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A General Introduction to the Assessment of CCEA’s GCSE English Language/ English
The style of assessment
The exams will be marked using positive assessment; crediting what has been achieved

The mark schemes emanate from the Assessment Objectives and are designed to support this positive
approach.

The relationship between questions, mark schemes and Levels of Competence.

Each task is designed to test a specified series of Assessment Objectives and every task has an
individual mark scheme.

The mark scheme for each task comprises a task specific checklist as well as Competence Levels,
each of which details an increasing level of proficiency. Each Competence Level is made up of a series
of brief statements which, together, describe the essential characteristics of a response at that level.

The job for each examiner is to identify positively what has been achieved and then match the
candidate’s level of proficiency to the appropriate level of competence.

Writing: the marking process
Two discrete assessments have to be made

The first assessment will be used to gauge the candidate’s performance in the first two of the
Assessment Objectives for Writing (i) and (ii). The second assessment is measured against the final
Assessment Objective for Writing (iii).

The first stage in the assessment of an individual task begins with the examiner highlighting what is
creditworthy by:

e underlining and ticking valid points and relevant material;

e writing positive, brief, marginal comments — taken from the Competence Level descriptors;

Additionally, the examiner will highlight:
e errors in spelling, syntax, punctuation and paragraphing — each error only to be circled/noted once.

At the conclusion of the response, the examiner will then select and write down two/three phrases from
each of the two sets of Competence Level descriptors: Writing (i) and (ii) and Writing (iii). These will
be selected to best summarise the candidate’s achievement.

The process of selecting and noting these comments has the effect of helping the marker to assess
which Competence Level best matches the candidate’s achievement.

Once selected, the extent to which a candidate has met the requirements of that particular Competence
Level will determine the point that has been reached within it.

The final element of the process is then to write down the mark to be awarded in each case.
The required style of marking will be evident from the pre-marked exemplar scripts that will be

distributed to all examiners at every standardising meeting. These will have been marked and annotated
by the senior examining team prior to each standardising meeting.
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Studying Written Language (Reading): the marking process

The first stage in the assessment of an individual response begins with the examiner highlighting what,
within an answer, is creditworthy by:

e underlining and ticking valid points and relevant material,

e writing positive, brief, marginal comments — taken from the descriptors for the Competence Levels.

At the conclusion of the response, the examiner is required to select and write down the two/three
phrases from the Competence Level descriptors that best summarise the candidate’s achievement.

The process of selecting and noting these comments has the effect of assisting the marker to assess
which level best matches the candidate’s achievement.

Once selected, the extent to which a candidate has met the requirements of that particular Competence
Level will determine the point that has been reached within the mark range for that level — top, middle or
bottom.

The final element of the process is then to write down the mark to be awarded.

The required style of marking will be evident from the pre-marked exemplar scripts that will be
distributed to all examiners at every standardising meeting. These will have been marked and annotated

by the senior examining team prior to each standardising meeting.

These procedures, which have been summarised above, are described in detail overleaf.
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Section A: Personal Writing

The Assessment Objectives

(i) Write to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, using and adapting forms and
selecting vocabulary appropriate to task and purpose in ways that engage the reader.

(ii) Organise information and ideas into structured and sequenced sentences, paragraphs and whole
texts, using a variety of linguistic and structural features to support cohesion and coherence.

(iii) Use a range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate punctuation and
spelling.

All are being assessed.

The examiner will be required to make two distinct assessments: one for Writing (i) and (ii) and a
second assessment for Writing (iii).

The two required assessments

1. The following style of marking and annotation is to be used:

e each response will be assessed on the basis of a single reading

e use brief affirmative comments in the margins to highlight positive achievement, for example —
“Simple dev.”, “Broad sense purpose” or “Incr. fluent”

e use underlining and ticking to point out creditworthy material

e circle individual spelling errors — circle the same error only once

e use continuous wavy underlining to highlight failings in grammar and syntax

e one-off errors in punctuation should be noted by writing “p” in the margin

e consistent omissions or errors in punctuation should be signalled by writing “p” in the margin,
using arrows to highlight the extent of the problem

e failings in paragraphing should be flagged up by writing “para” in the margin

2. At the end of the response, using the descriptors from the Competence Levels for Writing (i) and
(ii) as sources, summarise briefly (in two/three phrases) the most significant, positive features
of the response. Only use snippets from the descriptors for these summaries. This process of
summarising achievement is very important because in making this assessment it becomes clear
as to where exactly the answer sits within the Competence Levels.

7329.01 4
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3.  Write down the Competence Level from Writing (i) and (ii) that comes closest to encapsulating the
overall achievement.

