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Section A

Answer one question from Section A
1 (a) Describe and explain the contents of Pliny’s letter to Trajan and Trajan’s reply. [35]
(b) Explore the claim that this correspondence clearly reflects the Roman attitude towards
Christians at this time. Justify your answer. [15]
2 (a) Describe the main themes in the writings of Justin Martyr, with particular reference
to the Dialogue with Trypho. [35]
(b) Comment on the claim that Justin’s writings provide a valuable, but limited source of

information about the Church at that time. Justify your answer. [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3 (a) Explain how the doctrine of Apostolic Succession developed over the first three
centuries. [35]

(b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the view that the
authority of religious leaders has always been a difficult issue. Justify your answer. [15]
4 (a) Describe the conversion of the Emperor Constantine and the impact of this event for

the Christian Church. [35]

(b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the view that religion
and politics should always be considered as separate issues. Justify your answer. [15]
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