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General comments

Number | K&V | | Number | Ko | | Nimber | KoY
1 A 9 c 15 c
2 B 10 A 16 A
3 c 11 c 17 B
4 c 12 D 18 F
5 c 13 B 19 E
6 A 14 B
7 c
8 D

Number | K&V | | Number | Ko | | Nimber | Koy
20 c 29 B 35 AID
21 B 30 c 36 c/D
22 B 31 c 37 AlE
23 A 32 D
24 c 33 c
25 c 34 B
26 B
27 B
28 c

Candidates appeared to understand the demands of the test and generally performed well. Most candidates

attempted all questions.

The ltalian extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and density and featured

monologues, conversations and interviews. The emphasis of the questions moved from targeting the
candidates’ ability to pick out information contained in short factual pieces, to testing their ability to
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understand specific information, as well as opinions and explanations, in longer extracts. The paper
differentiated well.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1-8

Performance in this exercise was generally very good, with most candidates answering the majority of the
questions correctly. In Question 2, a few candidates were unable to identify ‘collina’. Also, in Question 4
some candidates did not recognise the word ‘coperta’.

Questions 9-14

Candidates heard a longer extract about a language and culture course in Tuscany. Stronger candidates
answered all questions correctly. Some candidates did not understand ‘lezione individuale’ in Question 10,
‘torre’ in Question 11 and, ‘vini’ in Question 14.

Questions 15-19

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard a conversation between two friends about extra-
curricular activities. Most candidates answered correctly, proving to be at ease with the vocabulary and the
requirements of the exercise.

Questions 20-28

In this exercise, candidates heard two short interviews between two friends who entered two different
photography competitions. The exercise represented a step up in the incline of difficulty of the test. In
Question 21, quite a few candidates failed to associate the idea of bad weather with ‘fa troppo freddo’.
Question 27 was the most challenging question in this exercise. It required some inference and only about a
third of the candidates were able to answer it correctly.

Questions 29-34

The exercise was based on an interview with an Italian singer-songwriter. Stronger candidates answered
these questions correctly. Most of those who answered Question 32 incorrectly selected distractor A; they
did not understand ‘colonna sonora’.

Questions 35-37

In this exercise, candidates heard an interview with a girl from Naples, interested in the maintenance of the
dialect. For each section candidates had to identify two correct statements from a choice of five. Many
candidates performed well in this final exercise. Question 36 was the most demanding in this exercise. The
most common wrong answer was option B.
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ITALIAN

Paper 7164/22
Reading

Key messages

There is no need for candidates to write full sentences in answers to either Question 4 or 6. Indeed,
candidates may invalidate their answers if they write too much due to poor expression or the lifting of large or
untargeted chunks from the text, which may or may not contain the answer.

Candidates should check that the answer directly answers the question in an unambiguous way. For
example, a noun on its own may communicate nothing unless it is accompanied by a verb with an
appropriate subject or by a preposition. Candidates should check that they have manipulated the verb in
order to answer the question and not just lift the verb from the text, where it may be in a different person.

Candidates are advised to pay close attention to the formulation of the question. For example, if it asks
‘Perché ...... 7 (why?) it is expected that the response will begin ‘Perché........ " (because). Similarly
candidates will be assisted by noting any prepositions starting the question, e.g. Di che cosa....? will
anticipate an answer beginning with di (possibly with an article).

Much can be gleaned by close inspection of published mark schemes of past papers to indicate both length
and formulation of expected answers to corresponding questions.

Clarity and legibility of handwriting is important, even in the questions which require a single letter or number

response. For example, if the possible options for an answer contain the numbers 1, 2 and 7, candidates
must ensure that the Examiner can determine which option is being given for any one question.

General comments

Candidates generally appeared to understand the written texts well and most were able to locate the key
information.

Given that both Questions 4 and 6 require written answers, candidates should be familiar with at least the
present tense conjugations of the most important Italian verbs: essere, avere, fare and andare. The 3™
person plural present tense of avere (hanno) was frequently misspelled. The accent on é (is) is critical in
distinguishing it from the conjunction e (and) and therefore it should not be omitted.

Articles and articulated prepositions (al/alla, del/della/degli, nello etc.) were often inaccurately written and the
general rules of their formation should be reinforced.