4. Finally, decide upon a mark by assessing the extent to which a candidate has met all of the
requirements of the particular Competence Level. This will determine the point that has been
reached within each — at the top, in the middle or at the lower end of the mark range. Write this
mark down.

For example, a response that is judged to be mainly CL 3 in terms of development and sense
of audience but is more CL 2 in relation to style, could be summarised as follows:

(i) and (ii)

Delib dev cL3 10
Overall sense purpose

Elem style

5. In order to assess Writing (iii), the same process (steps 2—4 above) is used to make the second
assessment only using the Competence Levels that relate to the Writing (iii).

For example, for a response that is judged to be mainly CL 3 in terms of sentence structuring
and punctuation but is more CL 2 in relation to spelling, the following would offer an adequate
summary:

(iii)
Controlled s/f sentences
. CL3 5
Gen secure basic punct
Basic voc sp acc
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Section B: Studying Written Language (Reading)
The Assessment Objectives

(i) Read and understand texts, selecting material appropriate to purpose, collating from different
sources and making comparisons and cross references as appropriate.

(ii) Develop and sustain interpretations of writers’ ideas and perspectives.

(iii) Explain and evaluate how writers use linguistic, grammatical, structural and presentational features
to engage and influence the reader.

The two tasks and how they meet specific elements of the Assessment Objectives:

Task 2 (i): selecting material appropriate to purpose/collating & making c-refs
(ii): dev. and sustain interpretations
(iii): explaining and evaluating how a writer uses linguistic, grammatical and structural devices
to achieve effects

Task 3 (i): selecting material appropriate to purpose/collating & making c-refs
(ii): dev. and sustain interpretations
(iii): explaining and evaluating how structural and presentational features achieve effects and
engage and influence the reader

The Assistant Examiner will be required to make one assessment in respect of each of the two tasks.

The required process of assessment
1. The following style of marking and annotation is to be used:

e each response will be assessed on the basis of a single reading

e in the margins use brief affirmative comments to highlight positive achievement, for example —
‘reports”, “an understanding” or “purp explan”

e use underlining and ticking to point out creditworthy material and highlight significant strengths
in an answer

e ignore all errors in punctuation, syntax and spelling as they are not being assessed

2. At the end of the response, using the descriptors from the Competence Levels as a source,
summarise briefly (in two/three phrases) the most significant, positive features of the response.

Only use snippets from these descriptors for this summary.

3. On the principle of “best fit", select and write down the Competence Level that best encapsulates
the overall achievement of the response.

7329.01 8
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4. The final stage in the process is to decide upon a mark by assessing the extent to which a
candidate has met all of the requirements of that particular level. This will determine the point that
has been reached within it — at the top, in the middle or at the lower end of the mark range. Write
this mark down.

For example, a response to Task 2 that is CL2 could be summarised as follows:

S'f comment
Some approp C and C cLz 6

7329.01 9



www.xtrapapers.com

$924N0S Yjoq WOl} 90UapiAd Jo Bunysesyuod
pue Butedwod jo asn ajelndoidde Ajurew °

JUBWIAYOXS JO
asuss e a)esauab 0} pasn uaaq aAey S}08Yd 8say}
moy jo uonjeue|jdxa [njasodind e jo asuas awos °
S]08Y8 JIay} SA8IYOE SBJIABP
onsinbul] 8y} Moy JO UOI}eIdpPISUOD ||[EJOAO BWOS @
:Aq pasusjoriey)
(IS1I-[11D) € 12A87 @2uajadwon

Bunsesuod pue Buedwos
piemiopybieuys jo asn ajeridosdde awos °

juswwod pasemiopybiesys Aq papoddns aq |im
yolym Jo awos ‘sajdwexa Jo salas e 0} a0UaI9)al °
JUBWS}IOXd
ajesauab o) pakojdwa usaq aney sjoays onsinbul|
9say} Jo sawos moy jo Buipuejsiopunue e
:Aq pasusjoeiey)
(lo11-[9]) z 19A87 BdUB)RdWOD

JUBWAYIOXa JO asuas e Buioiojuial Jo asodind
a9y} 0} sojdwexa ay} Jo Bunjui| jesausb Aiaa e °

sa|dwexa SNOIACO M3} B 0} 90UDIDR) @
Ajaanisod pasn

usaq sey abenbue| moy Jo asuas diseq dWOS o

:Aq pesLsjoeiey)

