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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper 4 series overview

The overall standard on this paper was very good. Most candidates knew the text well and showed a
sound knowledge on the short-answer questions. The 8-mark and 10-mark questions also produced
some excellent work, and the best candidates were able to offer a range of language and/or literary
points, especially in the 10-mark essay where candidates were required to select and interpret various
episodes relating to the theme of romance. However, some candidates did not know the text thoroughly
and this led to inaccurate and often bland answers, especially on the 8-mark and 10-mark questions.
Some candidates found it difficult to make language points effectively, and it was a pity to see,
occasionally, otherwise strong candidates denied a Level 4 mark on Question 8 simply because they
included no language points. Similarly, marks can be lost by failing to include a translation (or accurate
paraphrase) with each piece of Greek quoted.
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Question 1 (a)
1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

avtika & Hawe NAOev £00govog, 1] pv Eyeloe
Navawdav ebnemAov- adop d’ ansBavpuac’ 6velpov,
BN 0" (nevan dax deopad’, tv’ aryyeiAete tokevot,

atEL GLAw kal HNToL kxnoato d’ €vdov éoviag-

Homer, Odyssey 6, lines 48-51

(a) avtika ... ebmemAov (lines 1-2): what did Dawn do upon her arrival?

Almost all candidates answered correctly, although ‘Dawn awoke her’ was not acceptable (see Mark
Scheme).

Question 1 (b)

(b) Bf 0 (nevar ... édvtag (lines 3—4): why did Nausicaa make her way through the house?

Answers such as ‘to announce it to her parents’ achieved full marks, but candidates should be
encouraged to contextualise (especially pronouns) to make the overall sense clear. Nevertheless,
candidates should not be under the impression that full sentences are always required, particularly for
questions worth only 1 or 2 marks.
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Question 2
2 Read the passage and answer the question.

wg édpat - aideto yap BaAepov yapov éEovounvat

natol didw- 0 d& mavTa voel kal apeifeto HUBw-

‘oUTE TOLT)UOVWY PBOVEW, TEKOG, OUTE TEL AAAOU.

E0XEV- ATAQ TOL OUWEG EPOTAITCOVTLY ATV

vYmATNV evkvkAov, DtepTepin XLV, 5

Homer, Odyssey 6, lines 6670

Translate this passage into English.

Most translations were fluent and accurate. Occasionally marks were lost through omissions, most
commonly ¢iAw, éoxev, atag, tot (line 4). g épat’ was also sometimes omitted, and an incorrect verb

tense (pOoviéw, épomAicoovorv) counted as an inconsequential error.

Question 3 (a)
3 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Kol TV [EV katébnkev ebEéatw ém’ amjvi),
pnTne & év kioTn £TiBel pevoetcé’ DOV
I3 ) ¥ 4 h) b 7, ¥
TavToiny, ev 0’ ola Tibel, £v &' olvov exgvev
ATK@ EV alyeiw- kovEn O émePrioet’ anmnvng.
DWKEV OE XQLOET £V ANkUBwW UyQoV EAcov, 5
4 ’ \ h) r Id
1)0¢ XVTAWTAUTO 0LV APPITOAOLTL YUvaUELy.

Homer, Odyssey 6, lines 75-80

(@) xat)v ... &’ amnvr (line 1): what did Nausicaa put in the wagon?

‘garment’, singular, appeared more than once, which did not get the mark, and a few guessed ‘food’, but
for most candidates this was a very straightforward question.
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Question 3 (b)

(b) pnme ... yovau&iv (lines 2-6): how does Homer emphasise the number and quality of the
supplies which Nausicaa's mother prepares?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

A few candidates only tackled one element of ‘number and quality’. There was a tendency to list the
various picnic items without saying how the language generated emphasis. Answers should try to focus
on a key word or phrase rather than writing out a whole line/sentence, and references giving only the first
and last words (e.g. ‘uno ... mtavtoinv’) should be avoided as the key Greek word/phrase may not be
quoted in the answer at all. A number of candidates referred to the repetition of ¢v (lines3—4) but did not
include any context, thus missing out on full marks for a potentially good point.

Exemplar 1

....... oA bppen gtdtnaw (lgmat olive 52). This opkerge

...........................................................................................................................................

w _—
woffore oleo s OaX Ste gove bee stae gl e sstdes

Exemplar 1 illustrates good answer technique. The 1% bullet point identifies three items specifically and
accurately, in both Greek and English, and then links to the question. The 2" bullet point gives a
translation of the relevant sentence to provide context, highlights the key word in both Greek and English
(thus it was unnecessary to write out the whole sentence in Greek), and then links the point to the
question.
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Exemplar 2

Exemplar 2 illustrates weak response technique. Although the opening English sentence quotes a
potentially relevant section of the passage, the accompanying Greek is inaccurate (in copying out the
text, the candidate has jumped from line 2 to line 3), too long, and omits the key Greek word (rtavtoinv).
The second part of the answer contains accurate English and Greek, but the quotation is again too long,
and no specific word/phrase is highlighted. Neither point is directly linked to the question.

