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CCEA is committed to providing a comprehensive and innovative support package for
all teachers and learners. This document has been designed to exemplify examination
performance and to support you in the teaching of CCEA GCE AS French. It contains
examples of candidates’ responses from the 2009 series of AS examinations. Each
candidate response carries a commentary by a senior examiner.

I hope you find this support useful in your teaching.

For further details of our support package, please visit our website at www.ccea.org.uk .

Best wishes

Clare McNicholl
Subject Officer
GCE Languages

E-mail cmcnicholl@ccea.org.uk
Telephone 028 9026 1200 (ext: 2439)
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Please read this in conjunction with the relevant sound file on the GCE French
microsite, under the Support Materials (AS1) tab

Exemplar No 1.
Presentation L’influence des médias sur les jeunes

This is a well organised presentation which introduces the subject clearly and then
outlines the advantages followed by the disadvantages of the influence of the media upon
young people. Well-chosen idiomatic vocabulary and structures reinforce the content
and add to the overall impression of control and clarity. Both content and information
are sound and show good understanding, giving views and arguments as well as cominfg
to a clear conclusion. The information is conveyed confidently and, for the most part,
clearly with quite a good accent. There are only minor errors of pronunciation which do
not affect communication.

Questions on the Presentation

The candidate responds quickly and readily for the most part and develops answers
which show further engagement with the topic.

Conversation

On the whole this is a very good AS level conversation in which one can clearly see the
progress made from a GCSE standard due to the impressive ability to deal with notions
and ideas as well as factual matters. The candidate is able to give detailed responses to
the visiting examiner’s questions.

There is clearly a very good command of idiom and vocabulary. Pronunciation and
intonation are very good despite a few errors, which do not impede the conversation.
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Please read this in conjunction with the relevant sound file on the GCE French
microsite, under the Support Materials (AS1) tab

Exemplar No 2.
Presentation Les jeunes qui boivent trop

The candidate presents the problems associated with binge-drinking cogently and
comprehensively. There are some quite original suggestions based on French culture.
The ability to make judgements is clear. The actual presentation is interesting to listen to,
being concise with well-reasoned arguments and opinions.

Questions on the Presentation

The candidate takes the initiative, giving clear, relevant, well-developed responses to
questions which visit unprepared areas of the topic.

Conversation

This very confident candidate tackles all questions enthusiastically and for the most part
effectively. His strength is undoubtedly a willingness to develop his answers which he
does relentlessly, although not always smoothly. His pronunciation is mostly good. As
for AO3, there are inaccuracies and the candidate is judged to have a good rather than
very good command of idiom and vocabulary.
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Please read this in conjunction with the relevant sound file on the GCE French
microsite, under the Support Materials (AS1) tab

Exemplar No 3.
Presentation Le tabagisme

Initially the candidate is a little hesitant, struggling to remember the material. However,
she soon settles and delivers a very confident presentation. There are a few small
pronunciation errors which have minimal effect. The content itself is very good and
consistently to the point. Detailed understanding is evident throughout. This
presentation is typical of many successful ones on popular topics, the candidate having
chosen a sensible subject in which she seems interested and prepared. She has organised
information and ideas and tailored the language to an impressive AS level standard. One
can sense that she has spent time practising her work until she can deliver it meaningfully
and forcefully. In many ways it is a model for those who choose this type of subject.

Questions on the Presentation

The candidate responds quickly to all questions, giving mostly detailed responses, and has
particularly good answers in fresh areas, especially general health, reasons for starting
smoking and comparison with other addictions.

Conversation

This is a very fluent, relaxed candidate who understands everything and answers all the
examiner’s questions readily and confidently.

The level of the candidate’s communication (AO1) is good but the content of her
responses is more limited. As for language (AO3), there is a lot of very sound French,
easily expressed, but there are a number of minor mistakes. Pronunciation and
intonation are mostly very good. There are extended error-free parts which are good.
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Exemplification of Grade A and Grade E Responses

Section C, Question 1
Grade A Response
Commentary

Section C, Question 2
Grade A Response

Commentary

Section C, Question 1
Grade E Response

Commentary

Section C, Question 2
Grade E Response

Commentary
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Unit AS 2:
Questions 1 and 2
Grade A Responses with Commentaries
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Commentary on grade A response for Assessment Unit AS 2
Exemplar No 1.

Question 1: Relationships

AO2 Understanding

The candidate shows a clear understanding of the question. There is a balanced
treatment of the three strands of the question, together with a suitable introduction and
conclusion. The question is addressed with a high degree of coherence and no
repetition. The response shows a very good knowledge of the question. The candidate
displays a high level of maturity and engagement with the topic.

AO3 Target language

The candidate shows a very good command of language, with frequent examples of

complex structures and idiomatic language. Although there are some errors, they are
relatively minor and the response reads well.
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Commentary on grade A response for Assessment Unit AS 2

Exemplar No 2.

Question 2: Young People in Society

AO2 Understanding

The candidate has clearly understood the requirement of the question. There is a good
structure with a short but suitable introduction, a carefully planned response to the three
bullet points and a conclusion. The response is coherent, with no repetition or irrelevant
material. There is also evidence of editing and the candidate has presented an
appropriate response within the suggested word limit.

AO3 Target language

There is a very good command of language with examples of complex structures

appropriate to this level. Although there are some careless errors, these are few and the
response reads well.
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Unit AS 2:
Questions 1 and 2
Grade E Responses with Commentaries
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Commentary on grade E response for Assessment Unit AS 2
Exemplar No 1.

Question 1: Relationships

AO2 Understanding

The candidate shows some understanding of the requirements of the question but there
is a lack of structure and some repetition. The response is uneven and the information
given generally lacks detail.

AO3 Target language

Whilst there are occasional examples of appropriate language, there is an inconsistent

control of basic grammar and structures. The candidate has difficulty with basic
vocabulary, both general and related to the topic. There are also frequent errors.
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Commentary on grade E response for Assessment Unit AS 2

Exemplar No 2.

Question 2: Young People in Society

AO2 Understanding

The candidate shows some understanding of the requirements of the question and some
knowledge of the topic. Although the response is uneven, there is an attempt at
structure.

AO3 Target language

Whilst there is some basic communication, the response is characterised by frequent

errors. The candidate has difficulty with vocabulary, both general and related to the
topic. There is an inconsistent control of basic grammar.
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