(IS1-[1D) 1 19A27 @2U8jadwWwo

asuodsas Aypomjipaio ou @
:Aq pastuejoriey)
([o]) 0 19A@7 @2udjadwon

‘sasuodsau 119y} ul aAdIYyoe
0} pajoadxe aq Aew sajepipued jey} asueurniopad jo
piepuejs ayj} Buiuino sio0ydiiosap [9Aa] 9sudjadwon

uoI}08S B YoNs aAeY JOU Sa0p Juelsissy s, alidwep ay, ;Wi 8y} puokaq juswuieusjus

Jayuny jo suoneyoadxa usjybiay 0} )yead Yesaus, swAyl sasn gAQ ,UOO\ MBN, 8y} JO UOI08s Ssainjea eix3, ay}
.NOA Jeau sauas 1ybijim] ay) J8A09sI(,, :SH00] JO SBlIaS

wbimy 8y jo Buiseyaind ay; sejowoud ,UOOI\ MBN, JO JOAOI YOO Y} UO Y00 8y} Jo abewl ay) Japun adualajal ay)
,Saues ybijim] 8y} 18A09SIQ, — UOO|N MBN, :,SO8S

)00q Bul||9s-1s8q 8y} Uo paseq, - JUBlSISSY s,alidweA ay], :$}00q [eulblio 8y} 0} saouaiajal [euoljowold ayew yjoq
2ainuedap

1dnige ay; Aq pajejsensp, Wil 8y} JO ainjeu djewelp ay} suleisns pue sdojonsap A[JualsISUOD UOO\ MBN, Sealaym ‘)i
0] apis paueay-1ybi e sey wiy siy} 1eyy bunsabbns uny, se wjiy 8y} saquosap juelsissy s,alidwep ay], Jo sisdouAs ayy
wiy

8y} Ul SJUSAS JO uin} dljewelp e s| a1ay) 1ey) sysebbns Ajusppng, gJaape ay) Jo asn ay} osje /. dn-mojjo} Buipuigjieds
e, - saAndalpe |npamod J,uouswouayd 8210 xog |euoneusdlul, - ajogqladAy :senbiuyos) abenbue| aaisensiad jo
AjoueA e sasn os|e ,uooj\ MaN, Jo sisdouAs ayy Alejwis : a1qissod ybnouyy Jans, - ajoqiadAy /jaaneulbew), —
saAijeadns /,plaom ajgejoipaidun yuep, - saAoalpe |nuamod /aiidwea snousisAw 8y} pue syeal) poojsiapunsiw
‘sainiealo |esibew yum pajiy, - Uuonelsall|ie /pPJOM IS4l U} YIM Wiy 8y} JO PLIOM 8Y} 0} Ul 8dUBIpNE 8y} SSYIAUI
BWODI9\N, - SSaJppe 10a1Ip :sanbiuyos) abenbue| anisensiad Jo AjaLeA e sasn sisdouAs Juelsissy saiidwep ayl,
.'sewauld ul asdipa ebes ybiim| ayy, - sales e Jo auo SI Wiy Sy} ey} 1oe} ay) sasiseydwa U0\ MBN,

seaJaym ‘wjy ay} ajowoud 0} Jnowny sasn jepowwi uo Buiob useixis s,ay ‘ualieq 189\, — Juelsissy s,alidwep ay],
AKoauinol [njesuadsns ‘paoed-isey, - Juelsissy s,aidwep ayyl, /,9suadsns pue uoloe

‘uoissed ay} Jo aiow, - UOOJ\ MBN, :SWjl 8y} JO ainjeu onewelp ay} aquosap 0} SgAd Yiog ul pasn si Aiejnqedoa
Jejwig ‘sieAnq |enusiod Jo ayadde ay) 1oym 0} ainow 8y} Jo sisdouAs e Juasaid 0] JoA0D yoeq ayl asn sgAd Yioq
BAeulbews,/ Buluiensjus Ajjejol, - Juejsissy

s,aidwep ayy, : Bupelyiealg, /.qladng, - ,uoopy MaN, :sasodind jeuonnowoud 1o} abenbue| aanepadns ainjes) yioq
.2be Jo sawod ebes jybim] ayy “"qiadng, yum spes| ,Uoo\ MaN, pue Buluieusijus

Ajje10} pue [eulbuo ‘1aAg|D), - JueisIsSSy Salidwe 8y, (SO0 Wol SMalnal Bulieyel) ainyea) swily yjoq 4o} sauibel ayy

:apensiad 0} pasn aue saselyd pue spiom MoH

‘sjuawwiod/suonsabbns pijea aayjo Aue Ajnj jipaio
*sasuodsau 119y} ul
apnjoul 0} pajoadxa aq Aew sjana 9suajadwo) [je Je sajepipued jey} jelrdjew ay} Buiuijyno jsipoaya aoads ysel

