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'I'HE Law Commission is
expected to recommend divorce
by consent in a report ta the Lord
Chancellor which will be pub-
lished this week.

This wil be the first major
reform of substantive law to be
recommended by thi$ new body of
paid servants of the Crown, set up
last year by the Government under
the inspiration of the Lord Chan-

‘cellor, Lord Gardiner, and with ‘to accept this recormnepdauon,

Ml‘ JUSthe Scarman as chalrman

It is understood that the Com-
mission has broadly accepted the

by a Staff Rep'ortg(
analysis of the, report of the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury’s Committes,

‘headed by the Bishop of Exeter, Dr-

Robert Mortimer. This committee
reported in July and recommended

‘the abolition .of -the doctrine . of

the  'matrimonial - off#nce, ie,
adultery, cruelty or desertion, and
its substitution by a new doctrine
of the irretrievable breakdown of
the marriage. - -

The Law Commlssmn is unable

Jargely. because of the immniense

-volume rof -work - whi¢h it* WOuld-,
mvolve for the courts Instead it

i

3 Cathélic nor the

Wllson—BrOWn
arl f;et clash

1

by NORA BELOFF -our

A SPLlT has developed between
the Prime Minister and ‘George
Brown, the Foreign Secretary,
over when and. on what 'terms
Britain should renew her bid to
join the Common Market. -

Mr Heath’s dramatic challenge
to the Government yesterday to go
‘beyond vague declarations and spell

- out its:. -precise intentions reflects
views ‘privately held by both

Mr Brown and Mr George Thom-
son, ‘Charcellor of the Duchy. of
Lancasfer, who has responsibility
for Common Market matters.

Both have met ‘all the West Euro-
pear leaders, and have already told
their Cabinet colleagues that clarifica-
tion of policy is essential.

.Commbon Market advocates i in the

Cabinet—and- they are in a substan- .

tial majority—are wondering whether
Mr Wilson'is merely over-oplimistic

in thinking" he -obtain entry on
very much Nf terms thad those
egotiated.by Mr Heath, or whether
\g‘}&ntends deliberately to provoke
an rebuff'which will put the onus

of Brifain’s exclusron on Geieral ¢:

Gaulle,
'Diﬁerences
The differences. of - nvxew have

not prevented the continuation of

Cibinet talks which are now amount-
ing to intricate quasi-diplomatic nego-
tiations begween. the Ministers .them-
selves.
Europe it was agreed that decisions
were: now needed at' the- top. -
George Thomson is understood to
have reported that Britain.would not
be admitfed tp the Mirket unless réady

to, sign the Rothe Treaty and accept
the subséquent gonventions, including-,

the common; agriculturai policy.
Negotiations woulgd
price levels and the length of the

transition period for adapting Britain's ™

farm policies. Brown and Thomson

would like a clear commztment along .

these lines,

Once this is done the’ way would
be gpen ~for unofficial- discussions
withi Britain's prospéctive partners on
concrete issues. The hope would be
that this time there’ would be mo

official application: for entry until -

the terms were known to be accept-
able to all. .

The Prime’ Minister is as full
aware as Mr Brown that, for both
international and - domeéstic - reasons,
something will have to be done. He
is particularly anxious to ‘take some
new initiative which would be wel-
come to’private business: and ‘serve
as an encouragement for the much
needed revival of capital investment.

He is also- convinced that Britain
needs wider markets but he believes
there may be ' alternatives to the
Common Market. .

Some - of "his advisers, Nicholas

Kaldor, for example, would argue -

that, on purely economic grounds,
Britain would do -far better in the
. United States,

‘which  might

At the Chegjuers mgeting on °

be"mainly over

i
|
!

Political Correspondent

There are also vague -proposals,
interest. ‘the Prime
Minister, for a wider free-tride area,
‘either European or transaflantic, and
he feels -strongly that Britain would
be in a much’ better position when
negotiating with the Market¥.
nations if she could: claun to have
alternatives. -

The timing of the new mnahve is
also creating difficulties: it is ‘now
widely - rumoured’ that if Britain did
join the Six, the pound might be

- devalued. . Mr Wilson is determined

to avoid any new risk . to' sterling
which .might. be provoked by. a. pre-
mature announcement. - before the

" pound has fully recovered.. He is

refusmg to be hustled. .

