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No part of this product may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic 
or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, 
without written permission from the IB.

Additionally, the license tied with this product prohibits commercial use of 
any selected files or extracts from this product. Use by third parties, 
including but not limited to publishers, private teachers, tutoring or study 
services, preparatory schools, vendors operating curriculum mapping 
services or teacher resource digital platforms and app developers, is not 
permitted and is subject to the IB’s prior written consent via a license. More 
information on how to request a license can be obtained from http://
www.ibo.org/contact-the-ib/media-inquiries/for-publishers/guidance-for-
third-party-publishers-and-providers/how-to-apply-for-a-license.

Aucune partie de ce produit ne peut être reproduite sous quelque forme ni 
par quelque moyen que ce soit, électronique ou mécanique, y compris des 
systèmes de stockage et de récupération d’informations, sans l’autorisation 
écrite de l’IB.

De plus, la licence associée à ce produit interdit toute utilisation 
commerciale de tout fichier ou extrait sélectionné dans ce produit. 
L’utilisation par des tiers, y compris, sans toutefois s’y limiter, des éditeurs, 
des professeurs particuliers, des services de tutorat ou d’aide aux études, 
des établissements de préparation à l’enseignement supérieur, des 
fournisseurs de services de planification des programmes d’études, des 
gestionnaires de plateformes pédagogiques en ligne, et des développeurs 
d’applications, n’est pas autorisée et est soumise au consentement écrit 
préalable de l’IB par l’intermédiaire d’une licence. Pour plus d’informations 
sur la procédure à suivre pour demander une licence, rendez-vous à 
l’adresse http://www.ibo.org/fr/contact-the-ib/media-inquiries/for-publishers/
guidance-for-third-party-publishers-and-providers/how-to-apply-for-a-
license.

No se podrá reproducir ninguna parte de este producto de ninguna forma ni 
por ningún medio electrónico o mecánico, incluidos los sistemas de 
almacenamiento y recuperación de información, sin que medie la 
autorización escrita del IB.

Además, la licencia vinculada a este producto prohíbe el uso con fines 
comerciales de todo archivo o fragmento seleccionado de este producto. El 
uso por parte de terceros —lo que incluye, a título enunciativo, editoriales, 
profesores particulares, servicios de apoyo académico o ayuda para el 
estudio, colegios preparatorios, desarrolladores de aplicaciones y 
entidades que presten servicios de planificación curricular u ofrezcan 
recursos para docentes mediante plataformas digitales— no está permitido 
y estará sujeto al otorgamiento previo de una licencia escrita por parte del 
IB. En este enlace encontrará más información sobre cómo solicitar una 
licencia: http://www.ibo.org/es/contact-the-ib/media-inquiries/for-publishers/
guidance-for-third-party-publishers-and-providers/how-to-apply-for-a-
license.
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Unit 2 Human rights 

Bulleted lists in this markscheme indicate likely points that candidates may include in their answer: they 
are not exhaustive, and examiners should credit other valid points not listed. 

Nature and evolution of human rights: Developments in human rights over time and space 

1. Identify what Source A says about the nature of human rights. [3] 

Answers may include the following:

• The cartoon shows that migrant Roma are seeking support using rights upheld by an

intergovernmental organization (IGO), namely the EU.

• The cartoon shows that human rights laws should be applicable to all, but in fact rights are

not always applied or protected equally.

• The cartoon shows that that human rights can be contested or resisted by a state and

illustrates the “expulsion” of people.

• The cartoon shows a tension between the rights upheld by the EU and those actually

guaranteed by the (French) state.

• The cartoon shows that political polls can potentially influence a government to deny

human rights.

Award [1] for each relevant point up to a maximum of [3]. Other relevant points not listed can 

also be rewarded. 
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2. With explicit reference to Source B and to one example you have studied, suggest
why free movement of people is viewed as important. [4] 

Answers may include, but are not limited to: 

• Source B frames free movement as a human right, which enables people to live, travel

and migrate freely.

• Source B illustrates that free movement of people is associated with greater mixing of

people, and with tolerance and the promotion of peace.

• Source B shows that free movement in Europe has been regarded as an important

economic right to promote economic growth.

• Source B shows that movement of people in Europe is also an important political right

which may not be dependent on capacity to work.

• Freedom of movement may be associated with the need to flee to a state and seek

asylum which is also increasingly important in many unstable countries and regions.

Valid examples from own knowledge may include, but are not limited to: 

• The importance of free movement to people facing persecution within states.

• The importance of free movement in boosting the receiving economy through travel and

tourism, or more generally through the circulation of skilled labour and ideas.

• Freedom of movement within and between states is associated with a globalizing

economy and increasingly complex and interconnected world.

Other relevant points not listed can also be rewarded. Candidates are not expected to make 
four separate points in order to achieve full marks. For each valid point a maximum of [2] 
may be awarded, up to a total of [4]. If there is no reference to another example studied 
award a maximum of [3]. 
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3. Compare the challenges to human rights as described in Source C and Source D. [8] 

Potential points of comparison:

Challenges to rights

• Both sources make reference to fundamental and universal rights being undermined.

• Both sources mention that universal rights are ignored or undermined when it is

convenient to do so to achieve other purposes. This pertains to state and non-state actors

looking to gain power over a population or specific group of people

• Both sources suggest that actors are not applying human rights laws. Source C suggests

that France’s counter-terrorism action might not be rooted in, and comply with

international law including human rights, humanitarian and refugee law. In Source D the

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights is not being applied by Facebook

• Institutions or entities that appear to exist to make people’s lives better (the state, as seen

in Source C, or a social media platform, as seen in Source D) are willingly ignorant of, or

not paying due regard to, human rights conventions. This conflicts with their supposed

purpose of protecting or providing people with improved livelihoods.

