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Refer to Extracts 1 and 2 to answer Questions 4 and 5
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Extract 3

Refer to Extract 3 to answer Questions 8 and 9
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Brexit campaign
chief must be
hauled before
Commons: MPs

@ Anger grows over
Cummings no-show

@ Key Leave leaders
‘not held to account’

Toby Helm
& Carole Cadwalladr

A cross-party group of MPs today
demands new powers that would
force witnesses to give evidence
before parliament or face possible
imprisonment, as anger grows over
the refusal of the former Vote Leave
director, Dominic Cummings, to
answer claims that the organisation
that helped to deliver Brexit broke
electoral law.

Shahmir Sanni
‘Last week’s ruling
is important, but
it’s not justice...
Nobody is in jail’

Focus, puges 36-38

Pressure for parllament to be able
to force artendance is coming from
senlor parllamentarians, induding
the chalrs of several powerful select
committees. A parliamentary report
from the all-party digital, culture,
media and sport (DCMS) committee
Is also expected to call for parliament
to have the abllity to demand attend-
ance, backed by the threat of sanc-
tlons, this week

Anger at Cummings’s refusal to
come before MPs has Intensified
since Vote Leave was fined £61,000
and referred to the police after the
Electoral Commission found last
week that it had broken electoral law.
The watchdog ruled it had exceeded
its £7m spending limit by funnel-
ling £675,315 through the pro-Brexit
youth group Beleave - detalls of
which were revealed in the Obsenver.

The founder of BeLeave, Darren
Grimes, was fined £20,000 and
referred to the police, along with
Vote Leave officlal David Halsall.
Cummings, who escaped censure, had
previously been asked by the DCMS
committee to give evidence over
claims of rule-breaking but refused,
accusing MPs and the Electoral

Conrinued on page 7 >

‘It yvas me doing my duty’
: S

‘mmmmt who n‘pos:d the overspending by the lbtt
Leave campaign, says he has lost almost everything through speaking out.
Photograph by Katherine Anne Rose for the Observer

Number of NHS
beds for mental
health patients
slumps by 30%

Toby Helm
& Denis Campbell

The number of hospltal beds for peo-
ple with acute mental health condi-
tions, where a consultant psychiatiist
is on hand to oversee treatment, has
fallen by almost 30% since 2009
despite repeated claims by ministers
that Improving care for the mentally
1l {s now a top priority.

New offictal figures show that the
number of beds for those with some
of the most serious conditions —
Including psychosis, sertous depres-
sion leading to suicidal feelings and
cating disorders - has fallen from
26,448 in 2009 to 18,082 In the first
quarter of this year.

Over the same nine years, the data
also show significant falls In the num-
ber of mental health nurses working
in the NHS - from 46,155 t0 39358 -
and in the number of doctors in spe-
clalist psychiatry training, from 3,187
fn 2009 to 2,588 in the first quarter
of this year.

Last night, the MP Dr Dan Poulter,
a former Tory health minister who is
now practising part-time as an NHS
doctor in mental health services, sald
It was ¢lear that government rhetoric
about giving mental health “parity of
esteem™ with physical health was not
matched by action.

Poulter, who obtained the new
data through parilamentary answers,
sald that mental health was still a
“Cinderella service™, with child and
adolescent mental health lagging the

Continued on page 11 2>

‘Mamma Mia’ was a popular film musical. ‘Brexit’ is Britain
leaving the European Union.



The ‘Commons’ is the House of Commons made up of ‘MPs’ —
Members of Parliament.

The caption below the photograph reads ‘Whistleblower Shahmir
Sanni, who exposed the overspending by the Vote Leave
campaign, says he has lost almost everything through speaking
out.” Shahmir was born in Pakistan.

The Observer

Brexit chief campaign must be hauled before Commons:
MPs

Anger grows over Cummings no-show
Key Leave leaders ‘not held to account’

A cross-party group of MPs today demands new powers that
would force withesses to give evidence before parliament or
face possible imprisonment, as anger grows over the refusal of
the former Vote Leave director, Dominic Cummings, to answer
claims that the organisation that helped to deliver Brexit broke
electoral law.

Pressure for parliament to be able to force attendance is coming
from senior parliamentarians, including the chairs of several
powerful select committees. A parliamentary report from the alli-
party digital, culture, media and sport (DCMS) committee is also
expected to call for parliament to have the ability to demand
attendance, backed by the threat of sanctions, this week.

Anger at Cummings’s refusal to come before MPs has intensified
since Vote Leave was fined £61,000 and referred to the police
after the Electoral Commission found last week that it had
broken electoral law. The watchdog ruled it had exceeded its
£7m spending limit by funnelling £675,315 through the pro-Brexit
youth group BelLeave — details of which were revealed in the
Observer.

The founder of BelLeave, Darren Grimes, was fined £20,000

and referred to the police, along with Vote Leave official David
Halsall. Cummings, who escaped censure, had previously been
asked by the DCMS committee to give evidence over claims of

rule-breaking but refused, accusing MPs and the Electoral ...
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Number of NHS beds for mental health patients slumps
by 30%

The number of hospital beds for people with acute mental
health conditions, where a consultant psychiatrist is on hand

to oversee treatment, has fallen by almost 30% since 2009
despite repeated claims by ministers that improving care for the
mentally ill is now a top priority.

New official figures show that the number of beds for those with
some of the most serious conditions — including psychosis,
serious depression leading to suicidal feelings and eating
disorders — has fallen from 26,448 in 2009 to 18,082 in the first

quarter of this year.

Over the same nine years, the data also show significant falls in
the number of mental health nurses working in the NHS — from
46,155 to 39,358 — and in the number of doctors in specialist
psychiatry training, from 3,187 in 2009 to 2,588 in the first
quarter of this year.

Last night, the MP Dr Dan Poulter, a former Tory health minister
who is now practising part-time as an NHS doctor in mental
health services, said it was clear that government rhetoric about
giving mental health “parity of esteem” with physical health was
not matched by action.

Poulter, who obtained the new data through parliamentary
answers, said that mental health was still a “Cinderella service”,
with child and adolescent mental health lagging the ...
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