The Dutch Foreign Sectetaty Dr
Josef Luns, dined with the Primy
Minister last Monday and warned hxm

that if Britain wanted to join the Six

she must accept-the Treaty:of Rome
‘and all- subsequent convenfiors. .-
He insisted that this was the “posi-
tion from which Britain must bargain
with the French, and could not expect
her allies to edlate for her.-. But he,
certainly did not get. the- impression
that Mr Wilson had ‘accepted this
verdict, or was ready to act on it

Time is short, says. Heath : Page 2

Brown going
to-Moscow

Moscow, 5 November.—Mr George
Brown, the Foreign: Secretary, - ll

- make an informal visit to: Moscow on

22-23 November it was announced
tonight—AP. .
Full report: Page 5

',plumps for the srmpler remedy of
. divorce by~ consent

‘number of years separation.

1t is understood that the Commis-
sion has deferred certain important

. issues.such as the question:of the
children of a marriage and the:

apportionment of property be-
tween the parties.. Recommenda-
tions on these will follow later,

Fallure ten

.years. ago
The report is bound to be highly
conttofersml

of divotce by consent without gomg
back on Jong-held: doctrines,

Thére may also be some- cntrclsm‘

of the- Commission for.going be-

yond ‘what was “understood .to be |

its proper. fanction of tackling
branches of ‘the law which are un-
clear or contradictory. What it has
done is to tackle a conttoversial

1 branch of the law in the spirit of

a. Royal ‘Commission.

. The last Royal’ Comrmssxon on
Mamage and Divorce reported 10
years, -ago  but was ' hopelessly
divided in its recommendations. It

is.its failure to agree that has given-

the Law - Commxssxon its tltle to
take charge of the issue.

Members of. the "Commission |

were in session at Oxford early last

“summer together with members of

Archblshop Ramseys commxttee

Prlvate Blll
for reform

. Among ‘those - present on . this.

occasion ‘was Sir Jocelyn Simon,
the Lord Chief Justice.: It is undes-
stood’ that 'he was' then ‘won ‘qver

to a -considerable ~measure of |

| Wilson ', recelveS’
Labour MP: for: Pontypool, to:add"

acceptance  of .the concept of
divorce : by consent

An . attempt by Mr Leo Abse,

marriage” breakdown- to. -existing
grounds for' dryorce failed. three
years-ago. But he was given:léave
by the House of - Commons. last
morith 4o’ introduce a new. Private
Members B111«w1th this object’ :
Members of the;Law Commission
are Mr Laurence Gower, Professor

of Law at'the University. of Lagos; .

Mr Neil Lawson, QC; Recorder. of
Folkestone ;  Mf ‘Norman. Marsh,

‘formerly- -Drrector of - the . Bnnsh'
-Institute of International and Com-
‘parativeLaw; and- Mr. Andrew:
"Martm Professor of . International {.
‘and:Compatative Law, Umvers1ty )
'of Southampton\

T a given

Neither the Roman |
}thboatt?Ohﬁrc‘hee'
! .could possibly acceépt; ‘the- concept

Man ﬂees

guardin
hospital -

by PETER DEELEY

A MAN under observatron by
detectives in .a “London. hospital
escaped yesterday after leaving a
dummy figure made out of books in
the bed of his private rogm.
Aftér an extensive police search_ no
trace had been found of him last night,

ind large—scs.le Scotland Yard mvestr-
gation, ~ -

The man- had been detamed for
questioning. No. charge -had been

being kept .under surveillance partly
for his own.safety. . It was feared that
-a. London. gang might harm him. |
: The mawn, a-chickenpox suspect,
-escaped from Hither Green isolation
hospital early yesterday moming: He
was being Kept under a 24-hour gua.rd

ospital- grounds; Police. believe ‘that
heg)t aﬁ:} ‘1 a waiting <ar.: L

'Oh Friday, four men went to visit
him’in hospital’ but the-police’ gutrds,

caller, sallowed - only . one - person,
relative, lnto the room. "