Contested rights 

• Both Source C and Source D are comments made by representatives of the United

Nations and draw attention to the undermining of rights. Source C shows that the

enjoyment of fundamental human rights including liberty, privacy, association, movement

and religious freedom are potentially undermined by anti-terror legislation

• Source D also makes the point that the universality of rights is being contested across

much of the world. It is under broad assault from terrorists, authoritarian leaders, and

populists and those who claim to back “traditional values”.

If the view of only one source is discussed award a maximum of [4]. For a response which 
focuses significantly on one source with only minimal reference to the other source, award a 
maximum of [5]. For responses that discuss the sources separately, rather than in a running 
comparison, award a maximum [6]. No marks are to be awarded for points of contrast. 

Award [2] per effective point of comparison up to a maximum of [8]. For an [8] response 
expect detailed comparison but do not expect all of the points above, and allow other valid 
points. 
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4. To what extent do you agree with the claim that conflict poses the greatest threat
to the evolution of rights? Use all the sources and your own knowledge. [10] 

Question 4 is assessed according to the markbands that follow, in conjunction with these
marking notes.

Source material may include, but is not limited to:

Source A

• An increasingly common consequence of conflict is flight of people (ie Syria). Source A

suggests that the EU, of which France is a member state, is not meeting the needs of

migrants and may be ineffective in guaranteeing freedom of movement.

• As a counterclaim Source A makes no reference to conflict, and suggests the Roma

already experience challenges to securing their rights regardless of the context of war or

terror. Roma are not from outside of the EU, but rather are a persecuted minority residing

within the EU.

Source B 

• Source B provides a counterclaim in that conflict might create rights. World War II gave

rise to the concept of free movement and to economic and political rights associated with

European citizenship in order to preserve peace.

• As a further counter point, Source B shows that these rights have continued to evolve

throughout a significant period after this major conflict.

Source C 

• Source C illustrates how major security threats (terrorism) in France are impacting on

existing human rights.

• Source C states the “indisputable necessity of providing security for all citizens”, the

implication is that security concerns can override human rights at times.

• Source C implied that dealing with conflict (counter terrorism) in a state (France) may

negatively impact on the rights of minorities (Muslims).

• Source C shows that major security threats in France are also linked to a wider, ongoing

conflict, namely the “War on Terror”.

• As a counterclaim Source C notes that effective counter-terrorism measures and the

protection of human rights are not conflicting goals and suggests that the state and the

UN are committed to addressing this challenge.

Source D 

• Source D makes reference to conflict in Libya where the UN cannot maintain a presence

and observe or comment on the nature of rights violations. This illustrates how conflict can

severely impact on the most universal of human rights, despite decades of progress.

• Similarly, Source D suggests that the valuable impact of international conflict

(World War II) on the formation of rights is diminishing with time and the very legitimacy

of rights is being questioned.

• In contrast, Source D refers to challenges other than conflict and makes reference to a

basic failure by organisations to communicate rights, thus limiting their future

development.

• Source D also shows that large non-state actors can undermine rights in peacetime.

• As a counterclaim, Source D refers to a range of other actors who can negatively affect

human rights “authoritarian leaders, populists and those who claim to support “traditional

values”.
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Own knowledge may include, but is not limited to: 

• As a counterclaim, states themselves are the greatest threat to rights. They may defy laws

and weaken resolve by other states.

• Answers may refer to the blurred nature of contemporary conflict and terrorism and its

wider societal impact on the upholding of rights – ie populist language by leaders, and a

climate of fear, xenophobia and racism.

• Conflict hinders cooperation and may reduce equitable participation in the development of

laws and rights.

• As a counterclaim – although conflicts are common and expose mankind’s worst

behaviours, specific rights have evolved to prevent such collateral damage to people

ie legislation to protect women from sexual violence or to protect refugees. Human rights

conventions developed in response to conflict themselves limit the effect of conflict on

rights.

If only source material or only own knowledge is used, the response can only be awarded a 
maximum of [6]. To achieve the maximum [10], responses must refer to all four sources.  

Do not expect all of the above, and reward other relevant points not listed. 
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Markbands for question 4 

Marks Level descriptor 

0 • The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1–2 

• There is little relevant knowledge and a very limited awareness of the
demands of the question.

• There is little or no attempt to synthesise own knowledge and source
material.

• Responses at this level are often largely descriptive and contain
unsupported generalizations.

3–4 

• There is limited awareness of the demands of the question or the question is
only partially addressed.

• There is some knowledge demonstrated, but this is not always relevant or
accurate, and may not be used appropriately or effectively.

• Responses at this level are often more descriptive than evaluative.

5–6 

• Answers show some awareness of the demands of the question.

• Knowledge is mostly accurate and relevant, and there is some limited
synthesis of own knowledge and source material.

• Counterclaims are implicitly identified but are not explored.

7–8 

• Answers are focused and show good awareness of the demands of the
question.

• Relevant and accurate knowledge is demonstrated, there is some synthesis
of own knowledge and source material, and appropriate examples are used.

• The response contains claims and counter claims.

9–10 

• Answers are clearly focused and show a high degree of awareness of the
demands of the question.

• Relevant and accurate knowledge is demonstrated, there is effective
synthesis of own knowledge and source material, and appropriate examples
are used.

• The response contains clear evaluation, with well-balanced claims and
counter claims.
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