www.xtrapapers.com

Qualification
Accredited

GCSE (9-1)

Examiners’ report

CLASSICAL GREEK

;=92

For first teaching in 2016

WWW.OCF.or g.uk/classics


http://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/classics/

Www.xtrapapers.com

GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/02 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report
Contents
INEFOTUCTION ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 3
PAPEI 2 SEIIES OVEIVIEW .. ..t eee ettt e et ettt e e e e e e et eet it e e e e e et e eaatt e e e eeeeeesssasn e aeeeeeeeessnnnnaeeaeeeenees 4
L@ 10 1= 1S3 1o o 1 ) 5
QUESTION L (0) 1eeeeeeeeieeiee ettt s 6
QUESTION L (C) +eveeeteeeeeeeieeeeeeee ettt s 7
L@ 101153 (o] 22 - ) 7
QUESTION 2 (10) ..t 8
(@ 1011 (o A JC T - ) I 10
QUESTION 3 (10) ..ttt s 10
QUESTION 4 (@) 1ttt s 11
(@ 1811 (1o o I A () TN () S 12
QUESTION 4 (1) (1) -+ttt s 12
(@ 10 1= 1S) 1 o] 10 N () T 12
(@ 111 1 o] 0 10 N (o ) I 13
L@ T 1= 1o o < 14
L@ 1811y 110 o 1 TSR 16
L@ 1811 1o o [ AR 18
/'-’ Would you prefer a )
m Word version?
w___

Did you know that you can save

this pdf as a Word file using Acrobat
Professional?

Simply click on File > Save As Other...
and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will ¢ AY
need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on the 0 o0 “
page and select Save as. .. to save the PDF. Then open ‘ T

the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

.r/:

We value your feedback

Z We'd like to know your view on the
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there resources we produce. By clicking on the

are a number of free applications available that will also icon above you willfhelp us to ensure that
\ \ k .
\convert PDF to Word (search for pdf to word converter). ) \ S resources worktoryou



https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZL5Z53B

www.xtrapapers.com

GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/02 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.



www.xtrapapers.com

GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/02 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Paper 2 series overview

As usual, the ‘Tales from Herodotus’ prose literature option was offered by the vast majority of Centres.
In this second examined sitting of the ‘Solon and Croesus’ story there were, once again, many
impressive scripts, expressing candidates’ enjoyment of original Greek literature and their appreciation of
its literary merits. Teachers and students have evidently adjusted well to the requirements of the new
specification and deserve credit for engaging wholeheartedly with a subject that often has to be delivered
under timetabling constraints, in a short period of time.

Two general points are worth noting about the extended-response questions:
8-mark question

The marking grid for Level 3 and 4 requires candidates to make both content and style points in their
answer. In order to access Level 3 (5—6 marks) candidates were required to make at least one style
point; to access Level 4 (7—8 marks) candidates were required to make at least two style points.

10-mark question

When the prescribed text is being examined for a second time, candidates are cautioned against
regurgitating a prepared essay learned in response to the question set on the previous year’s paper.

Shortcomings in English expression are particularly exposed in the 10-mark essay. There is much to be
said for taking time to draft a brief plan at the beginning and reading through the whole response at the
end.



www.xtrapapers.com

GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/02 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (a)

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Tales from Herodotus 1X(a). 17-21

(a) Name the Athenian whose life is being described in this passage.

|Almost all candidates got this answer correct. |
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Question 1 (b)
(b) How does Herodotus’ language emphasise that this man had a glorious death?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

L

The best answers quoted the Greek and its matching translation rather than gesturing towards its
meaning. Most performed very well, finding a variety of points to make about Herodotus’ use of
language, and easily meeting the requirement for at least one point about language/style. There was
some confusion over grammatical terms (k&AAwota, for example, described as an adjective rather than
an adverb) but examiners exercised a degree of flexibility in such instances.

Exemplar 1 illustrates a full-mark response to this question.

Exemplar 1

: & pnpecfabiae. witha.. ‘ .dcz,wqé’ Taly!.
g . a&«m‘(»c g 4. ?. .......

| ev,aw:e) am{ 7.(1.{10
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- T T Rt IrEmssssEspLARE T I R

?wa@mﬁa,wwwmwﬂm

[4]




www.xtrapapers.com

GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/02 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (c)
(c) Immediately after this passage what question does Croesus ask and why does he ask it?

|Almost all candidates received full marks for this question. |

Question 2 (a)

2 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Tales from Herodotus IX(b). 18-25

(@) 71 0¢ umpo ... dowtov ot (lines 1-3): what prayer did the mother of Cleobis and Biton
make to the goddess?

Almost all candidates earned the mark for this question. A few omitted to say that the mother’s prayer
applied to her sons or said that she asked for the best ‘end’ a man can meet with.




