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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1 (a) Give an account of the different reasons for David’s rise 
to power and his success as King of Israel. [35 marks]

 (b) Comment on the view that David’s failures were 
personal rather than religious or political. Justify your 
answer. [15 marks]

2 (a) ‘‘The role of the prophet was to afflict the comfortable 
rather than to comfort the afflicted.’’ 

  With reference to this quotation and specific examples, 
explain the nature and importance of prophecy in the 
Old Testament. [35 marks]

 (b) Comment on the view that it was the actions of the 
prophets rather than their words which reveal them as 
messengers of God. Justify your answer. [15 marks]
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Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3 (a) Explain how Hosea was a messenger of redemptive 
judgement. [35 marks]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, 
comment on the view that true religious believers 
can always be identified by their actions. Justify your 
answer. [15 marks]

4 (a) With particular reference to examples in the text of 
Isaiah, explain how the prophet dealt with opposition to 
his message. [35 marks]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, 
comment on the view that decline in religious belief has 
led to moral complacency. Justify your answer. 

  [15 marks]
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