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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper 39 series overview

This is the second year of the SHP History B paper: J411/39. Candidates were well prepared for the
demands of this paper overall and tackled both knowledge based and source questions well showing an
understanding of the breadth of the specification’s content and also how to apply their knowledge to the
constraints of the examination questions. There was a marked improvement on tackling questions this
year with more resilience shown by candidates enabling them to attempt all required questions rather
than omitting those that require longer essay style responses or require them to analyse multiple sources
and interpretations.
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Section A overview

Making of America, 1789-1900. This section of the examination paper is all knowledge based,
candidates are expected to answer every question from 1-3 and select an essay question from 4 and 5
to complete.

Question 1 (a)

The Making of America, 1789-1900

1 (a) Give one example of a group of people who migrated West between 1839 and 1860. [1]

Candidates performed very well on this question. The vast majority achieved one mark with the most
common responses relating to Plains Indians such as the Lakota Sioux, gold miners and Mormons.

Question 1 (b)

(b) Give one example of a way in which the lives of Plains Indians changed in the years
1877-1900. [1]

Again, candidates generally performed very well on this question. The vast majority achieved one mark
with the most common responses relating to destruction of buffalo, conversion to Christianity and
Reservations.

Question 1 (c)

(c) Give one example of how African Americans were discriminated against after the Civil War.

[1]

Again, candidates generally performed very well on this question. The vast majority achieved one mark
with the most common responses relating to the KKK, segregation and Black Codes.

How to answer 1a, 1b and 1c

Candidates are only required to answer these questions with one word or one phrase. Many
candidates are still writing a short paragraph which is not required.



www.xtrapapers.com

GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project) - J411/39 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Question 2

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses big business in America in the years 1877—
1900. Support your summary with examples. [9]

Those candidates who had revised the final time period of the Making of America module produced very
specific and detailed responses for this question which were articulate and achieved marks within Level
3. The candidates who performed well tended to relate their answers to the shift away from family or
individually owned business to the development of Bonanza Farms and Bonanza Cattle Ranches,
additionally many candidates analysed the impact of corporations such as the American Tobacco
Company. Candidates were expected to be able to support their summary with at least two specific
examples of Big Business from 1877-1900. They needed to frame their examples around a second order
concept which for most candidates led them to speak about the consequences of Big Business during
the time period. An example of a strong candidate’s response can be seen in the exemplar where the
candidate frames their first paragraph around the move away from individually owned businesses and
therefore the second order concept of change.

Lower ability candidates often gave examples which weren’t linked to Big Business for example speaking
about cotton plantations rather than cotton mills. Many also gave evidence outside of the time period for
example the cotton gin and slavery.

Second Order Concepts

Candidates are expected to frame their examples within their summary for question two around at
least one second order concept for example change, continuity, diversity, significance, similarity or
difference. Candidates do not explicitly have to state a second order concept. However they need to
understand the ‘analysis’ constraint of this question means that when they provide evidence for their
summary they then need to show why a historian would be interested in this information e.g. this was
significant because ... or this was different from what had gone before due to ...

This idea of ‘why would a historian be interested’ may be a beneficial way for teachers to deliver the
idea of second order concepts particularly for lower ability candidates rather than using the phrase
‘second order concepts’ which some candidates did state without having an understanding of what
they were.
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Question 3

3 Why did the building of the railroads have such a big impact on the Plains? Explain your answer
with examples. [10]

Most candidates achieved at least Level 3 on this question. Many candidates had an awareness of the
Plains and the railroad construction and could relate this knowledge to impact. Candidates were
expected to provide two or more explained points of why the construction of the railroads had an impact
on the Plains. Most candidates argued that the most significant impact on the Plains was the destruction
of the buffalo which was detrimental for the Plains Indian’s nomadic lifestyle. Many others outlined
arguments relating to the development of cow towns and the impact this had on both the Plains Indians
and on ease for transportation of products. Higher ability candidates provided at least two impacts and
explained these in reference to the question. Most lower ability candidates still managed to identify valid
impacts of the railroad construction on the Plains and achieve Level 3 however they didn’t explain their
points.
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Question 4

4* 'Slavery alone caused the American Civil War'. How far do you agree with this statement? Give
reasons for your answer. [18]