Www.xtrapapers.com

GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/02 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Question 2 (b)

(b) petode ATV TV EUYTV ... @G avdowv doioTwy yevouevawy (lines 3—6): do you think that
the mother of Cleobis and Biton would have been happy with their eventual fates?

You should make two points and provide evidence to explain your view.

[4]

This is an example of the sort of personal response questions (AO3) which feature in the new
specification. Candidates who focused carefully on the specified lemma and were not distracted by the
earlier section of the passage (about the mother’s pride in her sons’ achievements) easily earned full
marks. Most interpreted the deaths of Cleobis and Biton and their subsequent commemoration in a
positive light; very few were brave enough to suggest that their mother might not have been happy.

Exemplar 2 illustrates a full-mark response to this question.
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Exemplar 2

. Yes, as beoth hev sous dicd a cowforiable

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-

BV o e,
oW addiion her sons . were yememberad
Awnd Aeft 2 grear \egacsy ) ey had o

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mother proud especialy due Yo Delpwis

assosciation withh the god Apolte aud
We orac\e.

Misconception | Greek quotation and literary analysis are not required here (although many
excellent responses included supporting evidence in Greek).

Some candidates were under the impression that the young men had been
buried at Delphi.
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Question 3 (a)

3 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Tales from Herodotus 1X(c). 8—15

(a) evdaipova ... dvétpele (lines 1-3): why, according to Solon, can he not yet call Croesus
fortunate?

Here, too, there is a need to focus closely on the specified section of Greek. Even very good candidates
often achieved just one mark because they omitted the last part of the lemma (rtoAAoig yor o)

vnodetac OAPov 6 Oeog mEopllovg avétoee).

Question 3 (b)
(b) tatta Aéywv 1@ Kooiow ol mwe éxagileto 0 oAwv- Adyov d& altov mowmocapevog
ovdevog amoméunetal 0 Kooloog, kaota d0Eac apabi eival, 6¢ ta moovTa dryaBa pebeic
TV TEAELTIV TAVTOC XN HaTog ogdv exédeve (lines 3-6).

Translate these words into English.

. [5]

This translation question was a good discriminator and full marks often proved elusive. Common pitfalls
included: the tense of Aéywv; reversing the subject/object (Solon/Croesus); the idiomatic phrase Adyov
d¢ avToV momodpevog ovdevog; the relative link (6¢); and the indirect command (0pav éxéAeve) at the
end. Three of these are explained in more detail in the ‘misconceptions’ listed below.

Exemplar 3 illustrates a translation which earned 2/5.
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Exemplar 3

..... Ko vlf)mcdﬁ\%ﬁmQjSCmn&?LMdSnlm\\
e o, Neko . owngideion. WS words |, e, dimissed Sz .

RO B N sl Wi bitn_uasy. Jgnecan whe
M ca st wﬁi eﬁ«myﬁ““ 909,909

@ Misconception | A¢ywv: commonly translated as aorist rather than present

Adyov d¢ avtov momodpevog: many translations referred to ‘the words’ [of
Croesus], making Adyov the object of the participle

ooav eékéAeve: ‘demanded to see’ was not accepted as a translation of this
indirect command

Question 4 (a)

4 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Iltem removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Tales from Herodotus 1X(d). 12-20
(a) waio Kvpog arovoag (line 1): what had Cyrus heard?

Nearly all candidates got this answer correct. |
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Question 4 (b) (i)
(b) fxéAevoe Toug égunveng éntepéabon Tov Kpoloov tiva émucadoito (lines 1-2).

(i) Touc égpmveac: why do you think he needed to use these people to question Croesus?

- [1]

Almost all candidates were able to get across the idea that Cyrus and Croesus spoke different
languages, although the latter was sometimes assumed to be a Greek speaker. Credit was not given to
the few who suggested that Cyrus used translators because the fire was too hot for him to approach.

Question 4 (b) (ii)

(i) what did they ask Croesus?

. [1]

|Near|y all candidates got this answer correct.

Question 4 (c)

(c) wkai oi bz mpooeABoviec émmowtwv. Kooioog 8¢ Téwe pév onymv eixev £owtwuevog
(lines 2-3).

Pick out and translate a Greek phrase which indicates that Croesus took some time to reply.

Greek phrase:

English translation:

(2]

Answers which offered a phrase of two or more words, correctly translated, earned full marks. Despite
the instruction in the question, however, many candidates gave just one word. While téwg is best
translated by an English phrase (‘for a while’), it does not constitute a phrase in Greek.

