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Question 1

Read carefully the poem in which the poet describes seeing a group of horses in Berlin, the capital city

of Germany.

Horses

From the window | saw the horses.

| was in Berlin, in winter. The light
was without light, the sky skyless.

The air white like a moistened loaf.

From my window, | could see a deserted arena,
a circle bitten out by the teeth of winter.

All at once, led out by a single man,
ten horses were stepping, stepping into the snow.

Scarcely had they rippled into existence

like flame, than they filled the whole world of my eyes,
empty till now. Faultless, flaming,

they stepped like ten gods on broad, clean hoofs,
their manes recalling a dream of salt spray.

Their rumps were globes, were oranges.
Their colour was amber and honey, was on fire.

Their necks were towers

carved from the stone of pride,

and in their furious eyes, sheer energy
showed itself, a prisoner inside them.

And there, in the silence, at the mid-

point of the day, in a dirty, disgruntled winter,

the horses’ intense presence was blood,

was rhythm, was the beckoning light of all being.

| saw, | saw, and seeing, | came to life.
There was the unwitting fountain, the dance of gold, the sky,
the fire that sprang to life in beautiful things.

| have obliterated that gloomy Berlin winter.

| shall not forget the light from these horses.

(a) In what ways does the poet vividly describe the horses?

(b) How does the poet strikingly convey the impact that seeing the horses has on him?

© UCLES 2025

06_0408_21 2025 1.4

10

15

20

25

[19]

[15]



BLANK PAGE

© UCLES 2025 06_0408_21 2025 1.4



BLANK PAGE

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced online in the Cambridge
Assessment International Education Copyright Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download
at www.cambridgeinternational.org after the live examination series.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of Cambridge Assessment. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of the University of Cambridge
Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is a department of the University of Cambridge.

© UCLES 2025 06_0408_21 2025 1.4



