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Section A

Answer two questions from this section

1 (a) With particular reference to Justin Martyr and Hippolytus, discuss the development of
the doctrine and practice of the Eucharist during the first three centuries. [30]

(b) “The Eucharist, is without doubt, the most important focus of Christian worship.”

Critically evaluate this statement. [20]

2 (a) Outline and discuss the content of Irenaeus’ polemic against heresy. [30]
(b) Critically evaluate the claim that Marcionism posed a greater threat to the Early Church
than any other heresy. [20]
3 (a) Analyse and explain the contribution which Origen made to the development of
theology in the Christian Church. [30]
(b) With particular reference to his Biblical writings, critically assess the view that the
writings of Origen still have much to teach the Church today. [20]
4 (a) Analyse and discuss the issues which resulted in Constantine calling the Council of

Nicaea. [30]

(b) Critically evaluate the claim that the decisions of the Council significantly shaped the
future of the Christian Church. [20]
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Section B
Synoptic Assessment
Theme: Suffering
You must answer this question

5 (a) With reference to at least two different areas of study, outline and examine some major
issues which emerge from the problem of suffering. [30]

(b) Critically assess the view that it is difficult to believe in a God who permits so much
suffering. You should refer to other aspects of human experience in your answer.  [20]
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