Given the frequent occurrence of questions asked in the 3™ person about texts written in the 15 person, it

would be advisable for teachers to practise the necessary manipulations from first to third person and the
avoidance of second person references in answers.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

This question presented few problems. A few candidates seemed unfamiliar with the word palestra and
hence misunderstood Question 1 (b).
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Question 2

This question was generally well-answered. A fair number of candidates seemed unfamiliar with the word
ingresso and offered uscita or segreteria in answer to Question 2 (b).

Question 3

This question was generally well-answered. A few candidates may have been unfamiliar with the word
merenda and gave legge as the answer to Question 3 (b).

Question 4

(a) Most candidates identified the correct material in the text and some were able to render it perfectly
(dei suoi amici piu cari). There were a variety of attempted spellings of the possessive adjective but
those that would have created a potential ambiguity with sej (six) could not be allowed. Several
candidates invalidated their answers by lifting the second person elements from the original text.

(b) Nearly all candidates identified the answer, though only a minority were able to render it with the
correct articulated preposition alla.

(c) Most candidates identified the correct activity, running, but a significant number were unable to
conjugate correre in the third person singular or plural. Some renditions were potentially ambiguous
and could not be allowed.

(e) These questions were generally well answered except for candidates who preserved the first
person plural verb in part (ii).

(h) A number of candidates invalidated their answers by writing fre anni fa. Again candidates are
reminded to look closely at the formulation of the question.

(i) Most candidates were able to identify the required answer (sapere) ascoltare, although a few
candidates were unable to manipulate sapere and simply lifted sa from the text, which did not
answer the question precisely enough and could have been omitted altogether.

Question 5

This question was generally well-answered. It requires close reading and understanding and a wider
vocabulary than the earlier questions. The question which caused some difficulty for a few candidates was
(a) where the key word storia (history) may have been misinterpreted as ‘story’ leading candidates not to
select the correct answer (4) but to opt for 7 or even 1.

Question 6

(a) This question was generally well-answered. Some candidates invalidated their answers by simply
copying out the whole of the first sentence. This is a practice to be avoided as the Examiner has no
evidence that the candidate has understood the question. On the other hand, to simply write ne/
quartiere was too vague and could not be accepted.

(b) Most candidates identified the target delle vacanze correctly, but a number invalidated their
answers by adding the element mentre camminavano in an inappropriate syntactic context. This
created ambiguity and could not be accepted.

(c) This was generally answered clearly. Less successful candidates wrote answers such as
‘marciapiede la borsa della spesa’ which did not demonstrate understanding.

(d) This question was asking for reasons. Better answers responded to the per in the question and
gave answers using per + infinitive.

(e) This question was generally well answered. Less successful answers lifted unsuccessfully from the
text and did not provide complete or comprehensible answers.

(f) This question simply required the answer fre ore. A few candidates invalidated their answers by
adding dedica which, being a singular verb, does not answer the question.
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(9) Most candidates were able to identify walking the dog as the most commonly requested activity.
Less successful answers offered partial lifts from the text which did not correctly identify the
required information.

(h) Most candidates were able to isolate the correct information and give a concise answer. However
the whole answer un senso di comunita was required, not simply comunita.

(i) This question was generally well answered with a correct manipulation of abbiamo to hanno,
although several candidates were unable to spell this correctly. Some candidates simply copied out
the last sentence of the text in the hope that the answer was contained therein.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education © 2022




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education (9-1)
7164 Italian June 2022
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

ITALIAN

Paper 7164/03
Speaking

This report is not currently available. This will be accessible as soon as possible.
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ITALIAN

Paper 7164/42
Writing

Key messages

Candidates should read the questions carefully.

On Question 2 and Question 3 candidates should address each bullet point clearly and explicitly.
Candidates should be discouraged from introducing extraneous or irrelevant material into their answers.
Candidates should check their work carefully.

Candidates should take care to ensure their handwriting is legible.

General comments

In general, candidates performed very well on this paper.

Among weaker performances this year, it was noted that the more common mistakes were mixing up ‘e’
(and) and ‘e’ (it/he/she is), ‘ho’ (1 have) and ‘ha’ (he/she has) that became ‘0’ (or) and ‘a’ (to). The correct
conjugation of ‘piacere’ in all tenses was problematic for many candidates.

It is worth reminding candidates that for Questions 2 and 3 one of the criteria they will be assessed on is
task completion and level of detail included, so it is advisable to remember this when approaching each
bullet point of the question.

