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Paper 0549/01 

Reading and Writing 

 
 
General comments 
 
Most candidates showed that they were capable of answering in accordance with what was expected of 
them in the question paper.  However, some candidates appeared to be unsure of how to approach the 
summary-writing task in Exercise 4. 
 
 
Comments on specific questions 
 
Section 1 
 
Exercise 1, Questions 1-6 
 
Centred on the issue of communal harmony, the text for this exercise was about a festival celebrated in the 
Indian capital of Delhi called ‘The Festival of Flowers Procession’.  Some candidates had difficulty in 
answering Question 1, perhaps because they did not understand the Hindi terms for words like emotion, 
harmony etc. 
 
Exercise 2, Question 7 
 
Most candidates did not have any difficulty in identifying the correct information to complete the form.  
However, Examiners noted that not all candidates filled in the address correctly: details were written in the 
wrong order.  Thus, for example, some candidates wrote the name of the place or the state, prior to giving 
the house number.   
 
Exercise 3, Questions 8-11 
 
Some candidates did not pick up the difference between the industrial and non-industrial sectors of the 
economy, as a result of which they failed to make the correct choice in their answers.  Only a small number 
of candidates answered all four questions correctly. 
 
Exercise 4, Question 12 
 
This year most candidates performed satisfactorily in this summary-writing exercise, and it was pleasing to 
see that many wrote their summaries in their own words.  However, there were a few candidates from a 
small number of Centres who appeared unsure as to what was expected of them.  As a result, some 
candidates wrote their own views on the topic instead of giving a summary of the passage.   
 
Section 2 

 
Exercise 5, Questions 13-19 
 
Most candidates performed very well in this exercise, although a few candidates answered Question 17 
incorrectly.  Some candidates gave only one point in their answers to Question 19 which was a two-mark 
question and therefore required two pieces of information.  
 
Exercise 6 
 
This year the topic for the writing exercise was ‘Today’s music is noise’.  Many candidates wrote their views 
in an interesting and logical way.  Almost all candidates showed that they had correctly understood what was 
required of them in this question and wrote their views in a debate format.  Whatever viewpoint they chose to 
support, most candidates showed maturity and insight into the topic. 
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Paper 0549/02 
Listening 

 
 
General comments 
 
Many candidates had clearly been well prepared for this examination and responded well to the recording 
and the questions.  There were some very good responses which showed an obvious engagement with the 
tasks.  The paper was assessed for ‘listening for understanding’ and therefore feasible phonetic attempts at 
answers were allowed so long as the meaning was clear. 
 
There were very few blank responses and candidates generally made an attempt to answer each question. 
 
 
Comments on specific questions 
 
Exercise 1:  Questions 1–6 
 
The majority of candidates performed very well in this exercise.  However, some candidates did not answer 
Questions 4 and 5 correctly. 
 
Question 4 proved to be a demanding question and only a small minority of candidates answered it 
correctly.  Many said that the Hindi Pavilion had been set up to celebrate the birthday of the poet rather than 
the centenary of his birth. 
 
Some candidates responded to Question 5 by writing ‘ticket window’ instead of ‘ticket return window’. 
 
Exercise 2: Question 7   
 
Many candidates left the fifth gap blank or answered it incorrectly. In the seventh gap the mark was only 
awarded if candidates included ‘writing books’ in their answer. 
 
Exercise 3:  Questions 8–13 
 
Questions 8–13 were answered correctly by the majority of candidates. 
 
Exercise 4:  Questions 14–19 
 
Many candidates responded well to these questions but some had difficulties answering Questions 14, 16 
and 18. 
 
In Question 14 candidates generally responded by writing ‘burn in the stove’ (choolaha).  However, some 
candidates misspelled ‘choolaha’ as ‘choonah’ which changed the meaning of whole sentence and therefore 
the mark could not be awarded. 
 
In Question 16 a mark was not awarded if candidates only wrote ‘because he was angry’. They also needed 
to say why he was angry – because the villagers were hugging the trees and/or stopping the loggers from 
doing their work. 
 
A good number of candidates answered Question 18 well, but some candidates simply repeated their 
answers to Question 17 and therefore did not score. Another common mistake was to say that Gaura Devi 
gathered and united all the women of the village.  
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