect spelling ‘newpaper’, two words ‘news paper’, or the inclusion of ‘his local newspaper’.
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Section C

grammatical inaccuracy, ‘I'm a member of the team since 2008, rather than ‘I've been a member’. Oth
frequent misspellings were ‘intresting’ and ‘technican’. Centres are also asked to remind candidates that
credit is only given for full and grammatical sentences, thus answers written as bullet points cannot be
awarded any marks. A further point to emphasise is that where only one sentence is offered, even if all the
required information is supplied, a maximum of two marks is awarded. It is therefore recommended that
candidates continue to practise writing two accurate answers. It is encouraging to notice that very few
candidates in this session were unable to offer an answer, either through lack of understanding or time
constraints. Nevertheless, there remain a nhumber who continue to answer from a personal point of view.
The answers to Section C will always be found in the stimulus text and no credit can be given for
candidates’ own creative writing. Centres are asked to remind candidates of this point.

Exercise 4

Most candidates attempted this task and showed enough understanding to be able to extract relevant
information, although very few gained full marks. It was disappointing to note the number of over-long
answers. The exercise requires brief note-form answers and candidates who extend their answers beyond
the space provided will have included superfluous detail and so may not be awarded a mark. Over the
exercise as a whole, candidates were more successful in the second section, as many of the required points
could be found in the same paragraph of the stimulus text.

Special requirements for food in space

The most common key point ‘food which does not break’ was correctly identified by the majority, although
there was a significant amount of duplication, with many offering ‘moist enough to stick together’ as a
separate point. Candidates need to ensure that they select clearly different points for each of the notes, so
as not to risk duplication and thus lose a mark. A considerable number of candidates over-generalised, with
‘food in liquid form’ and ‘pre-sliced vegetables’, without the specifics of ‘salt and pepper’ and ‘tomatoes’.

Challenges for the voyage to Mars

A good number of candidates correctly noted the point that ‘the timeline is long’, although the reason for the
length of journey time, ‘great distance’, was a duplicate answer and could not be credited as a separate
point. Similarly, the effect of the long distance on the food, ‘food needs a five year shelf life’ was repeatedly
offered as an extra item. Candidates thus lost the chance to gain extra marks. The idea that travelling such
long distances could involve ‘unpredictable weather’ and ‘mechanical problems’ was recognised by many
candidates, although ‘unpredictable problems’ was not considered to be specific enough. The problem
relating to the growth of bacteria was missed by most candidates.

Exercise 5

It was pleasing to note that the number of candidates omitting this task is diminishing and candidates’
performance showed a noticeable improvement compared with previous sessions. A greater awareness of
word length was obvious as were attempts to complete answers within the given space. The question
related to the points in the first section of Exercise 4, more than the second, and successful answers
developed these points by using a variety of connecting language. Less able candidates relied on copying
out the notes from Exercise 4, without discriminating and selecting the relevant points, and with little attempt
to link ideas together into a cohesive paragraph. Many candidates showed a lack of grammatical and
sentence control when using their own words, and so felt more secure when copying from the text or from
their notes in the previous exercise. Centres are reminded that limited marks can be awarded for such
answers and the higher marks of 3 and 4 are available to those candidates who make an attempt at
rephrasing. Continued classroom practice using synonyms of nouns and adjectives, and alternative phrases
would be helpful.
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Exercises 6 and 7

at the end of the booklet were required, clear notification was provided for the Examiner. The discriminat
lay in the quality of detail and organisation, in addition to the syntactical control. The whole range of marks
was awarded, from some naturally fluent and accurate work to less confident writing. Good classroom
practice was evident in the structure and organisation of answers, with more able candidates using
paragraphs effectively to provide the division between the three main ideas required in Exercise 6.

Many candidates successfully differentiated between the less formal, narrative style required in Exercise 6
and the more discursive format of Exercise 7, where candidates had to present and develop opinions, with
the aim of persuading the reader of their opinions.

