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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations.  They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.  The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper 22 series overview 
Candidates had a detailed knowledge of individual visual and material sources and scores for AO1 were 
generally strong.  There were hardly any very weak responses.  However, it was felt that drawing these 
sources together into coherent arguments was not always equally successful.  Several responses, with 
careful planning, might have produced more critical analysis and evaluation presented in a clear, concise 
and logical manner. 

 

Textbook 

Inevitably much detail offered was based on the Bloomsbury supporting textbook, with some candidates 
quoting verbatim sections from it.  Whereas candidates held a great deal of knowledge, this sometimes 
meant a rigid approach to responses and in a few responses an unwillingness to challenge opinions.  
There was a feeling too that, for a very few, knowledge of literary sources was derived from here.  
Without the study of the literary source booklet from the OCR website, candidates may limit the range of 
references they can offer in essays. 

 

Understanding of social historical and cultural context  

Examiners felt that candidates needed a firmer understanding of the context of the sources.  For 
example, many candidates did not know when Suetonius was writing.  Candidates are advised to 
develop an understanding of social historical and cultural context of sources in order to select suitable 
material for future responses.  

 

Scholars  

Many relied, understandably, on the scholars quoted in the textbook.  However, it was refreshing to see 
references to podcasts and lectures which had obviously enriched the study of candidates.  As stated at 
the beginning of Section B, reference to secondary sources, scholars and/or academic works was 
expected however when marking these questions it was agreed that the first bullet point in the AO2 
marking grid (i.e. the quality of the response overall) would determine which level the answer received.  
Examiners would then use the second bullet point, which contains reference to scholars, secondary 
sources and/or academic works, and the quality of extended response statement to determine where in 
the level the mark should be awarded.   
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Section A  

Question 1 

Those candidates who understood the statue to commemorate the return of the Parthian standards 
referred to this either by date or phrases such as “in the year of the return of the Parthian standards”.  
This is worthy of credit as it shows knowledge of context.  Some candidates believed that this statue was 
to commemorate the apotheosis of Augustus “in the year of his death” or “after his death” or again a date 
was offered.  All such responses received due credit.  Lack of understanding of context was indicated by 
candidates citing 256 BC or AD 300. 

  

www.xtrapapers.com



A Level Classical Civilisation - H408/22 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

 6 © OCR 2019 

Question 2 

Almost all candidates identified the material as marble.  Credit was also given for bronze based on 
knowledge of the original statue. 

Question 3 

This is where reliance on the textbook led to too many candidates dismissing the idea of a man of peace 
in a sentence to base the rest of the response on a strong military commander.  Again, examiners gave 
credit to the many interpretations of this statue.  Most candidates referred to the return of the Parthian 
standards and various related interpretations on the breastplate.  For other candidates, the breastplate 
signified Augustus’ achievements after death, himself collecting the standards and leaving the whole 
empire at peace signified by the sky spreading his cloak over the empire.  Centres should be reassured 
that a range of possible interpretations were and will be given due credit.  What is most important is the 
engagement of candidates with the sources. 

Better responses looked at the statue as a whole, going beyond discussion of the breastplate.  In 
addition, such responses discussed both sides of the argument.  For the best responses, candidates 
should be prepared to challenge statements and argue for and against opinions. 

 

Question 4 
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Given the number of consulships held by Augustus a surprising number did not know what a consul was. 

 

Teaching idea When reading through prescribed literary sources candidates might be 
encouraged to make notes on technical terms and references. This could 
also form a preparatory task as independent study. 

Question 5 
Again, context was key and would have bearing on the summative question at the end of the section. 
Some concerns were raised about this question.  Many candidates in fact offered a date, but credit was 
given, as the Mark Scheme always states, for other legitimate responses, as detailed in Exemplar 1.  
The specification requires candidates to have knowledge of the context in which material was produced.  
In this case candidates needed to appreciate that Suetonius was writing after the death of Augustus.  A 
general timeframe or date might be appropriate to understanding any such context.  This could be 
important in the selection of relevant material for future questions.  

