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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the exam paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper 33 series overview

There were some excellent responses this year as candidates demonstrated some very positive
knowledge of Viking religious views, pass times and culture. It has also been notable to see a further
year of candidates demonstrating good knowledge of the reign of Harald Bluetooth. It is obvious that
candidates had been well prepared for the demands of knowledge retention in these areas of the
curriculum. It is also worth commenting that many candidates tackled the source inference questions in a
way that built from the surface details to the message and meaning of the evidence. There were some
excellent inference responses in the Nazi Germany section of this paper which show that candidates
were prepared well with the skills to answer such questions.

It is worth noting specific areas where candidates did not perform as well. For example, the summary
questions this year elicited a limited number of analytical responses in which candidates could develop
their historical knowledge around a supporting theme or concept. This was a shame because there were
so many good examples used but without an overarching concept (Q2). It is also worth noting that
candidates who answered the essay regarding the competing legends of both Bluetooth and Forkbeard
were rarely able to write about Forkbeard with specific, valid examples and most responses centred on
Bluetooth without the prerequisite balance needed for the top level (Q5).

In Section B, many candidates did not manage to identify the purpose and intended impact of historical
sources. It is important that candidates are taught to explicitly consider the intended audience, purpose
and impact of the evidence in a more critical way. While there was positive inference drawn from the
sources these often did not give due concern to the provenance of the evidence. In a nutshell, it would
be helpful for candidates to be better prepared for a focus on purpose which can be supported for the
source-based questions (Q6 and 7).

The essays on Nazi Germany were answered reasonably well. However, candidates needed to focus on
the specific questions which were asked. For the first essay, many students drifted from the theme of
workers in much the same way that some students drifted from war in the second question. The key
teaching point would be for candidates to underline the key command words in the questions and the
events to which they relate so that they can plan their essay responses before they write it. It is notable
that few candidates plan their essays before writing and this would have clear benefits for both the
accuracy and structure of responses in the future (Q8 and 9).
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Question 1 (a)

Viking Expansion, ¢.750-c.1050

1 (a) Give one example of a group that traded with the Volga Vikings. [1]

Most candidates identified a group with the most common being ‘Arabs’. It is worth noting that the
specific question refers to groups and not countries. Centres should prepare candidates so that they
read the wording of the question carefully

Question 1 (b)

(b) Identify one reason why Vikings left their homelands. [1]

|The most common response was ‘lack of arable land’ and this was answered really well.

Question 1 (c)

(c) Identify one feature of Harald Bluetooth's rule. [1]

|Most candidates used the ‘conversion to Christianity’ and this was a valid response.

Question 2

2 Wirite a clear and organised summary that analyses the trading activities of the Volga Vikings.
Support your summary with examples. [9]

What was striking this year was how many candidates used so many excellent examples of their
historical knowledge. This has clearly been taught well and candidates gave detailed summaries which
were descriptive. The missing link was to provide an analysis as required in the question. Few
candidates were able to offer an organising concept such as significance or diversity. This is a key
teaching focus for future entries because the knowledge was there, but it needs to be framed around a
concept for full marks

Question 3

3 What was the impact of the Great Heathen Army’s invasion of England? Explain your answer with
examples. [10]

The key differentiator in this question was the word ‘impact’ in the question stem. Candidates who
offered a description of invasion (crucially, not Lindisfarne) were unable to progress beyond 4 marks.
Candidates who focused on changes that made an impact such as the establishment of Danelaw were
generally explained well. Two explained impacts qualified for top marks and many candidates got to
Level 4 as a minimum
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Question 4

4* ‘Religion was the most important aspect of the lives of Vikings in their homelands.’ How far do you
agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer. [18]

This was the most popular essay question for Vikings. Most candidates demonstrated a good knowledge
of different gods and Norse mythology. However, to access the higher marks it was important to explain
how these beliefs influenced the lives of Vikings. Candidates were also able to explain other influences
such as raiding, trading and farming to offer balance. Four good explanations allowed students to access
the top level

Question 5

5* ‘Harald Bluetooth was more important than Svein Forkbeard in the development of a Viking
kingdom.” How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer. [18]

Few candidates completed this question and it would be accurate to summarise that knowledge and
understanding of Bluetooth was better than Forkbeard. Candidates who did this question were able to
explain the impact of Bluetooth on the empire in terms of religion and connectivity. Few candidates were
able to balance this with explanation about Forkbeard.

Exemplar 1
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This is a good response and the candidate shows a good understanding of the reign of Harald Bluetooth
in particular. This was fairly common for students who answered this question and it would be fair to say
that centres may wish to address the revision of Svein Forkbeard in the next academic year as
knowledge of his impact was limited in comparison. This response shows basic but valid explanations
which build up into an unbalanced argument. To progress to the next level there would need to be a

further, valid explained reason alongside a clinching argument for the top mark. This was awarded Level
5.
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Section B

Question 6

Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945

6 What can Source A tell us about the Holocaust? Use the source and your own knowledge to
support your answer. [7]

Candidates were generally given Level 2 (4-5 marks) for identifying evidence and making an inference
based on the source. The most relevant comment to make here is that teachers had clearly taught the
skill of inference well this year, but few candidates got to Level 3 because the purpose of the source was
not explained. It would be worth explicitly focusing on the importance of provenance when teaching
candidates to answer source-based questions.

Question 7

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying the establishment
of the Nazi dictatorship between January and July 19337 In your answer, refer to the two sources
and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge. [15]

This question was not well answered by candidates. Too many candidates simply approached this by
summarising each of the three sources before making a summative comment on the utility. This level of
response is based on the surface features of the evidence and could not progress between Level 2.
Some candidates were able to move into the highest levels by explaining what can be learnt from the
evidence or explain the purpose of the evidence on a more critical level. The main lesson was that
candidates did not focus on the idea of establishing a dictatorship as identified in the question.

Question 8

8* ‘The lives of all workers improved as a result of Nazi policies between 1933 and 1939." How far do
you agree with this view? [18]

This was the most popular essay question for Nazi Germany. Most candidates demonstrated a good
knowledge of policies that were related to work but did not always explain how these policies benefited
or disadvantaged workers. For the top marks, candidates needed to explain four examples of impacts.
There were some excellent responses that centred on issues such as economic anti-Semitism and
‘strength through joy’.
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Exemplar 2
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Question 9

9* ‘The German people supported the war between 1939 and 1945." How far do you agree with this
view? [18]

Few candidates completed this question and it would be accurate to summarise that knowledge and
understanding for this question was not closely aligned to the war. The most common error was that
candidates were focused on knowledge which was too generic, and this could have been better if
examples such as the July plot were a greater focus.
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