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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Paper 1

Key messages

In order to do well candidates should:

e read all parts of a question carefully

¢ identify the key words and respond to the command words in the question

e understand the context of text beyond individual words to identify what is not explicitly stated but is
implicit in the writer’s intention.

e answer only what the question is asking and not everything they know

e check their answer against the question

e engage in vocabulary development by creating a concise glossary linked to contemporary topics, such
as health, tourism, technology, culture and social issues

e secure language proficiency by learning grammatical components, such as sentence structure,
punctuation, conjunctions, case markers, tenses, appropriate style and register

e Use the mark allocation as a guide. The mark allocation indicates the number of specific relevant points
that need to be made in an answer

e ensure handwriting is clear and easy to read.

General comments

e  Most candidates were well-prepared for the examination. The overall performance varied from
satisfactory to very good.

e  Stronger candidates showed commendable engagement in answering comprehension questions by
understanding the context of various texts.

o Weaker candidates tended to lift their answers from the text without grasping the context of the
question.

o  Writing tasks were mostly focused on the issues, supported by valid arguments and followed a
structured approach for continuous writing.

e Weaker candidates’ written works showed inconsistent use of style and register, lack of control of
simple structures, linking words and punctuation marks.

Strengths — In the reading section, candidates were able to answer general and information-based
questions. In the writing section, candidates were able to adhere to the word limit and include the necessary
points as per the demand of the question.

Weakness — While reading, some candidates seemed almost unable to answer indirect and meaning-
oriented questions. There was a lack of clarity in the answers to Exercise 3. Candidates were able to
develop the ideas well, but some points were missing or repeated, especially in Exercise 6. However, all
exercises in the writing section were understandable despite many grammatical errors.

Comments on specific guestions

Section A
Exercise 1 Questions 1-6

Candidates were asked to read a passage and write short answers to questions based on the passage.
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Some candidates could not answer Questions 2 and 5 correctly but the rest of the questions were generally
well answered.

Question 5 was correctly answered by stronger candidates only. The key word, tla’juﬁr was not understood

by some candidates. Many candidates referred to Sister Nivedita’s work on women’s education, which was
one of the answers to Question 6.

Exercise 2 Questions 7-15

This exercise required candidates to read a passage and select the correct answer by ticking the appropriate
option. Although many candidates performed well, some found this section challenging. A few relied heavily
on identifying key words without reading the surrounding text carefully, which led to incorrect responses for
Question 15. Question 15 assessed R3 — to deduce meaning of unfamiliar words/phrases by reading the
information around it and making inferences. Many of the weaker candidates struggled to answer it correctly.

Exercise 3 Questions 16-19

Candidates were required to read a text to compare remote working with working from the office. Most
candidates were able to engage with the text to perform well in this section. For Question 16 some

candidates were unable to write both the answers ‘TaledAtad & 31f8& 3@TT and 3cdGehdl H TG,

Weaker candidates mixed up their answers for Questions 17 and 18. They needed to scan the text to get to
the correct answer. There is implication for learning the vocabulary of contemporary topics. Some candidates

did not understand the meaning of the key word ‘TaTaRUiII’ in Question 18. Question 19 was mostly
answered well.

Exercise 4 Question 20 (C), 20 (L)

Summary writing task involves summarising main points of a given text. Content and Language marks are
awarded separately. The task was to summarise the passage they read in the previous exercise.

Many candidates used their own words and kept to the word-limit for summarising the text. The summary
writing skill consists of focussing on the main points of the text and a concluding remark. Some succinct and
concise summaries were a pleasure to mark. Inconsistency in spelling, punctuation and grammatical
structures were evident in many responses. Only the strongest candidates showed the ability to use a wide
range of language including complex structures effectively. A lack of control, even in using simple structures,
were evident in weaker answers. Overall, the task was attempted successfully.

Exercise 5 Question 21 (C), 21 (L)

The task was to write an email to apply for a job in a newspaper office. Most candidates were able to
understand the criteria of the task and write an appropriate email with the necessary information. Some
struggled to follow the correct format and missed out writing about their educational qualifications in their
application to qualify them for the job and didn’t organise their thoughts in separate paragraphs.

Exercise 6 Question 22 (C), 22 (L)

All candidates engaged with the task to discuss whether health is more important than money. Some
candidates confused financial health with mental health. It was good to see that this misunderstanding did
not deter anyone from giving a good response. They gave a sound response within their understanding,
providing logical reasoning for their argument.

Candidates need to maintain register and style consistently throughout their composition. Mixing formal and
informal register can be confusing. It is important to show awareness of audience and adopt an appropriate
register accordingly.
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QT A 37U ereal T 3uNer AT R UTe H HaT H YA A & T Asq-HAT FT drefeT R
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3ugEd TR AT Ageaqul ¢l
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02
Paper 2

Key messages

In order to do well in this examination, candidates should:

o  Write their answers as clearly as possible so that the meaning can be understood.
e Take care to include all the relevant details in their answers to the questions in Exercise 3.

