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This paper has two sections. Answer all the questions in one section:
Section A: The American Civil War, 1861–1865 (pages 2–3)
OR
Section B: America in Vietnam (pages 4–5)

Each section has two parts, Part A and Part B. You are advised to spend 1 hour answering Part A and 
30 minutes answering Part B. The time allowed for the examination includes sufficient time to read all the 
sources and the questions for one section.

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.
The total mark for this paper is 45.
The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or 
part question.
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Section A: The American Civil War, 1861–1865

Study the Background Information below and then answer all the questions. Use your knowledge of the 
topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources, as appropriate.

Background Information

The Civil War between Union and Confederate forces was extensive and highly destructive. Fighting 
was intense and brutal. Many battles were fought, of which some were particularly significant. As most 
military campaigns were conducted in the South, the Confederate States suffered a great deal. The 
blockade of the South by the Union Navy had important economic and military consequences.

Part A: The War on Land and Sea

You are advised to spend 1 hour in answering Questions 1 to 4.

1 Study Source A

 What is the message of this cartoon? Explain your answer using details from the source and your 
knowledge. [6]

2 Study Source B

 How far does this account support the view that the blockade of the South was effective? Explain 
your answer using details from the source and your knowledge. [7]

3 Study Source C

 How useful is this drawing in portraying the reality of battles fought during the Civil War? Explain 
your answer using details from the source and your knowledge.  [7]

4 Study Sources D and E

 Is it fair to accuse Sherman of cruelty in his campaign in the South? Explain your answer using 
details from the sources and your knowledge. [10]
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Part B: The Battle of Gettysburg

You are advised to spend 30 minutes on your answer.

5  Study Source F

  ‘The Battle of Gettysburg was the most important military event in the Civil War.’ How far do you 
agree with this view? Use the source and your knowledge to explain your answer.

 In addition to Source F, you may use any of the Sources A to E to help you answer this question. 
 [15]

[Total: 45]
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    Section B: America in Vietnam

Study the Background Information below and then answer all the questions. Use your knowledge of the 
topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources, as appropriate.

Background Information

Following the Gulf of Tonkin incident the U.S.A. increased its involvement in Vietnam and by 1968 
had committed about 500,000 men to the war. American troops tried to win the support of the South 
Vietnamese, but they were unable to confront the Vietminh and the Vietcong in open combat. The U.S. 
bombed North Vietnam heavily. By late 1967 the Americans appeared to have the upper hand, but the 
Tet Offensive of January 1968 showed that they had made little progress.

    Part A: The War, 1965–1969

    You are advised to spend 1 hour in answering Questions 6 to 9.

6 Study Source A

 What does this poster tell you about Vietcong tactics? Explain your answer using details from the 
source and your knowledge. [6]

7 Study Source B

 How useful is this source as evidence for the effectiveness of American bombing raids? Explain 
your answer using details from the source and your knowledge. [7]

8 Study Source C

 Why was the President’s adviser so pessimistic about the position in Vietnam? Explain your 
answer using details from the source and your knowledge. [7]

9 Study Sources D and E

 To what extent can the account of the soldier in Source D help you to understand the action of the 
soldier in Source E? Explain your answer using details from the sources and your knowledge. [10]
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    Part B: Atrocities in the Vietnam War

    You are advised to spend 30 minutes on your answer.

10 Study Source F

 How convincing is this account of the reasons for atrocities committed by U.S. soldiers in the 
Vietnam War? Use the source and your knowledge to explain your answer.

 In addition to Source F, you may use any of the Sources A to E to help you answer this Question.
 [15]

 [Total: 45]
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