In some performances, candidates used a very narrow range of repeated vocabulary and structures and on
occasions some candidates seemed determined to use some pre-learned vocabulary, even if it wasn’t
applicable. It should be noted that a wide range of complex language — both in verbs and other grammatical
structures — is rewarded on Question 3. Candidates should be therefore encouraged to learn synonyms for
common words such as ‘andare’, ‘arrivare’, ‘pensare’. This means they would boost their vocabulary mark
but also ensure it is all appropriate.

However, stronger candidates were able to use a variety of vocabulary and synonyms and in some cases
used lovely idioms, especially when attempting Question 3.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
Details to add to a form to join a music club at school.

Most candidates were able to list the five pieces of information required. A certain amount of leeway was
granted here in terms of accuracy of spelling for the first gap fill (e.g. days of the week without accent). For
the second gap fill, there were many occurences of ‘classico’ and this was not considered an adequate
answer as it does not describe a genre of music, which is ‘musica classica’. The spelling of some
instruments for the ‘strumento musicale’ gap fill caused confusion. Some candidates left one of the two final
gap fills empty, but it was absolutely fine to fill the gaps with either a verb or a noun (e.g. “leggere’, ‘cantare’.
‘calcio’, ‘il piano’, ‘la geografia’). Words in languages other than Italian (particularly Spanish and English) did
not enable candidates to get marks. A very few candidates only gave 3 or 4 items and therefore could not
earn full marks.
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Question 2
Description of candidate’s experience with shopping.

There were many detailed answers here, which gained full marks as they provided consistently relevant
information and opinion.

The first bullet point was maybe the most problematic because some candidates looked at the title ‘in un
negozio’ without reading the other bullet points which referred to the word ‘shopping’. As a result, some
answers were all about shopping for food, while the action of ‘shopping’ is really not used for groceries in
Italian!

Many candidates attempted at answering the second and the third bullet point by combining them which was
fine as their answer still demonstrated completion of tasks and that communication was achieved.

With regards to the language used in this question, quite a few candidates lost points due to verb

conjugations inaccuracies (confusion between verbs conjugations which hindered meaning and contributed
to a breakdown in communication - e.g. the use of the conditional ‘andrei’ when the task required a present
tense ‘vado’, for bullet point 3 or simply a wrong person for bullet point 4 ‘comprerai’ instead of ‘comprero’).

There were problems with the fourth bullet point as many candidates lost marks because they neglected to
put accents on future tense verbs or use future expressions when a clear use of future tense or conditional
was needed to answer this bullet point with the required level of detail. The most common mistakes were
reusing the verb in the you form as in the question (‘comprerar) and ‘andro’.

Centres should encourage candidates to read the bullet points very carefully, to answer each one directly
and to expand their answer with relevant information in clauses containing verbs.

Question 3
e A birthday celebration at a restaurant.
This was definitely the most popular question attempted.

Most candidates were able to complete all the 5 bullet points accurately ensuring they could score the top
mark for this criteria (10 marks).

Some candidates were not able to achieve full marks for this criterion and this was mainly due to their
inability to answer bullet point 2 and 4, by giving detailed information for each. For bullet point 2, some
candidates did not give explanations of what they will do during the birthday celebration AT the restaurant
and wrote about going somewhere else (‘andremo a casa per una festa’, ‘andremo a comprare un gelato’).
For bullet points 3 and 4 many candidates ‘combined’ the two bullet points together missing out the
opportunity to give more detailed information and opinions. It is worth mentioning that due to the COVID-19
restrictions and lockdown, few candidates created a very original and relevant answers for these two bullet
points providing an excellent explanation!

Most candidates followed the bullet points closely.
e Technology and school

This was the least popular choice for candidates in this section of the paper. However, it became quite
apparent that those who chose this task had a very good knowledge of the Italian language.

Bullet point 2 was the one which caused more issues: some candidates did not answer it by using a past
tense but referred to what they ‘normally do’ or ‘will do’ with technology. Some issues arose with the ‘o’ for
bullet point 4, and some candidates listed both advantages and disadvantages of technology. However, as
many of those who attempted this question had a very good knowledge of Italian, writing both positives and
negatives resulted in a wider choice of vocabulary and range of language. As a result, some answers
included very complex structures and ideas. Sometimes though, for candidates who struggle more with the
language, keeping it simple might be a better choice. They should aim at higher bands in the Accuracy
criterion, by using simpler grammatical structures and vocabulary accurately.
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