General comments

Overall, candidates performed quite well in this examination and the full range of ability was observed. Most
candidates attempted all the questions in the paper, but some candidates left some parts blank.

For this component, credit is given for communication of the correct information. Answers are not assessed

for accuracy of spelling and grammar. However, if language errors change the meaning or the meaning is
unclear, the answer cannot be given credit.

Comment on specific questions

Exercise 1

Questions 1-6

The majority of the candidates performed reasonably well on this exercise. Questions 1-6 require short
answers, and most candidates fared well. There were variations in the spelling of some words. Some of the

words are part of basic vocabulary and candidates are expected to be able to spell them correctly. Marks
were awarded if the misspelled word did not change the meaning, but not for answers where it changed the

meaning such as, for example, instead of ‘badh’ which mean flood ‘ST¢’ many candidates wrote ‘913’ with
different spelling which change the meaning to ‘fence’.

Question 1
This was mostly answered correctly by candidates.
Question 2

Most of the candidates answered this correctly, but a good proportion of candidates missed ‘mango’ and just
wrote a type of mangoes ‘GIgI". The answer was ‘G2T&< 37# or just ‘31T

Question 3
Most candidates answered this correctly and achieved the mark.

Question 4

Many candidates gave the correct answer, but some candidates answered incorrectly with ‘& 3T STel’

which changes the meaning or ‘UATHET’ which is a wrong answer.
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Question 5
This was accessible to the many candidates but of some candidates missed the key word ‘STef&’.
Question 6

Lots of candidates could not answer this correctly. The answer was ‘Gferd & 919 &’ or ‘Jferg 37HE & but
they wrote ‘Gfele’, or ‘Ifeld 3/@@T with a spelling error, hence the meaning was changed.

Question 7(i)—(viii)

Candidates were required to fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate word. There was a variation of
answers in this section, but many candidates picked up the words from the audio well and answered the

question properly and scored the marks except 7(f) — answering with ‘TIf&I fr&Tor instead of ‘/Rr&r and

7(h) — ‘fIST, &, TSATEY, TAAAT, T H TSRl T Telad #' instead of “fAsIAT and couldn't achieve marks in
these sections.

Questions 8—-15
These questions were intended to be more challenging. Attention to detail, grammar and the use of precise
vocabulary were required. Some still offered one or two-word answers with insufficient detail which led to

marks being lost.

Question 8

Most candidates lost their marks because of spelling errors like — 8T8, 9T, dTg, TS, §8, d818. Only a few

were able to give the correct answer which was 91¢".
Question 9

Many candidates wrote the wrong answer — HIlTS, TS ST oThar, I, AYNS FT FHIST. The correct answer
was ‘PIowir.
Question 10

Many candidates understood the question and were able to give correct answers, but some students made
spelling errors — ¥, €A, &, 31 .

Question 11

There were some candidates who could give the correct answer whereas some did not give a correct

answer, they wrote only-9ald, JafaR fSreiied, arsfierid, SR o qade TR,

Question 12

This question was correctly answered by the majority of candidates. Only weaker candidates struggled with
it, suggesting it was relatively straightforward for most. However, due to spelling mistakes or wrong answers

such as 2Id, 2lY, A, ALGC, :H‘c?w—d, EaEy §U The correct answer was ‘AIHC’.

Question 13

Only a few candidates gave the answer correctly. Other candidates lost their marks because they wrote —

T Yohs T, NS ST, STl ! AU W T, TaT SW@HT, ATl W@, The correct answer was ‘Td it
ST A or ‘I AT’ and ‘STl FeTohs .
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Question 14

Some candidates answered this question correctly, while others provided either random or grammatically
incorrect answers, like T&fY, Sta ST3it, SIG3i which resulted in lost marks.

Question 15
This was the quite challenging and many tried to answer but did not fit grammatically.

Only some of the candidates were able to give the correct answer whereas most of them lost their marks

because of wrong answers like — U5 G, HeIclT, WTehicish, TERTct, ATehicieh TV,

Questions 16-23

These were multiple choice questions. Candidates needed to select the correct answer out of three choices.
Many candidates scored higher marks in this section. Questions 16, 17, 19, 20, 22 — Most of the candidates
were able to give correct answers. Questions 18 and 21 — some of them chose the wrong option, either A or
C. Question 23 — Only some of the students answered correctly while some candidates lost their marks as
they chose option A or B.

