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Section A: Research Methods

often collected by means of a social survey in which the researcher gathers responses from
guestionnaires or structured interviews. Whichever method is used, the researcher has to
identify a sample. However, the type of sample they choose will have a significant effect on
the validity of the results obtained.

The researcher must also decide whether to carry out a pilot study. The results of a pilot
study will enable plans to be reviewed and may help decide which sampling method
to use. The variety of sampling methods available to the researcher is vast, including
random sampling, quota sampling, stratified sampling and the rarely-used snowball
sampling. Each of these types of sampling has strengths but with each there are limitations.
However, the choice of sampling method will influence the outcome of the research, as will
the accuracy of the sampling frame.

Other researchers reject quantitative research methods in favour of qualitative methods.

(a) What is meant by the following terms:

() Validity
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(b) Explain two reasons why snowball sampling is rarely used.

data.
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(f) Describe two strengths and two limitations of using qualitative research me
sociology.
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Section B: Culture and Socialisation

2 There are different views about the factors that shape human behaviour. One view is that
human nature is the main factor, while another view emphasises the importance of nurture.

(&) What is meant by the term nurture ?
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(c) Explain how behaviour may be shaped by human nature.
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(d) To what extent does nurture influence human behaviour?
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3 Conflict theorists believe that social order is imposed through the use of c
However, functionalists argue that social order is achieved through shared values.

(&) What is meant by the term coercion?
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(d) To what extent is social order based on shared values?
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Section C: Social Stratification and Inequality

Marxist sociologists have suggested that modern industrial societies have undergone
a process of proletarianisation, through which white-collar work has become deskilled.

Deskilling has also occurred amongst blue-collar workers.

(&) What is meant by the term blue-collar workers ?
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(d) Assess the extent to which proletarianisation has occurred.
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of stratification in modern industrial societies, and in some of these societies an aristocra

remains part of the class system.

(a) What is meant by the term aristocracy ?



http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://studentbounty.com/

19

(c) Explain how an individual can change their social class position.
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(d) To what extent has there been a reduction in social inequality in modern i
societies in recent years?
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Section D: Power and Authority

6 It has been claimed that, even in democratic political systems, elite groups control the power
of the state.

(@) What is meant by the term the state ?
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(c) Explain what means the state uses in exercising its power.
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(d) To what extent do elite groups dominate all political systems?



http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://studentbounty.com/



http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://studentbounty.com/

26

It is claimed that class de-alignment has occurred in some modern industrial socie
that this is affecting voting behaviour. In these societies the concept of political sociali

would seem irrelevant.

(&) What is meant by the term class de-alignment?
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(c) Explain the role of political socialisation in the political process.
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(d) To what extent has class de-alignment occurred in modern industrial societies?
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