"JUBLUBABIYOE S, 8)]EpIPUERD 8U) S}08|ial Jey) dJew e aulwis}ap 0] JapJo ul (siojduosep apelB wol) umelp) sjeae] eousjadwo) INoy ay)
1suiebe passasse usy) S| 8ouew.Iouad ||BISA0 8Y | ‘S}I9))d SABIYIR 0} SadIAP 213sInBull sasn 19)um e moy ulejdxa jey} suoljejaidiajul uiesns pue dojaasp
0} 92UBPIAD PBJEN|BAS pUR Pa)IS|OS SBY 9)JEPIPUBD B UDIYM O] JUS)Xe 8y} UIBLSOSE 0] 1SI¥08yo ol1oads uonsanb ay) asn :sytew o0} ybnouayy pasay SOV @y} MOH

s)Jew G| "xXep

Wiy yoes ayowolud o) pasn abenbue| ay} /sbuipeay-gns pue sbuipeay ‘sap ay) :ul saseayd
pue SpIOM JO asn Sy} UO Juswwo) swiy Buluieusjua pue onewelp ale asay] 1ey) NoA apensiad 0} S19A00 AQ YIoq ul pasn s| abenbBue] moy jsesjuod pue atedwon

Aj@3ewnxosdde sajnujw gz :awi asuodsay

abenbue] — g ysel

10

7329.01



www.xtrapapers.com

$924N0S Y}Oq WOoJ} 90UBPIAS JO Bulysesjuod
pue Bupiedwod jo asn ajeridosdde Ajulew o
Japeas sy} asuan|jul pue abebus
AjaAnisod 0] pasn usaq aAeY SaIASp 9S8y} Moy
Jo uoneue|dxa |njosodind e jo asuas sawos o
S]08Yo J18Y} SA8IYOE SOIASP [euoljeuasald
3y} MOY JO UOIJBI9PISUOI ||EIOAO SWOS @
:Aq pasusjoeiey)
([6]-[2]) € 19A®7 @2udjedwon

|1oA9] plemiojybies;s e je Bulsesyuod
pue Buniedwod jo asn ajeudoisdde swos e
jJuswwod
piemioybienys Aq pauoddns aq [Im yoiym
JO awos ‘sajdwiexa Jo saLIds e 0] doUSISI @
Juswia)oxs ajelouab saolinap |euonejuasald
9S9yj} JO BWOS Moy Jo Bulpuejsiapun ue e
:Aq pasusjoeieyn
([9]-[¥]1) Z 19A27 @2ud)edwon

asod.ind J1ay} 01 sa2IAep

asay) Jo sa|dwexa ay} jo Bupjui| jesauab Aisne e
salnjes} |euolejuasald sholAqo

1sow ay) jo Bulquosap/buipiodal sawos e
S92IASp [euoljeuasald

10 apew udaq sey asn jey) uoniubooas oiseqe e

:Aq pasusjoeiey)

([e]-[11) 1 19A07 @doUsjadwWo)

asuodsas Ayuomypaio ou e
:Aq pasuejoeiey)
([o]) 0 19n@7 @2usd)adwon

‘sasuodsal 119y} ul aAalyoe o} pajoadxa
9q Aew sajepipued jey} aouewlopiad jo piepuels
a9y} Buluippno si0ydiiosap |aAa] aouajadwon