Exercise 6
A very interesting item

There was a wide response to this topic. A great many candidates interpreted the idea of ‘finding something’
beyond the words of the question ‘| was out walking’. Ideas ranged to include finding something in the park
or street; discovering something long-forgotten in an attic; spotting something in a shop window while
passing, or buying a much-wanted item. Most candidates engaged well with the topic and maintained a
sense of audience throughout. Examiners reported that many letters were very enjoyable to read. The
majority of candidates adhered to the given visual prompts and wrote about a diary, a necklace or a bag, or,
occasionally, all three. These visual stimuli are intended to act merely as a guide, not as a requirement, and
it is advised that, when candidates are in the planning stage, the more successful answers will develop ideas
from one picture, rather than from all three. Examiners are looking for candidates who can develop one idea
in depth, using their own imagination and creativity. An attempt to include all the visuals will necessarily
become over-descriptive, and superficial. Many correctly adopted a familiar tone to their letter, using
conversational devices such as ‘You'll never guess what!’, ‘I wonder what you'd have done!’ or ‘As you can
imagine...”. A number of candidates were successful at contextualising their answers, with appropriate
opening and closing paragraphs to their letter.

One of the main areas of linguistic concern was the relationship between the narrative tenses, such as ‘l was
out walking / when | found / | had never seen one like this before’. More able candidates successfully used
these, whereas weaker answers offered only one. A connected point is the lack of accuracy of tense
throughout a paragraph, with candidates being unable to sustain the use of the past tense in narrative.
Candidates should be reminded about the word order in indirect clauses, ‘I did not know what's that’ and ‘I
was anxious to see what was it'. A point to note for future sessions is that, while attempts at variety of
vocabulary and idiom are creditable, the misplaced use of generic idiomatic phrases, such as ‘I'm writing with
flying colours’ detracts from the relevance to the task and makes the answer obscure, causing candidates to
lose marks.

Exercise 7
Fashionable clothes

The majority of candidates felt confident at adopting the more formal tone and register required for this task.
The topic was relevant to their experience and many engaged enthusiastically with the debate about fashion.
A frequent comment noted by Examiners was ‘never judge a book by its cover’ and ‘it's who you are not what
you wear that counts’. There were four written prompts given, two for and two against the proposal in the
titte. As in Exercise 6, it is the intention that these should be used as a springboard for candidates’ own
ideas. Most candidates gave a balanced view and used paragraphs to consider both sides of the argument.
Many candidates wrote in an interesting way about fashion in general, including examples from their own
experience of peer group pressure and the need to conform with the current trend in order to feel confident
when out with friends. Other answers noted the insignificance of fashion in comparison with worldwide and
social problems. Less able candidates tended to keep very close to the written prompts, with little attempt at
development of individual ideas and often merely repeated them word for word, with perhaps a final
comment of opinion.

It was encouraging to see that a good number of candidates achieved a level of sophistication not only of
argument, but also of presentation through the continued improvement in paragraphing and the appropriate
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use of cohesive linking devices. Linguistic areas to improve are the subject/verb agreem
shoes’ or ‘fashionable clothes makes me feel good’. Further points to practise would be the
adjectives and nouns, as in ‘confidence/confident’ or ‘Fashionable clothes gives you self-
Although some candidates still continue to start sentences with a lower case letter, Examiners have r

an overall improvement in spelling and punctuation.
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAG

Paper 0510/12
Reading and Writing (Core)

General comments

The great majority of candidates were correctly entered at this level and were therefore able to respond well
to the tasks set. Across the seven exercises candidates were expected to demonstrate a variety of practical
skills including brief answers, form-filling, note-taking, summary writing, and descriptive and discursive
writing. There were degrees of difficulty in each of the seven questions, so differentiation was achieved
within each one and throughout the paper as a whole. As a result the whole range of marks was awarded.

Many candidates were able to complete all the exercises showing good time management. When an
exercise was omitted, it was usually the two sentences from Exercise 3, Exercise 5, summary writing or the
last exercise on the paper, Exercise 7. It was rare indeed for a candidate to omit both extended writing
exercises. In general the rubric required in the different exercises was well understood and observed. Some
candidates, however, need to apply greater care in their reading of certain questions, notably in this session
in Exercises 2, 3, 4 and 5. Further explanation on this is given later in this report. Once again it should be
emphasised to candidates that the reason for highlighting key words in the questions is to help them focus
more closely on the relevant sections of the text. Again Exercises 3(a) and 3(b), form filling, were generally
well done, although Centres are asked to remind candidates of the need for correct spelling and precision of
detail in both parts of this question. The final section of Exercise 3, which required two sentences, was
again challenging for many candidates with very few achieving full marks. Accurate sentence formation with
correct spelling and punctuation is essential in this section. Centres are reminded that two full and complete
sentences are required for the response. If a candidate writes three sentences, then credit will only be given
for the first two. The first two parts of Exercise 4 were well done, but the third section was less well
understood. The Examiners were pleased to note that most candidates now understand the requirement for
brief, factual notes rather than full sentences. Equally pleasing to report is the fact that the great majority of
candidates manage to limit themselves in Exercise 5 to 70 words or less. Of the two extended writing
questions, Exercise 6 was better attempted, even enjoyed, by very many candidates. There was a pleasing
sense of audience and register in most of the responses, many of which were interesting and entertaining.
Exercise 7, however, was much more demanding and many candidates stayed too close to the visual and
written stimuli given on the question paper, adding merely their own personal comments or often that of a
friend. Greater reward was given to those who used the stimuli and introduced some ideas of their own.

