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You are reminded of the importance of including relevant knowledge from all areas of your course, 
where appropriate, including the English Legal System.

In answering questions use the source materials and your knowledge of the subject.

Answer all questions

1*	 Discuss the relevance of the case of R v Bowen [Source 5 page 6 Special Study Material] to the 
development of the law on duress by threats.� [16]

	 Start writing your answer to Question 1 below. Start writing your answer to Question 2 on page 7.
	 Start writing your answer to Question 3 on page 17.
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You are reminded of the importance of including relevant knowledge from all areas of your course, 
where appropriate, including the English Legal System.

In answering questions use the source materials and your knowledge of the subject.

2* 	 In Source 3 [page 4 lines 1–3 Special Study Material] Ben Fitzpatrick states: ‘Duress operates as 
a concession to human weakness. The defendant elects one evil, the apparent breaking of the 
law, when faced with a choice of two evils, the other dilemmatic choice being to suffer serious 
injury or death.’

	 Discuss, in light of the above statement, the extent to which the defence of duress by threats has 
been restricted by the appellate courts.� [34]

Start writing your answer to Question 2 below. Start writing your answer to Question 3 on page 17.
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You are reminded of the importance of including relevant knowledge from all areas of your course, 
where appropriate, including the English Legal System.

In answering questions use the source materials and your knowledge of the subject.

3	 Consider whether the defence of duress by threats is, or is not, available in each of the following 
situations: 

	 (a)	 Alison, 35, who owes a large sum of money to Boris, robs a bank. She claims she only 
carried out the robbery because Boris threatened that unless she pays the money back in a 
week’s time, he will reveal to her parents that she is secretly married to Lucy. Alison’s parents 
have forbidden her to be involved with Lucy or else Alison will be cut out of their will.� [10]

	 (b)	 Chantelle, a secondary school teacher, steals an important exam paper from the school’s 
safe. She claims that she only carried out the theft because David, another teacher at the 
school, had threatened her during lunch that he would ‘stab one of her pupils to death’ if she 
did not get the exam paper for him by the end of the school day.� [10] 

	 (c)	 Elsie, who is pregnant, is a member of a street gang who have a reputation for carrying out 
criminal activities to control their area. One day, Elsie shoots dead the leader of a rival gang 
in another part of the city. She claims that she only carried out the killing because Frank, 
another member of her gang, who has several convictions for violence, threatened that he 
would kill her if she did not carry out the attack.� [10]

�
� [30] 

Start writing your answer to Question 3 below.

Write the letter of the part question (a), (b) or (c) in the margin.
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ADDITIONAL ANSWER SPACE

If additional space is required, you should use the following lined page(s). The question number(s) 
must be clearly shown in the margin(s).
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