This was by far the most popular essay question for candidates. Most candidates had a strong
understanding of the link between slavery and the outbreak of the Civil War. Many candidates agreed
with the statement by explaining the outbreak of Civil War through arguments relating to the role of
abolitionists, the repeal of the Missouri Compromise with the Kansas Nebraska Act and the economic
tensions between north and south due to slavery. The more able candidates were also able to give
alternate causes for the Civil War for example Lincoln’s election and secession. Candidates achieved
higher marks on this question if they were able to explain how the four pieces of evidence they had given
were related to the question: causation of the American Civil War. Lower ability candidates identified
accurate causes of the Civil War such as Lincoln’s election but gave evidence which was not applicable
to causation of the Civil War such as the Emancipation Proclamation or simply described rather than
explained evidence which limited their marks to Level 2. A strong example of explanation in reference to
the question can be seen in the exemplar.

Exemplar 2
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Question 5

5% How far do you agree that control and ownership of land was the most important cause of conflict
in the early years of America, 1789-18387 Give reasons for your answer. [18]

This question was not opted for by many candidates. Those who did tackle this question on the earlier
time period performed well if they were able to explain specific examples relating to the control and
ownership of land such as The Battle of Fallen Timbers, The Indian Removal Act and The Louisiana
Purchase. Higher ability candidates also provided alternate arguments for what caused conflict such as
the introduction of slavery. Many lower ability candidates produced responses which were generic rather
than specific in terms of the examples they gave for why land caused conflict. For example, many
described how the American government encouraged Native Americans to move West rather than
supporting this with an explained example such as the Trail of Tears. Candidates achieved higher marks
on this question if they were able to explain how the four pieces the evidence they had given were
related to the question: causes of conflict in the early years of America.
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Section B

Question 6

Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945

6 What can Source A tell us about the Holocaust? Use the source and your own knowledge to
support your answer. [7]

Candidates were generally given Level 2 (4-5 marks) for identifying evidence and making an inference
based on the source. The most relevant comment to make here is that teachers had clearly taught the
skill of inference well this year, but few candidates got to Level 3 because the purpose of the source was
not explained. It would be worth explicitly focusing on the importance of provenance when teaching
candidates to answer source-based questions.

Question 7

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying the establishment
of the Nazi dictatorship between January and July 19337 In your answer, refer to the two sources
and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge. [15]

This question was not well answered by candidates. Too many candidates simply approached this by
summarising each of the three sources before making a summative comment on the utility. This level of
response is based on the surface features of the evidence and could not progress between Level 2.
Some candidates were able to move into the highest levels by explaining what can be learnt from the
evidence or explain the purpose of the evidence on a more critical level. The main lesson was that
candidates did not focus on the idea of establishing a dictatorship as identified in the question.

Question 8

8* 'The lives of all workers improved as a result of Nazi policies between 1933 and 1939." How far do
you agree with this view? [18]

This was the most popular essay question for Nazi Germany. Most candidates demonstrated a good
knowledge of policies that were related to work but did not always explain how these policies benefited
or disadvantaged workers. For the top marks, candidates needed to explain four examples of impacts.
There were some excellent responses that centred on issues such as economic anti-Semitism and
‘strength through joy’.
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Exemplar 3
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Question 9

9* ‘The German people supported the war between 1939 and 1945." How far do you agree with this
view? [18]

Few candidates completed this question and it would be accurate to summarise that knowledge and
understanding for this question was not closely aligned to the war. The most common error was that
candidates were focused on knowledge which was too generic, and this could have been better if
examples such as the July plot were a greater focus.
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Supporting you

For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results
services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level
and Cambridge Nationals.

It allows you to:

« review and run analysis reports on exam performance

« analyse results at question and/or topic level*

« compare your centre with OCR national averages

. identify trends across the centre

« facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses

« identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle

+ help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Training

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website.

www.ocr.org.uk
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OCR Resources: the small print

OCR'’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made

to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

Whether you already offer OCR quialifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocrorg.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:

resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?

There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Support Centre

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998

Facsimile 01223 552627

Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office

The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.


mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
www.ocr.org.uk
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

