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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Reading and Writing

Key messages

. In Exercises 1, 3 and 5 the emphasis is on reading skills. Spelling errors are tolerated provided they do
not interfere with communicating the correct answer to the examiner. As long as the answer is clear,
candidates are not required to write in full sentences.

. In Exercise 2, complete accuracy is required when filling in the person’s contact details.

. In Exercise 4 and Exercise 6, marks are awarded not only for content but also for accuracy of
language. Therefore, it is important that candidates check their work carefully for spelling and
grammatical errors.

General comments

Most candidates performed well in this year’'s examination. The candidates followed the guidelines well and
most of them had written their answers within the word limit. The majority of candidates appeared to be at
ease with Exercises 1, 2, 4 and 5.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 — Questions 1-5

This exercise focused on a text about a woman participant in a popular television programme on baking in
the United Kingdom. The majority of candidates had no difficulties in answering Questions 1 to 5. Most of
the candidates answered the questions correctly.

Exercise 2 — Question 7

In this exercise candidates were required to transfer information from the text provided, without any kind of
error or inaccuracy. Generally, candidates did not face any difficulty in finding the correct information for
completing the form. However, this year we noticed that despite our repeated requests a few centres
committed the same error. Certain candidates did not follow the correct order while writing the address.
Please mention the house number first, then the apartment name and finally the city name. Continuing to
follow this order is important.

Exercise 3 — Questions 7-9

The topic of this year’s text was ‘the future of letter writing’. The text was focused on different types of letters
and the history of letter writing.

Question 7

The first heading required candidates to write about the aims of letter writing. Most of the candidates
managed to write two aims correctly.
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Question 8

What kind of differences are there between old types of letters and new types? Several candidates managed
to give two correct points.

Question 9

What is the significance of letters written by well-known people? The majority of candidates were able to
provide the right points under this heading.

Exercise 4 — Question 11

In this summary writing exercise up to six marks are available for Content and four marks for Language. This
year most candidates appear to be well-prepared for the requirements of this exercise and generally
performed well. Many candidates wrote their summaries in their own words and were therefore able to
access the full range of marks available for Language. Most of the candidates had written precisely covering
five or six correct points from the text. They also managed to secure three out of four marks for language; a
few candidates scored full marks for language. The majority of the candidates restricted their answer within
the word limit. However, a small minority of candidates still exceeded the word limit.

Section 2
Exercise 5 — Questions 11-17

The subject of this text was elephants and how they are the biggest mammals on Earth. The text discussed
the challenges involved in their conservation and threats posed to them by poachers because of the lucrative
trade connected to ivory. Of all four questions (11-14) there were true/false options and most of the
candidates gave accurate statements. Very few candidates gave an incorrect answer to Question 15
because the question was: What are the characteristics of the animals that have hot blood? The correct
answer to the question was that the outside temperature does not affect their body temperature. A few
candidates did not understand the question and referred to parts of the human body which help to protect it
such as body hair.

Exercise 6

This year’s essay topic was to write a report on the condition of pollution in your city. Most of the candidates
attempted the exercise successfully. Several candidates gave causes of pollution and the types of pollution
that affect their city. Good answers not only highlighted the reasons behind pollution, but also related these
to local conditions prevailing in particular cities.

Teachers should encourage their candidates to think and write in Hindi in order to avoid making Hindi
grammatical mistakes and spelling errors. Often such errors are committed when candidates first think in
English and then try to translate their thoughts and words into Hindi. Sometimes in doing so, in this process
students also commit the mistake of following English grammatical rules while writing in Hindi. Repeated
spelling errors are also an area of concern. Candidates can improve their grades if teachers help their
candidates address these issues related to spelling and grammar.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02
Listening

Key messages

In order to do well in this examination, candidates should:
*  Write their answers as clearly as possible so that the meaning can be understood.
. Take care to include all the relevant details in their answers to the questions in Exercise 4.

General comments

Overall, candidates performed quite well in this examination and the full range of ability was observed. Most
candidates attempted all the questions in the paper.

For this component, credit is given for communication of the correct information. Answers are not assessed

for accuracy of spelling and grammar. However, if language errors change the meaning or the meaning is
unclear, the answer cannot be given credit.

Comments on specific questions

Exercise 1 — Questions 1-6

The majority of candidates performed reasonably well on this exercise. Questions 1-6 require short
answers, and most candidates fared well. There were variations in spelling of some words. Some of the
words are part of basic vocabulary and candidates are expected to be able to spell them correctly. Marks
were awarded if the misspelt word did not change the meaning, but not for answers where it changed the
meaning such as, for example, instead of (Vigayapan) — advertising poster candidates wrote (vigyan
meaning science).

Question 1

This was mostly answered correctly, some variations in the spelling of 3T4T €eT. Marks were awarded if the
misspelt word did not change the meaning.

Question 2

Required careful listening, the key words, T8I & fahdTe were at times not mentioned and the adjective @31
was understood by only the most able candidates.

Question 3
There were many variations of answers to this due to candidates not understanding the meaning of fa=Tds1.

Question 4

This was accessible to the majority of candidates.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education ©2018




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education www.xtrapapers.com
0549 Hindi as a Second Language March 2018
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Question 5

Most candidates answered correctly, in some instances, when H&Se el 3iX Teldelfeleh 3YHIUT was also
added to the answer 2i=TeII, marks were awarded as it was deemed to be a harmless addition, but ifm'mssr
Wi 3R Tolereifaeh 3UaUT was the only answer, marks could not be awarded.

Question 6

The Listening test assesses candidates’ ability to register the main information required to answer the
question without getting distracted by the peripheral information such as ‘FRIER & & .

Question 7

(i)—(viii) Candidates were required to fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate word. As in the previous
section, accuracy of spelling was a major issue. There were too many variations in spelling of

words like TrgTelr, TRI&T, STefary, fagleT and &THT.

Questions 8-13

Candidates needed to tick/cross in either True or False boxes. Most candidates managed to score marks.
Some candidates ticked and crossed in both the boxes and lost marks.

Questions 14-19
These questions were intended to be more challenging. Attention to detail and use of precise vocabulary
were both required. Some still offered one or two-words answers with insufficient detail which led to marks

being lost.

Question 14

The question was found to be a bit challenging due to not understanding the meaning of ITATA in the

question. There are some implications for acquiring wider Hindi vocabulary in order to access such
questions.

Question 15

This was mostly answered well.

Question 16

This was answered correctly by the majority of candidates.

Question 17

(i)—(ii) The concept of was largely found to be challenging for candidates.
Question 18

Very few candidates put the correct answer, as it required complex sentence making, which was (Sheesha’s
paintings reflected her personality).

Question 19
Very few candidates managed to put the correct answer and lost their mark due to spelling mistakes which

changed the meaning, e.g. they wrote (kanghe meaning comb) instead of (karghe meaning weaving
machine).
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Question 20

Very few candidates managed to find the correct answer. They had to put three essential elements, which
were (friends, bar and pool game).

Summary

Candidates should listen to the recording very carefully and develop techniques and strategies to enable
them to identify and select appropriate detail for their answers. There is a need to work on emerging Hindi
vocabulary to access some questions and also to focus on sounds and letters, paying particular attention to
similar sounding letters. Teachers should also try dictation activities with their pupils regularly in class.
Candidates should gain as much practice as possible at listening exercises in class, and attempt past papers
under timed conditions. This would certainly help to raise the overall standard.
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