Exemplar 1 

 

Question 6 

Unlike similar questions at AS Level, this question type is not marked on a points basis and is marked 
using the specification marking grid.  For the top level a detailed response, based on a wide range of 
examples, was expected.  Continuous prose is required rather than bullet points, which limited some 
candidates’ arguments. 
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Question 7 

This question type is the overarching question which is designed to make connections and comparisons.  
A suitable introduction would be for candidates to show appreciation of when Suetonius was writing, 
prompted by the short question earlier.  Suetonius was not writing when Augustus was alive which was 
not understood by all candidates.  Candidates then went on to discuss what they felt were the positive 
impressions, developing the argument beyond Source B, and negative impressions given elsewhere in 
Suetonius.  

“beyond his lifetime” allowed for interpretations of visual material such as the Prima Porta to be used 
from its obvious way of surviving to this day to being just post Augustus.  Plenty of material was offered 
from poets to coins and various examples of his building programme and the Sebasteion.  These all 
represent legitimate examples when used in supporting relevant arguments.  

Better responses were more sophisticated in discussing different interpretations of “beyond his lifetime”. 

 

 

Misconception Several candidates assumed Suetonius was a poet, presumably from the 
reference to Kline’s website from where the prose translation has been 
taken. 

 

Exemplar 2 
 

 

As demonstrated by Exemplar 2, a few lines of introduction is useful to show understanding of context 
from the start.  This response has made reference to when Suetonius was writing before getting on with 
discussing Source B.  Tackling all the short questions at once can miss a train of argument which can be 
used in the final question of this section. 
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Section B  

Question 8 

Having studied various aspects of Augustus’ principate, candidates were invited to discuss what insight 
they had gained regarding Augustus role as a religious leader.  Credit was also given for discussion of 
Augustus’ moral policy as it was felt that these were issues and values which candidates would find 
relevant.  As stated in the overview, a wide range of both visual and literary sources were used which 
included: Res Gestae, Temple of Mars Ultor, Propertius 4.6, coins.  Better responses kept to the 
assessment of ‘effective’. 

 

Exemplar 3 
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Despite some shortcomings in expression and written communication this response gives a reason as to 
why Augustus wanted to portray himself as an effective leader.  It also offers support from a source, with 
suitable detail and links this back to the question.  The analysis of the coin goes further agreeing with 
Jones  (Augustus: A M H Jones) that this was part of Augustus’ careful planning.  It is good to see 
candidates agreeing or disagreeing with scholars rather than just adding quotations. 

 

Question 9 

The quotation produced some strong introductions such as “it was in no way the only method he used to 
achieve this”.  Most candidates were aware of his use of the imperial family in ‘spinning’ his public image 
and examples such as the coin of Gaius and Lucius and the Head of Livia were the most popular 
examples offered. 

Exemplar 4 is to be commended.  This extract from the longer response covers Augustus’ early 
propaganda.  The response takes the reference to the Head of Livia further than the hairstyle of the 
Roman matron and fully appreciates the context of the head “to top it off” being made of Egyptian 
basanite “to spite Cleopatra”.  Whether Augustus’ intended this we can never know but the candidate 
has clearly engaged with the question offering a personal response to the material they have studied in 
the true spirit of Classical Civilisation. 

Exemplar 4 
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Copyright information 
Section A, Source A 

© Till Niermann – Reproduced under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 
Unported Licence. 

Section A, Source B – https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/390517-prescribed-literary-sources-for-imperial-
image.pdf Translated by © Poetry in Translation https://www.poetryintranslation.com  
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level 
and Cambridge Nationals. 

It allows you to:

• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level*

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

• identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

• help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/ 

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website. 
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OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The 
Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA. Registered 
company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Support Centre

OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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