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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the exam paper can be
downloaded from OCR.

We’re here to support you.

If you have any questions or feedback about this exam series or the qualification more generally, then
please get in touch with our subject support co-ordinator, Phoebe Davis, at law@ocr.org.uk.
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Paper 1 series overview

This paper covered a broad area of the specification, giving candidates the opportunity to demonstrate
their knowledge on all aspects of the non-fatal offences. Question 1 and Question 5 both looked at basic
principles covered in the AS specification and required candidates to think a little more carefully because
of the generic nature of these questions. This was particularly useful as a means of differentiating
between candidates, as, particularly with Question 1, it is less likely they would have pre-prepared a
response although they should have known all the necessary information to provide a detailed response.
There was greater parity between Section A and Section B this session, indicating that centres gave the
same amount of attention to both. Candidates used the command words from the questions and formed
conclusions, which was an improvement on last year.
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Section A

Question 1

1  Explain the differences between civil and criminal law. [10]

A straightforward question but generally not well answered, with few responses moving beyond Level
2. The best responses made clear comparisons, although in simple form — liable/guilty, beyond
reasonable doubt/balance of probability. Many responses followed a formula of describing civil then
describing criminal. Some candidates spent time explaining the three tracks, categories of offences
with examples of each and giving detailed explanations of alternative dispute resolution. Others
demonstrated little understanding of both civil and criminal law.

Question 2

2 Describe the roles of superior and inferior judges in civil cases. [10]

Another straightforward question. Higher ability candidates focused on the question and were able to
give a detailed account of the role of both superior and inferior judges. Lower ability candidates did not
identify the ‘role’ in the question and often stated the name of individual judges and the courts they sat
in. Factual information was limited to that they decide verdicts and hear appeals. This was often linked
to their role in criminal cases, however, the question specifically asked for the role in civil cases. Some
candidates were aware that there are two different types of judges and that they sit in different courts
but, concentrated on appeals rather than giving detail of the different roles. As a result, limited credit
was given for those answers.

Question 3

3  Describe how a jury is selected for a criminal trial. [10]

This question produced the strongest responses in Section A. Most candidates were able to identify
the basic qualifications to be selected, the fact that they are summonsed, the disqualifications and the
selection at court for trial. Higher ability students went on to describe the vetting and challenging rules,
as illustrated in Exemplar 1. The best responses also contained information about the Central
Summoning Bureau and the legislation linked to juries. Lower ability candidates focused almost
exclusively on qualifications and/or disqualifications without making any link to how that would affect
selection.
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Exemplar 1

A4 e Crown eoust Thee s g
L oMGiuL  Ytiponsine A Simmonbning eRogn
QOMES ¢ JUrers A6 % Ao CQL&@ YT

ooy aure. eandlomit) - SdeCiedd fram rha____
Qielaoyert TSRy ”W'\-JL Dext. Siage 1y )
J\!M‘Hﬂﬂ cuxci Qk. S Sﬁc:ﬂe,m

DC:»‘(Q!(\HM \Hi ('Hj raurm’% s \’\E\GUJ{LGAC{

ngm b C,m '\‘NL uzt Cmd @.omdl

§ Urars Moy oo \rzﬂed 12 cmc:mer’
|0 R0 (CUG Gty - TNIS can e dofr
AN (O co Nona oK, e are
;Qmuﬂs PAUCD. G For8 IR
RUOSPOCIINL. Oy m Qummm& 'mo'&,sa._.,:,
-am’ub nh%ourmf‘-u LS. evmmpm e RO
caX of AN c&swn COCE 0

| oefenaane (Lt G EoUe @W(Qu X
LTeQ.  o)\open Q. inGsan L mrmiggmn 40
NOK T 1y, W pang G ofor
Cany ieAdicy - X M Spcand. \MCLU STATRN QGkud
oo end . TS oU) MOJRING w».cw’

b&QMOUf\Qk QY\D,CI‘T\JR aif 1‘!/33@ mmr
Tog Ammu Genoral _pupudnicd

%L_ng an— LUV\Q,(\ Wkttcu \rwm &k
1w - AT Nk

fe oW mm be. acm_ tlf\ gw@i@%&m&,ﬂ

R0 m(cwmsfﬁmr T exownld R

| o soned, S CURIEY Llnere  eviclanes tS

UKl 40 BR  dinef ON QONMaLr 6




Www.xtrapapers.com

AS Level Law - H015/01 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

VMWLQ =% Shauda) - @\\A Cacs;m QA A
NS mwml&;,]on AN ENO. ek srauge
S NereciHoN ok (Ourt  uhaegt mrcfvs
t(‘m ciivgch. LR ANND CIFGUES af’ S
antd 8. & mk X m&cfmwomw
Qs cocaeCl  OX  Coulr . Thon TR

| Qe xondamil - SRIRCES  \Dw mmr
anel. ety _Ox a0 T AN Tig
Suy o™ "Nud\ Gt AL8O ShCAO
0. "D 4 ok coaal b naAP
Drana . (e SAcn el Ticere T
A Qdeen Judoy - LOALThaymort  Beac
LRGN, Dhal The  UELOL  fUrers ¢85 Fhown
D) LIASLC N anacl Clafnar hawvg
O 40 Chanenq,a Ty WO GfE
ongun e Sory - LORIY Tnayy . Chadlongl
i) The & ey CARES R Tais 1S e n
L. S5 Gt s’ lwu ACE 1474 andlins
cmulmas RV VS (P (hc,u: . _incd Jjpend)
Ll _(n- G QAtpresen todive cnct
ROSCCL (B0, - ”Mw cot o cmcmwe

