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Section A

Answer all questions

1	 Name the elected House of the UK Parliament.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

2	 Give one form of coercion the state may use to maintain order.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

3	 In the “separation of powers”, name one branch of government that  
is separated.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

4	 What is the term for the parties that are not in government?

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

5	 In elections, what does the term PR stand for?

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]
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6	 What does the term MLA stand for?

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

7	 What name is given to describe the geographical area an MP represents?

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

8	 Give one type of action an individual citizen can take to achieve their 
political aims.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

9	 From the following list, choose one area the Northern Ireland Assembly 
does not have responsibility for:

	 Education, Housing, Health, Foreign Policy.

____________________________________________________________  [2]

10	 Give one argument for holding a referendum.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [2]
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11	 Identify one role of the media in a democratic society.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [2]

12	 Identify one purpose of Question Time in the UK Parliament.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [2]

13	 In the grid below match the correct term to its definition.	 [4]

Outsider group Insider group Cause group Sectional group

A group with open membership that 
promotes or highlights a certain 
issue or concern.

A group that aims to influence the 
government but has limited access 
to it.

A group that the government 
often turns to for advice when 
making laws.

A group that campaigns for the 
benefit of its own members.
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14	 Read the statements below. Tick [3] the correct box to show if the 
statements are left wing or right wing opinions.	  [4]

	 Left	 Right
	 wing	 wing

The wealthy should pay higher taxes so that the welfare 
system can be maintained.	

	

Immigration should be restricted as it is a drain 
on society.	

	

Taxes should be kept as low as possible so people  
can choose how they spend their earnings.	

	

Major industries should be owned by the state.	
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Section B

Answer all questions

Read Source A and answer the questions that follow.

Source A:

In January 2017 100 000 people took part in the Women’s March in London 
to protest against a planned state visit to the UK by US President Donald 
Trump. The march was part of a wider international day of protest and was 
regarded as a great success by the organisers. In October 2017 the UK 
government announced that although the visit would go ahead it was being 
downgraded from a full state visit.

15	 Using Source A and your own knowledge, describe the arguments in 
favour of using demonstrations and protests as a way of achieving  
political aims.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [5]
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16	 Explain why protests and demonstrations are banned in some societies.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [6]
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Read Source B and answer the question that follows.

Source B:

The best way to increase political participation among the young and the 
unemployed is to make voting compulsory. It is currently compulsory to vote 
in a quarter of the world’s democracies, including Australia. Failure to vote is 
often penalised by means of small fines. This may account for why over 90% 
of the population has turned out to vote in every Australian election since it 
was introduced.

17	 Using Source B and your own knowledge, explain the arguments in favour 
of making voting compulsory.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [6]
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Read Source C and answer the question that follows.

Source C:

If the same parties are always getting elected, this can discourage voting as 
the electorate feel there is no point as their vote won’t count. Some electoral 
systems are better at encouraging voters to use their vote than others.
However, there are many factors that can influence voter turnout.

18	 Using Source C and your own knowledge, explain the factors that may 
influence voter turnout.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [8]
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Section C

Answer all questions

19	 “The media has too much influence over the outcomes of elections and 
referendums.” Make a case in support of this statement.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  [10]
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20	 Evaluate the following statement: “The Conservative Party and Labour 
Party have very different policies.”

	 In your answer you should include both differences and similarities 
between the parties.

	
	 You may wish to refer to a range of policy areas such as:

	 •	 the economy
	 •	 education
	 •	 immigration. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  [16]

THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER
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