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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1	 (a)	 Describe and explain how political and geographical factors contributed to the 
expansion of Christianity in the first three centuries.	 [35]

	 (b)	 Explore the claim that the Christian Church had a surprising ability to attract converts 
from all levels of society. Justify your answer.	 [15]

2	 (a)	 Explain how the religious policy of the Emperor Constantine impacted on the 
development of the Christian Church.	 [35]

	 (b)	 Comment on the view that Constantine’s interest in Christianity was more political than 
religious. Justify your answer.	 [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3	 (a)	 Explain why Christians were persecuted by the Roman authorities in the first three 
centuries.	 [35]

	 (b)	 With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the claim that the extent 
of religious persecution is often exaggerated. Justify your answer.	 [15]

4	 (a)	 Describe and explain the importance of the writings of the Apostolic Fathers, with 
particular reference to Ignatius of Antioch.	 [35]

	 (b)	 With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the view that the 
issues identified by the Early Fathers are still present in the church today. Justify your 
answer.	 [15]
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