& o mu“ﬁa umcn Chctleng?s [0
Lindjvidual an  budiS. fued e relakd/
(0 (1€ mmdcmr Of YAHim - ancd  Anatey
Dty Bl adSo. Cholbenge b g~
J? seru oS rgnt 16 Stans! by .




www.xtrapapers.com

AS Level Law - HO15/01 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Question 4

4  Discuss the advantages of using a jury in criminal cases. [10]

This question allowed students of all abilities to produce reasonable responses with candidates
focused on the advantages and pointing out the disadvantages as alternative views. Public
confidence, diversity and democracy were the most common factors identified. Exemplar 2 illustrates a
candidate discussing in detail, four evaluative points demonstrating good analysis and evaluation.
There was quite a lot of discussion about juries being a cheap method of deciding a case which is not
accurate. Very occasionally, there was a response that considered disadvantages as a separate point,
but this was often matched with plenty of detail about the advantages. Less well-prepared candidates
confused juries and lay magistrates.
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Exemplar 2
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Section B

Mia is at her local sports centre. While in the gym, she notices Deborah, a person who had bullied Mia
at school, doing some exercises on the floor. Mia picks up a heavy weight, shouts “This is going to
hurt!” and drops the weight on Deborah's foot, breaking it. Stephanie, Deborah'’s friend, runs over and
punches Mia in the mouth, breaking one of her teeth.

Stephanie likes Ehsan, one of the instructors at the sports centre. She has regularly asked Ehsan to go
out with her for a meal at a local restaurant. Ehsan has always refused. However, Stephanie’s constant
asking has got him so stressed that he is frightened to go to work and, as a consequence, has been
diagnosed by his doctor with severe depression.

Question 5

5 Explain what is meant by the requirement of the coincidence of actus reus and mens rea in criminal
law. [10]

This was a straightforward question and very little information was required to achieve the higher
levels. Good responses had a range of cases such as Thabo Meli, Church and Fagan to illustrate the
requirement of the coincidence of actus reus and mens rea. Candidates who could define the
principle, identify the two exceptions and illustrate each with a case could achieve high marks.
Exemplar 3 illustrates how concisely a candidate can demonstrate knowledge of the continuing act
theory with case authority and achieve credit. Many candidates were unprepared for this question and
spent time describing and illustrating actus reus and mens rea and/or gave extensive descriptions of
transferred malice, omissions and causation.

Exemplar 3
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Question 6
6 Advise how the law relating to non-fatal offences against the person will apply to Mia. [10]

A range of responses were produced by candidates, however many responses identified just one of
the two non-fatal offences against the person. When s39 Assault was addressed on its own it was
done well. Candidates struggled to identify which non-fatal offence to apply to the broken foot, many
identifying it as a s47 which was not accurate. When it was accurately identified as either s20/18,
many struggled to justify their choice. Candidates only have a limited time to answer each question
and they should be directed to the Levels of Response Criteria. Each level refers to ‘application’.
Candidates are spending a great deal of time describing the law and illustrating with cases and not
enough time applying the law to the scenario. While case citation may demonstrate excellent
knowledge of the topic, there is no additional credit available for the cases.

Question 7

7  Advise how the law relating to non-fatal offences against the person will apply to Stephanie. [10]

Many of the issues noted above in respect of Question 6 are the same for Question 7. There was a
range of responses in respect of the broken tooth. The higher ability candidates applied each
requirement of s47 to the tooth and drew reasoned conclusions. Some candidates did not identify the
s47 of the tooth and applied instead, assault or s20 GBH. On those occasions, they did not justify
their choice beyond the breaking of a tooth being either a wound or really serious harm.

Generally, marks were slightly better than in Question 6 as there were more varied possibilities in
respect of the depression. Justification for the depression could be accepted as any of s47/20/18.
While many candidates were able to identify a possible non-fatal offence, the choice was not always
justified. Lower ability candidates identified the depression as a s39 assault and did not identify
psychological harm. There was no credit available for assault on its own. Exemplar 4 shows a
candidate applying only s39 assault to the depression. As with Question 6 above, candidates continue
to spend a great deal of time describing the law and illustrating with cases and not enough time
applying the law to the scenario. While case citation may demonstrate excellent knowledge of the
topic there is no additional credit available for the cases. Many students wrote, in detail, the law
relating to factual and legal causation and the possibility of novus actus interveniens when such
descriptions did not add anything to the response.
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Exemplar 4
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Question 8

8* Discuss the problems with the offence of battery and the extent to which reform of the law would
make it more morally acceptable. [10]

Generally, candidates produced acceptable responses. Candidates used the command words and
referred to ‘reform’ and ‘morally justifiable’ and formed a conclusion. There was often an overlap with
other non-fatal offences and the question from the May 2018 Paper. The most common evaluative
points addressed were; out-dated language, overlap with assault, sentencing and lack of statutory
definition. Exemplar 5 illustrates a fully developed evaluation of the lack of statutory definition including
suggestion for reform. Development of these points was often limited to the law being unfair and the
need to be reformed. Higher ability candidates used the 1998 draft Bill and/or the Law Commission
Report 2015 to develop their discussion points. Exemplar 6 is an extract from a response. The
discussion point is fully focused on the question; the issue is identified and evaluated, and reform
suggested.

Exemplar 5
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Exemplar 6
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Supporting you

For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results
services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level
and Cambridge Nationals.

It allows you to:

« review and run analysis reports on exam performance

« analyse results at question and/or topic level*

« compare your centre with OCR national averages

. identify trends across the centre

« facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses

« identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle

+ help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Training

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website.

www.ocr.org.uk
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