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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1	 (a)	 Examine the evidence in support of  the claim that Christianity was in Ireland prior to 
Patrick’s mission.	 [35]

	 (b)	 Comment on the claim that the pagan religion of  Ireland hindered the spread of  
Christianity. Justify your answer.	 [15]

2	 (a)	 With reference to relevant texts, explain the main features of  penitential practice in  
the Celtic Church.	 [35]

	 (b)	 Comment on the claim that the teachings of  the Celtic Penitentials were only of  
importance to the clergy. Justify your answer.	 [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3	 (a)	 Explain the significance of  the themes of  the Holy Spirit, prayer and thanksgiving in 
Patrick’s Confessio.	 [35]

	 (b)	 With reference to other aspects of  human experience, comment on the view that 
support for religious authority is an essential requirement of  faith. Justify your  
answer.	 [15]

4	 (a)	 Give an account of  the contribution to the Church in Britain of  Aidan, Blaan and  
Canice.	 [35]

	 (b)	 With reference to other aspects of  human experience, comment on the claim that 
action is more important than preaching in encouraging faith. Justify your answer.	 [15]
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