Question 4 (a) (i)

4 Read the passage and answer the questions.

ai &’ ote O motapoio ooV meQIKaAAE’ (kovTo,

£vO’ 1) ToL MAvvol Noav énmetavol, ToAD d’ Kdwo

KOAOV UTEKTQO0EEL NAAQ TTEQ QUTOWVTA KaBToat,

€vB’ aly’ Muovoug pEv UTEKTIQOEAVTALY ATU)VTC.

Kal TG PEV gebav TOTALOV TTaQa dvijevta 5
TOWYEWV AYOWOTLY [LeEAMdéar Tal & am’ amivng

elpata xeQoiv EAOVTO KAl EThopeoV pEARY UdWO,

otelfov O’ £v BoBpolot Bowg Epda mpodEgovoat.

Homer, Odyssey 6, lines 85-92

(@) aild ote ... peAmdéa (lines 1-6):
(i) what did the maids do when they arrived at the washing place?

For this question (and the following question — see below) some candidates used the wrong line
references and described the maids washing the clothes (lines 6-8) instead of the sending of the mules
off to pasture (lines 1-6). Where multiple questions are set on a single passage, candidates would be
well advised to mark off the different sections on the question paper.
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Question 4 (a) (ii)

(ii) what does Homer tell us about the water available for washing?

This proved to be a very straightforward question as lines1-6 of the passage included a lot of information
about ‘the water available for washing’. However, some candidates again took part of their answer from
the wrong lines e.g. péAav — dark.

Question 4 (b)

(b) tatd’ an’ amjvng ... ngodpégovoat (lines 6-8):
what impression does Homer give of the maids here? Make two points.

Most candidates referred to the maids being hardworking or competitive, but some went for a less
obvious view which could only be credited if backed up by some evidence.
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Question 5
5* Read the passage and answer the question.

@¢ elmwv Bapvwv Dmedvaeto diog Odvaoels,

€K TUKIVI]G O UANG 000V KAdoE XE10l Tty El)

OGUAAWY, we pvoaLto Tegl xQol undea GwTog.

B & (pev we e Afwv 0geaitoodog Akl memolBwe,

0c T’ €lo’ VoHEVOS KAl anpLevog, €v O ol 6aoe 5
daletar avTag O POVCL UETEQXETALT) OleoTtY

NE LeT’ AypoTénag EAddoug: kéAeTau dé € YyaoTno

HNA@YV TEIQNOOVTA KAl £5 TUKIVOV DOLIOV EABETV-

Homer, Odyssey 6, lines 127-134

How does Homer convey the frightening appearance and behaviour of Odysseus in this passage?
In your answer you may wish to consider:

*  his emergence from the bushes
*  the simile

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Homer'’s use of language. [8]

Most candidates showed a detailed and accurate knowledge of this passage, although even the best
answers occasionally lost marks by failing to include language points. The case for dioc (god-like) as an
epithet indicating Odysseus’ frightening appearance was often argued weakly, and the enjambement of
dVAAwv (line 3) yielded little worthwhile analysis. daietal (line 6) was a more fruitful example of
enjambement, but its effectiveness was undermined by those candidates who described the ‘blazing
eyes’ as belonging to Odysseus rather than to the lion. Such errors with simile analysis are not
uncommon, and the potential even for extreme misunderstanding (“Odysseus is thinking about eating a
sheep”) should not be underestimated. It should be noted that precise technical terms are not required.
The ‘over-running of a line’ would be perfectly acceptable for ‘enjambement’, and in any case technical
terms are often misunderstood and misapplied; ‘tricolon’ was the main culprit on this paper. Much was
made of Odysseus’ frightening strength in lines 2-3 (¢kx mukivng ... pVAAwV), although the phrase dAxi
mertolBwg (trusting in its strength) was often underused. Weaker answers tended to lose sight of the

question, especially when discussing Odysseus’ nakedness in line 3, and drifted into a narrative
summary of the passage.

Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 illustrates weak response technique. The Greek extract (inaccurately
translated/paraphrased) does not pick out any key word(s), and the link between Odysseus’ actions and
the ‘frightening appearance and behaviour’ of the question is hardly explained/developed at all.
Candidates should also be encouraged to look for an appropriate language/style point alongside each
‘content’ point. Here, a reference to the vocabulary in line 2 of the passage (e.g. mukivng, kAdoe,
ntaxeln) could have been used to show how Odysseus’ savage/animal strength (= ‘frightening
behaviour’) is emphasised.

Question 6
6 Read the passage and answer the question.

ouegdaAéog O’ ALTAOL GAVI] KEKAKWUEVOG AALL),

Toé00nV &' AAALDIE AAAN €T 1jidvag motyovoag:

oln & AAktvoov Buyatno péve- Ti) Yoo AB1vn

Baoooc £vi doeot Brike kal £k déog elAeto yuiwv.

