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CCEA is committed to providing a comprehensive and innovative support package for
all teachers and learners. This document has been designed to exemplify examination
performance and to support you in the teaching of CCEA GCE AS Irish. It contains
examples of candidates’ responses from the 2009 series of AS examinations. Each
candidate response carries a commentary by a senior examiner.

I hope you find this support useful in your teaching.

For further details of our support package, please visit our website at www.ccea.org.uk .

Best wishes

Clare McNicholl
Subject Officer
GCE Languages

E-mail cmcnicholl@ccea.org.uk
Telephone 028 9026 1200 (ext: 2439)
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Please read this in conjunction with the relevant sound file on the GCE Irish
microsite, under the Support Materials (AS1) tab

Exemplar No 1.

Presentation:

The candidate delivers a very competent and fluent presentation on ‘Déagéiri a bhionn
ag lompar clainne’, which is appropriate at this level, and which offers a number of

insights from the candidate’s point of view on this important subject.

The candidate is well prepared for the presentation. Her delivery is impeccable and
appropriately paced

This candidiate is very comfortable with using phrases and vocabulary that are
appropriate at AS Level, and which lend an air of authority and maturity to her subject.

In line with the mark scheme, the candidate displays a ‘very good understanding of the
topic’, and her ‘understanding, views, arguments and insights are presented clearly,
logically and confidently’.

Questions on the Presentation:

The candidate is very comfortable discussing her rationale for choosing this topic and
engages in depth with the examiner about this.

The candidate clearly references material that she was read or accessed when preparing
her presentation which lends weight to her arguments and insights.

The candidate gives an impressive justification to the examiner’s question ‘Ar ézst i Je
bariilacha do chairde nuair a bhi t4i ag ullmbi’ and explains succinctly why this wasn’t
appropriate and her strategy for preparing for this element.

Conversation:

The candidate seems able to answer questions which are not pre-prepared. The examiner
occasionally interrupts with supplementary questions, e.g. “An mbionn caidreamb maith agat
le do thuismitheoiri?’, which the candidate manages admirably.

The candidate discusses her local area, and associated social problems, and gives her
opinions on these. This is essential at AS level. Rather than simply stating facts, the

candidate backs up these with her own insights which enrich the conversation.

The candidate shows she is able to deal with questions that by their nature allow access
to the higher mark bands.

A very impressive, confident and coherent candidate.
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Please read this in conjunction with the relevant sound file on the GCE Irish
microsite, under the Support Materials (AS1) tab

Exemplar No 2.
Presentation:

The candidate delivers her presentation on the weakening of the Irish language in the
Gaeltacht, and in other areas. This title is appropriate at AS level.

The delivery is well paced and measured, and the candidate gives appropriate examples of
her own experience of having visited the Gaeltacht.

The candidate backs up her observations with a number of personal insights and
justifications which will help her access the upper mark bands of this element of the
exam.

The conclusion, while containing some grammar errors, is nicely put, and delivered well.
Questions on the Presentation:

The candidate and the exmainer engage in a short discussion about the presentation.
This allows the candidate to illuminate her presentation with some further examples, and
to impart some additional insights.

Conversation:

The candidate is comfortable speaking about herself and her family and uses some nice,
and natural phrases.

The candidate, while still speaking confidently, makes a number of grammar and
pronunciation errors, e.g. ‘Is é sin an rud is tabhachtach’ which distracts occasionally.

She maintains a high level of engagement with the examiner and again gives appropriate
insights into the reasons she would like to study architecture.

At times, she seems unsure of the appropriate phrase to use, and this can lead to errors.
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Please read this in conjunction with the relevant sound file on the GCE Irish
microsite, under the Support Materials (AS1) tab

Exemplar No 3.
Presentation:
The candidate delivers a competent and impressive presention on ‘Fadhb na nDrugaf’.

She conveys her own opinions on the topic, and uses language that is impressive for AS
level.

Pronunciation is very good, although there are examples when the candidate has
problems saying certain words. However she does not allow this to interrupt her delivery
and the flow of the presentation is not affected.

The timing and pace of the presentation is appropriate, and is delivered in just over three
minutes, without any repetition or pausing.

Questions on the presentation:

The examiner tries to elicit from the candidate where she obtained the information
contained in her presentation. She deals with this question very impressively detailing
conversations with her friends, and internet research.

The candidate discusses with the examiner her approach to writing and learning the
presentation and gives developed and detailed answers.