S9SSaIppe 9}ISgam pausploquwid Ji1sy} ybnouyy pajowoid Os[e aie swijl Ylog SISA0D Joeq ayj uo e
. UOO|\ map, Jo} abew 1oA00 ay} Jo asudal e pue Jueisissy
s,asdwen ayg, ul Jejs ay} Jo Joys peay e pue ajy} ay) buunies; ‘inoAe| ul sejiuis Aiana ale sgAQ Yloq jo auids ayl e
Jilenowwi uo Buiob usaxis s,ay ‘ualieq 199\, :poojq JO Japeal ay} Buipuiwal
8IoW 82UO paJ Ul UslUM JBA0D Xoeq ay) uo auljbe) e sey Juelsissy saidwep ay], Jaseyoind jenualod ay) 1dws)
0] paubisap sainies) BJjx8 UO UOI}DAS B Sey ,UOO|\ MaN, 1xa} jo ydesBeled e ainjes} yjog ‘jeadde Jiay) adueyus
0] sWwji} 8y} wody sabewl Jajjews JO pueq e ‘Sapod Jeq JaA0D Yoeq 8y} J0} Sjew.loy} Jejiwis A1IaA mojjof sqAQ Yl e
Bunjeyyieaig,/abe jo sswoo ebes ybim] sy} - -qiadng,/buluieusius
Alje1o} pue [euibuo ‘1aas|), :suonisod juauiwoid ul pajonb smainal 8|geinoAe) wolj seselyd asn SISA00 UYjoq e
aJuab andwen sy} sedlojuial siana) [eyded pal yum a)iym Ui Juoj o1yjob ‘onewelp sy}
Juesissy saqidwep ay], ul ‘9jA1s pue 1nojod yjoq ul jybijuoow jo aAnsabbns si UOO MaN, :aJaydsowie ajeald 0}
$9JA1s JUOy BAIOUNSIP 8Sh ylog "SAAQ UI0g UO SISA0D JUOJ} 8U} JO WOROQ By} SSOIOE pauoze|quio ale Sajji} Wiy dy}y e
:3noAe| ayg
Juejsissy s,alidwep
ay], ui usjeainba ou si 818y} — wijy 8y} ayowold 0} 818y} 8Je UOOJ\ MBN, JO JBAOD YOBq 8y} UO SJBIS BAl} 8yl e
anbLyul onuewol }3sabbns
sabewi ,uoop MaN, 8y} seasaym ‘sway} asdwen ay) Bunosjjal sjoys swn-jybiu aie Juelsissy s,aiidwey ay], Woiy
sydeibojoyd ay} ||y "Wy yoea wolj SJoYs UOoNOe Sk [[9M Se SIajoeleyd uiew ay} Jo swos moys sojoyd ayj wiy
yoea ul 10adxa 0} 1eym jo asdwib e aAIb S19A00 ¥oeq pue juold) 8y} yjoq uo gAg yoes wouy sydesbojoyd uonoe e
onewelp AJaA Jnqg pajwi| SI ,UOO\ MBN, Ul asn s} ‘sainjoid jo dijo e 1o} punouns
e se pue sbuipeay ay} ul 1xa} 8y} Ul pasn si JI a1aym Juelsissy s, aiidwep 8y, ul jusuiwold AJaA si )l ajiym pue
SJOA0D Yloq Ul saines} )| -away) ajdwea ay) yum Buoje Jebuep Jo asuas a8y} sadJojulal OS|e pal JNojod 8y} e
away) asdwena Buoeusw
8y} YlM yojew yoIym SISA0D Ylog UO SINOJ0I }Jep 8y} JO 8Sn 8y} YIM padiojulal si wiy jo adAy syy ul Ajuejuis syl e
.Mmoysapis Buljanely, ay} sisjus ay se wiy jnoge
Bupjoo| Jayoelieyo |esjuad BunoA ay} smoys juessissy salidwep ay|, seasaym ajbuel) 9A0| JJUBWOI B UO SBSNJ0)
,UOOI\ MBN, :SW|l} Y} JO Yoea JO ainjeu ayj Joajyal Jey} sabewl |enuad Buosls punole }jing ale SI9A0D Juol) Yyloq e

:11nojo2 pue sabewl] jJo asn ay]
‘sjuswwiod/suolysabbns pijea sayjo Aue A||n} Jipain

‘sasuodsau 119y} ui apnjoul
0} pajoadxs aq Aew s|aAdT] asuajadwo) [je Je sajepipued jey) jeuajew ayj Buluino jsipjoays sy1oads yse]

"JUBWIBABIYOE S,8)epIpUBD 8U) S}08|jal Jey) YJew e auiwlislep 0} Joplo ul (sioyduiossp apelb wody
umelp) sjene eousiadwo) Jnoj 8y} Jsuiebe passesse Usy) SI 8ouelLIouad [[eJen0 8y “1apeal 8y} asuanjjul pue abebua 0} S}oayd aAdIYOe SadIAP [euoljejuasald pue [einjoniys
Moy ujejdxa 0} 80USPIAS pajen|eAad pue pajoaas Sey S)epIpued B YdIym 0} JUSIXa 8U) Ulepasose 0} I1sIpoayo oloads uonsanb ay) asn :sydew 0} Ybnoly} pasy SOV 9y} MOH

s)dew g "Xep

"JnoAe| 8y} /INoj0o pue sabewl Jo asn
8y} :Uo JusWwwWod asuodsal InoA u| ‘aouaipne Jiay} 0} bulleadde swijly 8y} 8ew 0} S1I9A00 QAQ YIoq Ul pash ale sadlAap |euoljejuasald moy jsesjuod pue asedwod

*xoudde sajnuiw g 8w asuodsay

S92IA9( |euoneluasald — ¢ Yysel

1"

7329.01