AfL Teachers are encouraged to reinforce the distinction between a word, a
phrase (a small group of words standing together as a conceptual unit) and
a clause (a group of words that contains a subject and a verb).
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Question 4 (d)

(d) petadE Edeyev ... dowobvtag eivae (lines 3-6): what did Croesus say to show that he finally
appreciated Solon’s wisdom?

.. [4]

The best candidates made detailed use of the whole lemma and could earn full marks by making at least
four of the five acceptable points. Candidates are advised to look carefully at the number of marks on

offer to work out how many points are needed. Some lost marks by starting at kai tavta (line 4) rather
than at éABot moté 0 LoAwv (line 3), omitting any reference to Solon’s visit or Croesus’ wealth. Many

seemed unsure about the meaning of ‘00dév Tt paAAoV elg EavTtov Aéywv 1 €lg ATty TO AvORWTTIVOV’
but well-learned translations did earn credit.
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Question 5

5* Read the passage and answer the question.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Tales from Herodotus IX(e). 9-14
How does Herodotus create a dramatic conclusion to this story about Croesus?
In your answer you may wish to consider:

* the strong emotion expressed by Croesus
* the description of divine intervention

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Herodotus’ use of language. [8]

There were some excellent responses to this question. The great majority knew the text well and found
the passage a rich source of material for literary comment. The best made use of the whole extract,
selecting a range of apposite quotations, translating these accurately and engaging very well with the
question. Those who did not convey an understanding of the meaning or context of the Greek fared less
well. daxovwv was a popular discussion point: strong candidates developed this well, finding dramatic
effect in the contrast between Croesus’ previous arrogant over-confidence and his desperation now.
There was liberal peppering of literary terms (not always understood), with ‘tricolon’ particularly popular
this year. A number of candidates considered ovvédoapev to be an example of personification without
explaining this idea in sufficient detail.

Exemplar 4 is extracted from a response which earned full marks, showing good use of the Greek and
relevant discussion. It also illustrates the AfL point below.
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Exemplar 4

AfL

When commenting on a prose text, it is not appropriate to talk of the
emphatic positioning of words in a line. Candidates should refer to the
position of words in a clause or a sentence.
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Question 6

6 Read the passage and answer the question.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Tales from Herodotus XIV(a). 6-12
How does the language of this passage show that Alcmaeon was eager to take advantage of the

offer he received from Croesus? You should make two points, each supported by close reference
to the Greek.

Although the question asks about Herodotus’ language, examiners allowed two content points since
there is no accompanying English translation provided (unlike Question 1(b)). The great majority of
candidates were therefore able to earn full marks; in fact, most did manage to address the ‘language’
element of the question. Answers which did not make the meaning of the Greek clear, or which made
vague stylistic points without reference to the text could not be credited. Exemplar 5 illustrates a
response which earned 2/4 for this reason.
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Exemplar 5

- oo sepiion. 2. mdqu% Yo.90 ol . \wg, AR
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Question 7

7* How does Herodotus balance positive and negative characteristics in his portrayal of Croesus?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the stories you have read, and you
may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

Most candidates were able to offer a wide range of examples of Herodotus’ balance of characteristics in
his portrayal of Croesus. Strong candidates analysed each story carefully, choosing either to paragraph
Croesus’s various characteristics, or to weigh up how some behaviours could be viewed as both positive
and negative: Croesus’ generosity towards Alcmaeon, for example, might be taken positively (he is
rewarding a foreigner’s support of the Lydians) or negatively (humiliating someone for his own
amusement). A few made life difficult for themselves by interpreting the phrase ‘balance positive and
negative qualities’ too narrowly, looking for a balancing episode every time a positive or negative
characteristic was identified; this often made for an awkwardly structured answer and some strained
comparisons.

The best-prepared candidates understood that the Alcmaeon episode, although located at the end of the
text in the prescribed editions, does not follow chronologically on from the conclusion of the Solon and
Croesus story. (An excellent articulation of this was: ‘Between Solon’s dismissal and the arrival of the
Persians we see the story of Alcmaeon.’) Many, however, assumed that the Alcmaeon story happened
chronologically after Croesus’ epiphany on the pyre, so that Croesus had ‘gone on a journey’ and
become a better person (miraculously regaining his wealth!). Since even very strong candidates offered
arguments along these lines, examiners indulged such conclusions (if dubious). Exemplar 6 illustrates
the end of a response of this sort, which earned full marks despite the misconception.

In some cases, there was a temptation to re-word a pre-learned response to last year’'s question.
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Exemplar 6

zwe/m;a]iaﬂ:a m}ummap&mf .....

] B IIIE 4 ch FrrRL L L ch aw .I; e
L. 5 ﬁl CADy AL MANIEQTIAM DADTCD

AfL When studying an episodic text such as this, students need to understand
that the stories do not necessarily follow in chronological order.
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