Conversation:

The candidate gives some interesting and developed insights into her family life and deals
nicely with some ‘unexpected questions’ from the examiner without too much difficulty.

There are some infelicities in the candidate’s pronunciation and grammar which are
notable, but again do not affect her ability to converse with the examiner.

The examiner moves the line of questioning to a more detailed, and advanced level ‘A#
mbionn na daoine a chonaionn thart timpeall thart ciiramach faoin timpeallacht?’ — a simple enough
question, but asked in a slightly different way than normal. The candidate copes
admirably and deals very well with the question.

The candidate details her opinions on her school, and on the subjects she has chosen for
AS Level. When the examiner asks her whether other subjects she studies as well as Irish
are easier or more difficult, she delivers a very detailed answer, without pausing, using a
number of different opinions to validate her answer.
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Unit AS 2:
Questions 1 and 2
Grade A Responses with Commentaries
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Commentary on grade A response for Assessment Unit AS 2

Exemplar No 1.

Question 1: Young People in Society
AO2 Understanding

The candidate addresses the terms of the question and the examiner has credited the
candidate from the point of focus and adherence to the question. The candidate
elaborates on points made about exams and shows you some insight. The candidate deals
with complex thoughts on the pressures put on young people. Opinion phrases are
cleverly used to draw the examiner’s attention to the fact that “personal engagement and
analysis” is being addressed. The candidate discusses the attitudes of parents and teachers
towards young people and shows a “clear understanding of the requirements of the
question”.

AO3 Target Language
Although there are some basic errors in the language, throughout this response, there is

“some use of more complex idiom and structure” for this level and there is a “wide use
of appropriate vocabulary”.
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Commentary on grade A response for Assessment Unit AS 2

Exemplar No 2.

Question 2 Health and Lifestyle
AO2 Understanding

The candidate shows a focus and adopts a mature approach to answering this question.
The stimulus material has been used well — the response does not rely heavily on it or
quote verbatim from it. In this response, the candidate has shown “a clear understanding
of the requirements of the question”. The bullet points in the question are addressed and
this candidate skillfully puts forward arguments to state their point of view. The
candidate has both the necessary vocabulary to deal with the topic and the vocabulary to
enable him/her to frame an argument.

AO3 Target Language

Complex structures are much in evidence in this essay. The language used in this essay is
beyond the standard required for AS level but it was felt that the structure of the essay
would be beneficial for teachers and other candidates to see. The candidate’s use of
language and idiomatic expression is very good and “accurate and complex structures”
are handled well, including, in the opening complex sentence, the correct form of the
genitive case.

24



www.xtrapapers.com

Unit AS 2:
Questions 1 and 2
Grade E Responses with Commentaries
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Commentary on grade E response for Assessment Unit AS 2

Exemplar No 1.

Question 2 Helath and Lifestyle
AO 2 Understanding

The candidate begins the essay by addressing the first bullet point. The examiner gets the
impression, however, that “the information generally lacks detail” since the experience
described is personal only and does not show a wider understanding of the problem.
The essay begins to lose focus and the response “is of a general nature, lacking structure
and uneven”. Some attempt is made to address the bullet points but the candidate would
have gained more marks if he/she had addressed all three bullet points in an organized
and structured way.

AO3 Target Language
Throughout the response, there is “inconsistent control of basic grammar and

structures” but communication is achieved. The candidate also has “difficulty with basic
vocabulary” and “syntax is highly fractured”.
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Commentary on grade E response for Assessment Unit AS 2

Exemplar No 2.

Question1 Young People in Society
AO2 Understanding

The candidate makes an attempt to address the terms of the question and focuses on the
subject of A levels causing stress but does not develop the points to any extent. Despite
the obvious linguistic and orthographic inaccuracies, these points have been
acknowledged under AO2 by the examiner as addressing the second bullet point. In the
final paragraph, the candidate makes a clear attempt to address the third bullet point but
problems with “basic structures” leave comprehension difficult for the examiner.
Overall the response was deemed to be “unstructured and inconsistent”.  The
information is “generally vague” but the essay does make an attempt to address the bullet
points.

AO3 Target Language

Language inaccuracies make it difficult at times for the examiner to understand what is
being said but there are some references to the terms of the question. “Frequent errors
and inconsistent control of basic grammar and structures” add to the problems of
communication. Syntax is “highly fractured” in places but the candidate has made an
honorable attempt to answer a question at this level.
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