Summary

Candidates should listen to the recording very carefully and develop techniques and strategies to enable
them to identify and select appropriate details for their answers. There is a need to work on emerging Hindi
vocabulary to access some questions and also to focus on sounds and letters, paying particular attention to
similar-sounding letters. Teachers should also try dictation activities with their candidates regularly in class.
Candidates should get as much practice as possible at listening exercises or news in class and attempt past
papers under timed conditions. All this would certainly help to raise the overall standard.
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o 3FUME 3 & yal F 3 H gl wrdfe ¥aver aiffer e Fr eaeT W

AT feoqfor

ol ARy, 38 GeT A RETIAl o Sl 3reoT Jedisl har iR 3t Jgar i i F@ar odr |
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gt 1

sHhT IR AR aenfiat o @@ e | w3 o enfiay @ Awer @ adeh # sga @l
eTae g o

YT 2

31Tt e o T 3R e, ofeh s e & R o o '3 g BiF had Th
answered this correctly and achieved the mark Y&R &T 3 'Teedl for@ fGam| s@err 3a% o1 'gagdr
3TH' AT a3 |

9T 3

3rfaeprer eIt & sger @er 3R fear ik 3w grea e

9T 4

Frftreprer qleTiat & @Er IR e, Afher F© A el I AT S i @ Sier T9Ed 31 See ST
g I ‘gAY S ITed 3R B

9T 5

Ig s TOETTiEt & fow gorer or, Afhed $o 3egdl HeF s Se@ el T
9T 6

a5 & TenfiAT A gHer T I A AT | IR A1 g &k aF F AT YA ARHA ', Ao
3egiet o A1 IO HEEY Il T e ¥ fow fean, sefav 3 aga

9T 7

qAenfHar st Rad Tt o 3fad Usg T T A1) 370 s A IR & Aeaaar Y, afea w5 gdranfiar
T ST & Usel H THT RE T THST 3R U 1 T 3R ear 3R 31 ured fpw, Rar 7() & -
R & dora RfETT Reor 3R 7(h) - fostara o, @, e, e, e, TId # F5H |
oIl SA3A Sl & PRUT 3o W3 H 37 WIed oTa1 P bl

9%l 8-15

T e 3R FeloT glet & f4eRor oY earel e 3R §éleh Arsardel T 3UANET HLeT Sl IHaRTh I
O A IOATCA TAGRT & TY TH A7 &g F 3R R, w3 w4 g v
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g 8

3rfersprer qOeiat & acielr Hr At & HROT IS 3h @ QT S - §T5, 918, d, TS, d9e, TEI3)
hdd $ & Hel 3T ¢ U0 S '§Ie AT

weeT 9
F$ qleniiAl & el 3T fA@r-AlTS, Aerg 1 owsl, I8, AT A HET| W 3 ‘HISE AT
weeT 10

ds TRETIAAT & 9RaT 1 FHSAT 3N FE 3N ool H HaTA ¢, Afched T o aclelt T Teaferdl @i - &R,
T, g, Al

g 11

To el 0 & S & IR & T SAdih $O o HEN IR AL AT, 36l dhael for@l- gald,
feied, afAfd, dRT & qade faRed|

9w 12

3 e &l o) Jfteier qdeniid o #@E BT Fae FHAAR IFACEART # 1 3Hd S usl, foed
qcll Tl § T Ig e & fT 3AeThd Tl ATl glellleh, dclell T ATl IT el IR 59 T
91g, Qrdl, A, H&c, HHC, IFI'I’@'UQEEFNUTI Tl 3R ‘AES AT

geeT 13

Fo & T F 7 3 e 3 3 feant o e 3 @ T Hife 3w forar - 9@
Sicfalel, a1 & A oW FX, TdT ST, TAATICAT SERT| FET 3R AT, I T FTeTeicd FoApd or
‘ITTAT ARt and ‘ST oA |

9T 14

To TETRIAT & 3§ Y9 & WeT 3o &N, Sidieh 3 & AT & Argfessh AT Shrdioleh & & dTeld I
%U,é@q&ﬂ,sﬁadg&ﬁ,agﬁ,mqﬁwqﬁwwgml

9%l 15

Ig BT AT A7 3R S Gl o7 STare Gov BN AT AfheT sqrR0T B e & FET G
a1l

Fad Fo e § T 3 & TSGR FREHA F ToId IR & FROT A 3 @ R o - I3
dle), geIar, Wrpfcieh, FERlA, Trepiceh 3Tehyor|
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el 16 WesT 23
¥ sglashedd yeaT | qQenfat 1 feT Aehedl # F T I AT 1| 3H TS A FF 3FHIGART
3T 37 UTed fHU| wesT 16, 17, 19, 20, 22 — 31ferrer gdiemadf TEr 30X ¥ & T&1d A| WA 18 3 21 -

30 @ $ o ol fdshod AT, A Al A AT C| W 23 — shaol $© BHET o FE IR AT i o
qQenfiat & fdewed A I1 B gofal & HROT 39 3 @ e