Presentation of answers and handwriting were acceptable in the majority of scripts, with candidates using
blue or black ink. In some instances, where candidates have drafted an answer in pencil, re-written in ink
over the draft and erased the pencil marks, legibility was severely compromised. Centres are reminded of
the necessity for legibility in order for candidates to achieve credit. It is acceptable for candidates to use the
blank pages at the end of the question booklet to continue or re-write an answer, but it must be emphasised
that it should be clearly indicated to the Examiner that extra pages have been used. As a general rule,
candidates are advised that the number of lines and amount of space provided on the page should give an
indication of the length of response required. Itis recommended that these are used as a guide.

Comments on specific guestions

Exercise 1
This first exercise provided the candidates with a good introduction to the paper. Many scored full marks.
(a) Most answers were correct. The most correct answer was ‘museum’, but the recent addition

‘desert garden’ was also accepted. Any wrong answers usually involved incorrect lifting from the
first paragraph about Badr himself.
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(b) A differentiating question early in the paper. Careful reading of the questions
because candidates were asked what could be done at Well Number Six. A number o
described the well itself ‘gushing into the small concrete pool’, instead of describing
could do there.

(c) This question was well answered. Since either the ‘Ain Bishoi’ spring or the grove of palm tre
etc. was accepted, most candidates gave a correct response.

(d) Matching up ‘get permission’ with ‘seek permission’ in the text enabled most candidates to identify
the correct sentence and provide the required detail.

(e) This question was well answered. Most candidates chose the simple ‘sunrise and sunset’ to
respond. The mark was lost by those who lifted the colourful detail, without adding a second detail
— either at sunset or under a full moon.

()] This was a more difficult question and was not too well answered as some candidates did not read
the detail ‘deep into the White Desert’. Consequently, a good number incorrectly lifted ‘bus service’
and ‘own transport’.

Exercise 2

As can be expected, this exercise showed an increasing level of difficulty. Nevertheless careful lifting from
the text could secure marks. The whole range of marks was awarded across this exercise.

(a) The first paragraph offered a variety of answers to this question with most candidates finding one.
Mistakes were made when they tried to use the general idea of ‘exploiting nature’ and in omitting
‘more’ in ‘more than doubled’, which was the required full response.

(b) A well answered question in that most candidates managed both details for the mark.

(c) This question presented few problems. Candidates were able to find the paragraph where the
information could be found. Some confident candidates even used the correct chemical symbol
(COy) in their answers. Mistakes were made when they extended their answer to include other
species, rather than staying with trees and plants.

(d) This proved a good differentiator. Having read ‘cone snails’ and ‘cancer patients’ in the question,
many were moved to write about the benefits to treating cancer and pain relief, completely missing
the word ‘impossible’ in the question.

(e) Perhaps the best answered question. The chart was clearly understood by nearly all candidates.

f This question was well answered. Just a few candidates generalised by stating that the experiment
in the plantations had failed, without adding the required detail of ‘only produce a good crop in the
forest’. Just a few were more ambitious with the sentence, ‘take them out of the forest and they will
not produce nuts’.

(9) Most managed to prefix ‘less than’, correctly relating ‘unaffected’ in the question to ‘untouched’ in
the text. Where mistakes did occur, they were caused by incorrect lifting of ‘20%’ or by doing
incorrect maths with ‘95%’.

