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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations.  They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.  The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper 2 series overview 
The short comprehension questions were generally very well answered and candidates scored highly in 
these questions.  The 4-mark and 8-mark analysis of a passage questions were good differentiators and 
candidates that did not have a firm understanding of the text found these more difficult.  Some 
candidates did not refer to the Latin when asked to do so in the question and lost marks because of that.  
On these questions, the candidates must be sure to answer the question explicitly.  Candidates who 
simply quoted the Latin and translated did not answer the question.  Care must be taken to make sure 
that some personal response to the question has been made.  The translation question was challenging 
for some and showed that there is no substitution for knowing in detail the meaning of the text.  In the 
translation it was relatively common for the smaller words (e.g. conjunctions) to be omitted.  The 
overarching 10-mark question was generally well answered, and candidates seemed to have enjoyed 
the content of the set texts.  Candidates must avoid vague answers and should aim to give a balanced 
answer, in this case referring to both the male and female characters. 
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Question 1 (a) 

Generally, well answered.  Some candidates incorrectly answered that the reason Paetus was taken to 
Rome was because Scribonianus had been killed.  

Question 1 (b) 

Very well answered.  Candidates needed to give some rendering of ascensurus, so it was not enough 
just to say that Paetus was about to sail on a boat. 

Question 1 (c) 

Very well answered. 
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Question 1 (d) 

Generally, well answered, although there are still a significant minority of candidates who do not quote 
the Latin, despite being asked to do so in the question.  Candidates must also remember to answer the 
question, rather than simply quote and translate.  They need to say how Pliny shows the determination 
of Arria.  Candidates are also expected to show that they understand the meaning of the Latin they have 
quoted.  A full translation is not necessary, but a paraphrase or some evidence that they understand the 
meaning is needed. 

The exemplar material is an example of a correctly answered 4-mark style question including good use 
of quotation, translation and analysis to answer the question. 

Exemplar 1 
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Question 2 (a) 

 

Generally, well answered.  Both content and style points were allowed on this question.  A fair number of 
candidates made good style points concerning the sound effect of ingenti impetus impegit.  Candidates 
must make sure that they quote the Latin and make clear what sound effect they are referring to in their 
answer. 

Question 2 (b) 

Some candidates gave an example of Arria’s behaviour but did not say what this tells us about the 
character of Arria.  This is a 2-mark, two-part question.  Reading the question carefully and 
understanding the requirements of the question is crucial. 
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Question 2 (c) 

This question was challenging for some candidates.  Candidates needed to clearly identify which of 
Arria’s actions they thought Pliny admired more.  This was not always made clear by candidates. 

Question 3 

 

The 8-mark analysis of a passage question proved to be the best differentiator in the paper.  There were 
many points that could be made by candidates both with respect to style and content, and a large 
number of candidates wrote excellent answers.  Some candidates did not refer to the Latin and lost 
marks accordingly.  Candidates should also make sure they show that they understand the meaning of 
the Latin.  This could be through a direct translation or paraphrase, or by making it clear in their answer 
as a whole.  Answering the question is the final requirement, in other words saying how Pliny creates an 
emotional and moving scene by using the Latin words quoted.  The best quotes are short and pithy.  For 
candidates to get in top two levels, some comment on the style must be made in addition to content 
points.  Candidates should aim to make at least two style points.  There were quite a few mistranslations 
and quotes that did not match up to the candidate’s translation this year.  Candidates must take care not 
to simply write a commentary with little or no reference to the question. 

The exemplar material shows some good style points made by the candidate.  The Latin has been 
quoted and translated and the candidate has analysed the Latin to explain how it answers the question. 

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions 
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Exemplar 2 
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Question 4 (a) 

 

This question was challenging for many candidates.  The first part of the answer about Fundanus not 
being able to express in words was well answered.  However, many candidates did not refer specifically 
to the wound in his heart and therefore lost the second mark.  Candidates must make sure that they 
make clear the full meaning of the Latin in their answer to comprehension questions. 

Question 4 (b) 

Generally, well answered.  The examiner was looking for the key contrast between preparations for the 
wedding and preparation for the funeral.  The answer required more than just a straight translation of the 
Latin.  

The exemplar material is an example of a candidate correctly identifying the contrast Pliny is making 
here.  

Exemplar 3 
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Question 5 (a)  

 

Mostly well answered.  Reading the question is obviously vital.  The question asks candidates to pick out 
the word that tells us what had spread, so the Latin word manant is incorrect as it merely indicates that 
something is spreading.  

Question 5 (b)  

The Latin in this section is quite dense, so there is a lot of information for the candidate to put in their 
answer.  Candidates who didn’t know the exact meaning of the Latin were shown up by this question. 

Question 5 (c) 

The mark scheme required reference to ancestors and the rearing of children.  Candidates often left out 
relevant parts of the phrase in their answer and lost marks because of that. 
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Question 6 

 

Many candidates wrote perfect translations and they clearly had an excellent knowledge of the text.  
However, there was a significant minority of candidates who did not know the meaning, and either 
omitted part or even all the translation.  Knowledge of the test is vital for the literature papers.  Common 
errors included omission of enim and autem.  The future infinitive fore also caused difficulties. 
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Question 7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were plenty of potential answers in this lively passage and many candidates picked out excellent 
points in their answer.  As in Question 1(d) candidates needed to refer to the Latin and show 
understanding of the meaning.  Some candidates gave relevant quotations but did not show how the 
words added to the persuasive nature of the speech.  Candidates must make sure that they answer the 
question.  
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Question 8 

Most candidates answered this overarching essay question well.  Common pitfalls were not backing up 
personal response with clear evidence from the text.  Vague answers were relatively common.  Some 
candidates referred at length to the female characters, but barely mentioned the male characters.  
A balanced answer was needed for the highest marks.  In this question candidates should aim for at 
least 5 points, with each point giving their own personal response as well as evidence from the text.  
Latin quotations were not required for this question.  

The exemplar is an example of a candidate showing good personal response to answer the 10-mark 
overarching question combined with accurate and specific references to the text. 
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Exemplar 4 

 

 

 

 

Copyright information 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level 
and Cambridge Nationals. 

It allows you to:

•	 review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

•	 analyse results at question and/or topic level*

•	 compare your centre with OCR national averages 

•	 identify trends across the centre 

•	 facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

•	 identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

•	 help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/ 

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website. 

www.ocr.org.uk

Su
pp

or
ti

ng
 y

ou
www.xtrapapers.com

http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/activeresults
https://www.ocr.org.uk/


Th
e 

sm
al

l p
ri

nt OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile	 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk
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OCR Customer Support Centre

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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