



How and why eid prayers are offered?
· Islam gives guidelines to Muslim regarding celebrating festivals. The Two Religious festivals in Islam are Eid ul Fitr and the Eid ul Adha

· Eid ul Fitr is celebrated at the end of Ramdan, after Sunset moon of Shawwal  is sighted which is Sunnah. This Eid is celebrated on 1st of Shawwal. While Eid ul Adha is celebrated on 10th of Zil Hajj. It is prohibited for Muslims to fast on any of the eids days

· Abu Sa’eed (r.a.) narrated: “The Messenger of Allah   prohibited two fasts: Fasting on the day of Eid-ul-Azha and on the day of Eid-ul-Fitr.”
· It is Sunnah to take bath and wear new/ neat clothes. It is also recommended thatMuslims should follow one path while going for prayer and return from the other, which helps to meet the people of other areas as well

· Eid prayers are offered in a large gathering, be a mosque or a ground. This prayer cannot be offered alone nor it has any Qaza or substitute, thus one must try to attend this gathering.   

· The time starts after the rising of the Sun. The time of Eid ul Adha is a bit earlier, though after sunrise.  Charity, Sadqa-e-Fitr, is paid  before the Eid ul fitr. It is paid to poor  on behalf of every member of the family. It is Sunnah to eat dates before proceeding for eid prayers

· Anas (r.a.) narrated: “The Messenger of Allah never proceeded for prayer on Eid-ul-Fitr day unless he had eaten some dates.”
· There is no Azan so the people should reach as per the time for their area. Women are also encouraged  to join gathering as the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) used to deliver separate sermon for women. There is no Iqama for prayer and it consists of Only 2 Rakas, Wajib (not Farz).

· After reaching the mosque the prayer is led by the Imam. He recites Fateha with additional surahs in both rakas. In these rakas there are six extra takbeers, 3 in each raka. Muslims have to follow Imam in all acts of Qiya, ruku, sajda, jalsa, Qada etc. 

·  After the prayer sermon  is delivered which contains teachings of Islam. It has two parts. It is part of both the eids. After Eid people meet their families, friends and relatives

· In Eid ul Adha after prayer people go for sacrifices of animals. The defected animals are not recommended for sacrifice

· Sacrifices can be done till 12 th of Zil Hajj

· Only certain animals can be sacrificed that day which include Camels Min.5 years of age. Cow (buffalo, heifer, steer, bull etc.) Min. 2 years of age. Ram (sheep, lamb, goat, etc.)Min. 1 year

· Eid ul Fitr is offered because it concludes Ramadan. It is Sunnah to offer two rakas to thank Allah that He helped us to fast in Ramadan in obedience with His command
· It  is commanded by Allah “ Therefore offer the prayer and sacrifice”.  In this verse the prayer refers to Eid ul Azha thus it is offered to follow Allah’s command
· Eid ul Azha is offered in the memory of Ibrahim’s (a.s.) sacrifice of his son Ismaeel (a.s.). Muslims connect themselves through Eid ul Azha to Ibrahim’s(a.s.) Faith who was beloved Prophet of God. “ Verily, among mankind who have the best claim to Ibrahim are those who followed him..” ( Quran).This shows the reasons why Muslims perform Eid ul Adha