(h) This was the hardest question in the exercise. It hinged on the candidates understanding of the
word ‘evidence’ in the question. The correct answer included the key details of 2.5 billion in 1953
in contrast to 6 billion at present. A large nhumber of wrong answers indicated that candidate had
not read the question thoroughly enough at the end of the exercise and had merely lifted carelessly
as a quick response before moving on to the next exercise.
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Exercise 3

This exercise was well done by the large majority of candidates and there was evidence of good pr
More careful attention was given to spelling and, for the most part, the convention of circling the
alternative was observed.

Section A

Mistakes were sometimes made in spelling the name of the School with the omission of the final ‘s’ being the
most common. Most candidates did correctly transcribe the name of the person completing the form. Some
careless copying of the address was noted with common mistakes being the lack of capital initial letters for
the proper nouns and the use of the prepositions ‘at’ or ‘in’ before the address.

Section B

The name of the pupil involved was often confused with that of her friend. Carelessness was also noted in
the spelling of the pupils nhame e.g. Delfine/Magemba.

The date, time and place presented few problems.

Candidates made a good attempt at the description of the accident, with very few spelling errors, although for
some the need for conciseness meant that one of the key elements was left out and what emerged was that
‘her head hit the lamp and fell to the floor’.

The name of the witness was poorly addressed, sometimes the right person wrongly spelled and sometimes
the wrong person altogether.

Section C

The number of people referred to in the text served to confuse many of the candidates. As a result there
were many answers which could not be credited with a mark, despite a serious effort on the candidates’ part
to fulfil the requirement of the question. In addition the first of the two sentences required candidates to
describe how the pupil felt after the accident (quite a number failed to notice that the question centred
around one pupil — ‘the pupil's condition’ — and responded incorrectly as a result). The second sentence
required a first person response, since it asked the candidate to write down what action was taken by the
teacher after the accident.

Exercise 4

Overall the first two sections were well done with mistakes occurring in the third section through incorrect
lifting.

There were very few mistakes in the first section where the candidates successfully linked ‘improve’ in the
question to ‘do better’ in the text.

The second section was also well answered — just occasionally the age groups were omitted, thereby losing
marks.

In the third section many candidates misunderstood the title which sought a response that listed activities
you could do with your children to expose them to music. Many responses were lifted from the text and
failed to answer the question, for example the provision of stereos, musical alarm clocks or a clock radio and
did not quote activities like cooking and cleaning while listening to music.

Exercise 5

On the whole there was a pleasing response from candidates, with most scoring 2 marks. Very few were
able to use their own words with most copying selectively from paragraphs three and four of the text, relating
to School subjects and the preference for different types of music from different age groups.

What was required was an interpretation of the notes made in Exercise 4 in sections 1 and 3, rather than
section 2. Most candidates went no further than mentioning School subjects and musical tastes at different
ages. A few made no attempt at this exercise. For those who, in words of their own, coherently listed the
benefits to children of experiencing music, more than 2 marks could be awarded.
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Exercise 6
Letter to a relative

This was well done by the great majority of candidates, who seemed to enjoy writing about the topic. The
was a good sense of purpose and audience from the best candidates but most managed to write relevantly.
The task required them to write in the past, present and future tenses, but in trying to speculate about how
they were going to use the money there were a number of common language inaccuracies. Regular errors
were mistakes of past participles — ‘I thought you have forgot’; inaccurate use of adjectives — ‘| was surprise
to get your present’; singular/plural agreement — ‘my parents is happy’ and the common use of present
simple instead of present perfect — ‘I meet a new friend’.

Exercise 7
Headteacher’s proposal for an internet link

The four supplied prompts, two in favour of and two against the Headteacher's proposal, are intended to
serve as a springboard for the candidates’ own ideas and opinions.

As always, a great number of candidates felt unable to offer some ideas of their own, merely repeating,
sometimes directly copying, the given written prompts and Centres should be aware that such candidates
cannot score high marks for content. It was refreshing to see others attempting to be more ambitious and
developing their own ideas using the prompts.

Most candidates attempted to address the topic and wrote at appropriate length but some merely wrote
about the internet in general and the advantages/disadvantages that come from access to it. These
candidates scored lower marks than those who had tried to include the idea of their School linking with
another abroad adding a discussion of some possible benefits or even drawbacks. Some others also
thought that this was a question about the value of friendship and made no mention of the internet link at all.

