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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1 (a) Explain the Arabian background into which the prophet Muhammad was born. [35]

(b) Explore the claim that the main reason for the rapid spread of Islam was Muhammad’s

strong leadership. Justify your answer. [15]

2 (a) Describe and explain the nature and importance of the Qur'an, Sunnah and Hadith. [35]

(b) Explore the view that it is only possible to submit to the Qur'an when living in a

Muslim society. Justify your answer. [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3 (a) Explain the importance of the Pillars of Shahadah (creed) and Sawm (fasting). [35]

(b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the claim that

religious beliefs are meaningless without actions. Justify your answer. [15]

4 (a) Give an account of the celebration and symbolism of the two major festivals of Islam.

[35]

(b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the importance of
festivals for the religious believer in a secular age. Justify your answer. [15]
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