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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level 
descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question  

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do  

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.  
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to 
one another. Examiners are trained during the standardisation process on how and when to use 
annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standard isation and monitoring processes 
and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. 
The meaning of annotations and how they are used is specific to each component and is understood 
by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may 
see on copies of scripts. Note that there may not be a direct correlation between the number of 
annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation Meaning 

 
to indicate where each of the 2 marks is gained, in the 2-mark questions  

 

to indicate repetition of a (correct) point in the 2-mark questions (so only 1 
mark gained) 

 benefit of the doubt’, where a judgement has been made 
used also for unclear handwriting where the mark is awarded.  

 

may be used to indicate the omission of an essential word that denies the 
mark, e.g. a ‘not’.   

 

to indicate:  
 (i) an answer found in an unexpected place  
 (ii) any blank page or stimulus page zoned at the end of each script  
 (iii) all pages of an ‘additional object’, if there is one  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1(a) B 1  

1(b) C 1  

1(c) D 1  

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2(a) B 1  

2(b) B 1  

2(c) A 1  

2(d) C 1  

2(e) B 1  

2(f) C 1  

2(g) B 1  

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

3(a) C 1  

3(b) B 1  

3(c) D 1  

3(d) A 1  

3(e) D 1  

3(f) A 1  

3(g) C 1  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

4(a) (She was on) holiday 1  

4(b) town theatre 1  

4(c) (by) walking / (he) walked / (on) foot 1  

4(d) 7(.00) 1  

4(e) (Year) 9 1  

4(f) (special) costumes (instead of school 
uniform) 

1  

4(g)(i) (played his) violin  1  

4(g)(ii) sang / a song / singing (in his group) 1  

4(h) excited 1  

4(i) (the) audience (sometimes) sang 
(along with them) 

1  

4(j) book 1  

4(k) café 1  

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

5(a) 4 1  

5(b) 8 1  

5(c) 1 1  

5(d) 6 1  

5(e) 2 1  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

6(a) (little) poems 1  

6(b) (really) proud 1  

6(c) noisy café  
accept ‘somewhere that is noisy’, or 
any other noisy place 

1  

6(d) (the) environment 1  

6(e)(i) (she wants) to know what people 
think about it / her story 

2  

6(e)(ii) (she would love) to have it / her 
story printed (online)  
accept ‘to print / publish her story’ 

  

6(f) website (for young writers) 1  

6(g) they think everything (she writes) is 
fantastic 
accept: ‘they’re not critical enough’ 

1  

6(h) she spends too much time (writing) 
/ they complain about the time she 
spends (writing) 

1  

6(i)(i) write (something) every day 1  

6(i)(ii) write about something you’ve / she 
has experienced / that has 
happened to you / her 

1  

 