Translation:

Terrifying, he appeared to them caked in sea-salt,

and they fled in panic, all in different directions, along the jutting shore;
only the daughter of Alcinous remained; for Athene

placed courage in her heart and removed the fear from her limbs.

Homer, Odyssey 6, lines 137-140

How does Homer make this passage dramatic?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

As with Question 3(b) above, some candidates tended to side-track the question, quoting an example of
dramatic content rather than explaining how or why it was dramatic i.e. not enough attention paid to the
language of the passage. And yet there were several examples of emphatic language, e.g. opedaéog
(‘terrifying’) first word; kexaxwuévog (‘caked’) polysyllable (and onomatopoeia?); dAALOIC AAAN (fin
different directions’) alliteration; 6doooc ... yviwv (line 4) repetition of idea for emphasis.
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Exemplar 4

Hoereoflas jethe [ear Odusteruntbdon
M‘ke | -

Exemplar 4 illustrates good answer technique. The answer focuses on a single Greek word
(opepdaeoc), correctly translated (copied from the translation given in the question). opepdaAeog is
emphatic because of its position in the line and ‘powerful word choice’, and the sense ‘terrifying’ is linked
to ‘dramatic’ in the question.

Question 7 (a)
7 Read the passage and answer the questions.

‘el Hév TIg Bedg €001, TOL OVEAVOV EDQUY EXOUOLY,

Aptépdi oe &yw ye, Alog kovET) peyaAoto,

£0dog e péyeBog te dGLNv T &yxlota Elokw-

£L &é tig €001 BooT@V, Tol £Tl xBovi vauetdoval,

TOLOHAKAXQEG UEV TOL Y TIATNO Kal TTOTVIAL [1)T1)Q, 5
TOOHAKAQEG O KaalyvnTor pHaAa ol adiat Bupog

aigv éidoooiiviiow lalvetal eiveka oo,

AgvooOVTI@V Tolovde OGAog X0OV elgolyveboay.

Kevog & ad Ttepl koL HakaQTatog €£0xov AAAwY,

Oc ké 0’ €€dvoLTL Boloag 0ikovd ayayntal’ 10

Homer, Odyssey 6, lines 150-159

(@) et pev ... giokw (lines 1-3): what effect do you think these lines are meant to have on
Nausicaa? Explain your answer with reference to the Greek.

Most candidates realised that Odysseus was using ‘flattery’ here, but too often the 2™ mark was lost
because no reference was made to the Greek.




www.xtrapapers.com

GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/04 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Question 7 (b)

(b) =1 df ... elcoyveboav (lines 4-8): what does Odysseus say about Nausicaa's mortal family?

Most answers about Nausicaa’s mortal family were full and accurate. A few stopped short of line 8
(Aevoodvtwv ... elooyvevoav), thus losing a mark. ‘such a sprout’ was a curious choice of expression

for toldvde BaAog, occurring more than once.

Question 7 (c)

(€) keivog ... ayaynrau (lines 9-10).

Pick out and translate the Greek word which gives Odysseus’ opinion of Nausicaa's future
husband.

Greek word:

English translation:

[2]

Answered very well; almost all candidates managed to translate paxaotatog in the superlative.

Question 8

8* To what extent does Homer suggest that there could be a romantic relationship between Odysseus
and Nausicaa?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the section of Odyssey 6 you have
read, and you may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

Although perhaps less straightforward than usual, this essay question seemed to provide an opportunity
for candidates to produce some excellent answers. As well as noting the mention of marriage both at
the beginning and at the end of the text, many argued the motives of Athene (in arranging the meeting
between Nausicaa and Odysseus) both for and against a romantic relationship. The many references to
Nausicaa’s attractive qualities were nicely analysed, and a number of candidates saw parallels in the
way the two lead characters were presented (e.g. both were likened to gods, both were shown as
manipulative) and thus concluded that Homer could be setting them up as an obvious match. Some
candidates however shot themselves in the foot by stating that Nausicaa went to the wash-pools
specifically looking to meet a future husband. There was a tendency for some candidates to drift away
from the text and talk about Odysseus being married to Penelope and his past affairs with Circe and
Calypso, perhaps thinking, mistakenly, that this wider knowledge would gain extra marks.
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Exemplar 5

e RO ettty | ooty Uet e | Cruddl be e et

: Letcen

.. Hta He

---------------------

This exemplar illustrates some features that contribute to a strong response. The opening paragraph is
a clear, concise introduction indicating the various elements to be discussed; this suggests a planned,
organised approach to answering the question. The next two paragraphs deal directly with the topic of
marriage, firstly from Nausicaa’s perspective and then from Odysseus’. In each case there is,
importantly, a detailed and accurate reference to the text that is developed to show how the evidence
might be used to answer the question.
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