As in the previous question linguistic errors were most obvious in the confusion of tenses. This tends to
occur when candidates are writing at speed and are constrained by time; Centres might consider short timed
writing exercises to improve this. Examiners noted again the increasing use of connecting words and
discourse markers to give a sense of cohesion, which clearly shows good classroom practice. There was
some evidence that a number of candidates did not really understand their function in a sentence, leading to
confusion, for example, between ‘furthermore’ and ‘nevertheless’. It is, however, important that candidates
should be encouraged to attempt this level of sophistication of language in a discursive piece of writing.
There was a general improvement in punctuation and spelling.
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAG

Paper 0510/21
Reading and Writing (Extended)

General comments

Overall, the vast majority of candidates were correctly entered at this level, but a small number could
arguably have benefited from being entered at Core level, where the tasks would have been more suited to
their linguistic ability.

The paper offered a range of tasks within the seven exercises, requiring the candidates to demonstrate a
variety of practical skills. There were degrees of difficulty within each exercise and differentiation was
achieved in individual questions and across the paper as a whole.

There were very few misunderstandings and misinterpretations of the rubric for each exercise. However,
there was some evidence that candidates needed to apply greater precision in their reading of individual
questions, particularly in Exercise 2, and the rubric of Exercise 5. It should be emphasised to candidates
that precise reading of the wording of each question and the instructions to each exercise are vital as the first
requirements to a successful answer. There was continued improvement in the completion of the order form
in Exercise 3, particularly in Section C, where candidates were required to write a full sentence. More
candidates are achieving the accuracy of transcription demanded in this exercise, combined with brief factual
detail. Exercise 4 was generally attempted successfully and it was pleasing to note that more candidates
are displaying the results of good classroom preparation and answering with brief notes rather than in
sentences. Teachers should continue to use the brevity of the Mark Scheme as a guide to what would
constitute minimal but successful answers in this exercise. In Exercise 5, it was encouraging to see that
word lengths were generally well observed, although, disappointingly, there were many instances where
candidates were careless in their reading of the precise requirements of the question. The extended writing
tasks of Exercises 6 and 7 were well attempted generally and the topics seemed to have appealed to this
group of candidates.

Handwriting and general presentation were acceptable in the majority of cases and an increasing number of
candidates used black ink. This is the preferred colour at Cambridge International Examinations and
teachers should encourage all candidates to use this in future sessions. Candidates generally avoided the
‘For Examiner’'s Use’ column to the right of each answer page. It is permissible for candidates to use the
blank pages at the end of the booklet as a continuation of their answers, especially in Exercises 6 and 7, but
they need to indicate clearly to the Examiners where extra work has been added. Generally candidates
should be advised that the spaces and number of lines are arranged to guide them as to the length of
answer required and they should not consistently exceed this. Time management did not appear to be a
problem and there were very few candidates who failed to complete all the exercises in the paper.

Comments on specific questions

Exercise 1

This exercise was very well attempted by the majority of candidates and provided a suitable introduction to
the reading comprehension tasks.

€) This was well answered by most candidates.

(b) Occasionally the word ‘how’ was missing from the answer ‘how people lived’, and could not be
credited.

(c) Candidates were generally successful in identifying the two correct details. However, some were

careless with their reading of the question and gave answers which referred to the restaurants and
cafes on Ann Siang Road, which was not Chinatown.
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This was well answered, although there was some careless spelling — ‘suberb’.

(e) This question proved more challenging and required candidates to distinguish bet
different islands — Pulau Ubin and Bintan. There were frequent incorrect references to
beaches and gentle waves’ which could not be credited.

f This was well attempted, although some candidates did not include the second detail about
‘comfortable shoes’.

(9) This was very well answered.

Exercise 2

More able candidates provided brief answers here and were able to select the detail from the text and
transcribe it with precision. Less able candidates often added incorrect detail to the required information,
which nullified the answer. The general interpretation of the graphical material was very good. Some
answers in this exercise demonstrated that candidates were careless with their reading of certain questions.
A full range of marks was achieved on the exercise as a whole.
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Many candidates selected the correct idea from the text but lacked the key detail of delivering to
‘offices/workplaces’.

This was generally well answered, but the important detail of ‘to homes’ was not always included.

This was generally well answered, although there was some evidence of careless reading of the
question. Some candidates answered ‘handcarts and bullocks’ whilst others felt that ‘bicycles and
bikes’ were two separate means of transport.

This was wel