HTer

W&iﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂaﬁqu A § Gefoll TR 3N 39 3T & TAT Iugerd faaxor v ggerer kel
IR TIT A A FEH T4 & AT Toheliep 3R RN fapfdd =l amfew| oo 9ol a% qga &
WSWgé%ﬁQWWwH T T 3EThaT & 3R eafaat i 3eRt v off e &g
AT AIRT, A §F F AT &afer arer 38R W &A1 a1 arfge| fAerahi &r off swam & A so @
IO 3FACART & A Hdo@ Ffafaferr e arfgv| glenfial wF werm & g & e @
HATART &7 AT FHT g1 3T 31 R difev AR FAgecy aRfEufadl # fod 9w g &
TIfgv| I8 99 [ATad T & THT AT F Fed H A HLA|
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/03
Speaking

Key messages

e ltis important to adhere to the stipulated timings for each part of the Speaking examination so as to be
fair to all candidates. The timings should be Presentation, 2—3 minutes, Topic Conversation, 4-5
minutes and General Conversation, 4—5 minutes.

e Part 2, Topic Conversation and Part 3, General Conversation should be conducted as interactive
sessions. Examiners should ask questions that lend themselves to answering in a variety of structures.

e  Examiners should ensure that questions in both the Topic Conversation and General Conversation offer
candidates plenty of opportunities to express opinions and justifications so as to reach the higher levels
in the mark scheme. In a very small number of cases, questions were too long and not clear, which took
a lot of time and made it difficult for candidates to follow up and respond. Examiners should not
summarise candidates’ answers.

e To achieve well in the conversation sessions, candidates need to demonstrate they can handle
unexpected questions with natural and spontaneous responses.

e At least two topics should be covered in the General Conversation: one from Areas A—B and one from
Areas C-D as set in the syllabus.

Comments on specific questions

Part 1: Presentation

The candidates were generally well-prepared for the examination, there was a full range of performance. The
topics heard this year were diverse. There were many examples of interesting presentations where
candidates showed evidence of thorough research and planning. Topic related vocabulary was fluently used
by most candidates. Some candidates showed the ability to use complex sentences to express ideas and
opinions with confidence. The quality of weaker presentations was lacking in depth and spontaneity.

Part 2: Topic Conversation

The topic conversation should be an interactive conversation based on what candidates have said in their
presentation. The timing for this part is 4—5 minutes to allow deeper discussions on the topic and the
materials presented. Examiners should not ask questions which require candidates to repeat what they have
already said in the Presentation, as this will restrict the range of language that candidates produce.

Most examiners were confident in conducting this part of the exam, some listened carefully to each
candidate, asking a series of excellent searching questions pitched at a level and depth appropriate to this
syllabus. However, this did not happen across all the different centres. The Topic Conversation was a repeat
of the Presentation in some of the examples. The most successful conversations were those where
examiners asked open ended questions that were relevant and logically linked to the content of the
Presentation and gave candidates opportunities to provide further information, experience, opinions and
justifications.
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Part 3: General Conversation

At least two topics should be covered in the General Conversation: one from Areas A-B, the other from
Areas C-D. Topics chosen for the General Conversation should not overlap with the content of Part Two,
Topic Conversation. A full list of the topics can be found in the syllabus.

In the General Conversation, centres usually covered limited topic areas, mostly from Area A-B, Home life,
School routine, Family, Eating out and Holiday. Many questions were not challenging enough for the level of
IGCSE qualification. They were pitched at a basic level which did not give opportunity to provide extended
responses for candidates to demonstrate their command of wider vocabulary and a variety of structures. The
best performances were where candidates were given opportunities to provide extended responses where
they could exhibit their command of the language, or when they were engaged in meaningful discussions,
expressing and defending their own opinions in an interactive way.

Conduct of the test

The maijority of examiners were familiar with the requirements of the IGCSE Hindi as a Second language
Speaking Test. The best examples of Speaking Tests were where the examiners introduced the candidates,
explained the three-part composition of the test, asked them to state the title of their chosen topic, introduced
each part of the test and gave ample opportunities to demonstrate the full range of their ability. Some
examiners left it to the candidate to introduce themselves and start their Presentation. It is recommended
that candidates state the title of their presentation before they start. The timing of individual sections did not
always comply with the guidance given in the syllabus. Part three was either too short or too long. Some of
the questions were overly long statements which could have Yes/No answers. It did not give candidates
opportunity to have an interactive discussion.

Recorded sample: quality

The quality of submitted recordings was mostly good.

Application of the mark scheme

The mark scheme was generally well understood and applied correctly. In cases where downward
adjustments to marks were made, this was often where material from the presentation was repeated, the

General Conversation did not comply with the syllabus requirement and so candidates had not presented
new evidence of language/structures.
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