Salvatlon

to play

TI-IE Salvation A.rmy has; volrm-
teered t0 step - into :the breach left

service for Rhodesian war dead.
_The offer,” by the Army’s -Chalk

Farm, N. London, branch, was made

yesterday to Mr Tom. Lawler, secre-

gumably ithere can :be no controversy
about a rehgrou's nisation prowd
ing music :for & religious. ceremony.’
On Friday, 24 hours after agreeing ‘to

on advice from the Commonwealth
cal oonsequence.

\

Smith’s answer |
by our’ Polltlc,a[ Correspondent

effment’s. proposal

Mr leson discussed it over the tele-'
phone from Bradford with’ the 'Com-'
monwealth ~ Secretary, . Mr . Herbert
Bowden, and Commonwea.lth ‘officials

Britain's -position; -
-probably make:a %
-Commons-early tl:us

from police|:

His identity-is not- bemg -revealed but
he is wnderstood-to be a vital witness’

preferred .against him-..and he was

on the hospitpl'y first ﬂoor
*‘After His dis: a dressing-| -
wh'and. pyj!{masWexefo\md’inm"

actitig on instiuctions "to ‘theck eVery'

“Army oﬁ’ers |

by the Scots Guards® baand’s refusal |
to’ play at'next Sunday’s memonal_

tary of the Anglo-Rliodesian Soclety,i
organuﬁc of the servwe o
ler-shid' last_night: Pre-

play, the Scots Guards’ band withdrew |
Relations Office because of 1ts politi-

* Mr Ian Srmth s answer to the Gov-.
. “"bringing,
| Rhodesia back to’ constltunonal Tule:
wasieceived by Mr Wilson yesterday .

are now examining the.text to see how |.
‘far Mr Smith. has moved.: towards'|.
Mr “Wilson will:
|’ Dorset, and ‘in’ Ba

FLOODS, carrying mud and sew-
gge are feared to- have- damagboid
eyond . repair maay irreplaceable
works of art in Northern Italy. °
The histori¢ cities ‘of Florence,

are feared. dead, .

omeless.

Officials said the water had caused
more damage to Floren¢e and’its art
‘treasures than all the Gghting around
the city in' the ‘Second -World War..

- The Amo River, fed by two:-weeks
of heavy rain, spilled over its-
yesterday. and poured in. torrents
“through the narrow streets of - the city.
It was feared tha
the fourmenth-eenmry fortress-like
bridge. spanning the Arno, might col-
lapse. Goldsmithg’:shops, which once
made the bridge one of Italy’s greatest
tourist attractions, disappeared, = .

--Arxchives-Jost . -

ds of the cxty was, ﬂooded
t%gight of: §totni, whérd
the Amd turét . m bank. It has
now sub ded, buit today rhany quar-
thout power, light or drink-

‘ing’ water. Food and ) 4id are

Signorin, were a é gmire today. -
I the- Uffizi«Gallery, the Renars-

sance treasure-house “of ‘the. Medicis,

the entire photbfraphic archives of

besides & number of original  works
that- were being restored. . ‘One, by
Gibtto, was saved in the nick of time,

e bronze gates of theé eleventh-

NON-SI' OP: rain brought chaos to
‘the West Country yesterday. Flood-
water on- Toal
feet deep in p :

"Rail lmks between London -and
South Wales were: disrupted when_a
water-logged bank colla;
line . betweén Chipping S0
‘Badmmton, sin Gloucestershire,:

Trains were divérted through Bath,
struggled *to” move .150. tons of mud

~ :| from the track."

In anml, thiree. mchec of mn had
fallen in; 24 hours,. This is: normally
: ge city's ;total’ forthe-, whols_ of -
ovember.: Traffi
duced to a crawl:

y-wag. eftwnlfout‘

Pping Sodbury
: -telephone or.road links, with, - Bristo)

Frome, jn ‘Somerdet, wis’ deecrxbed’
by the-AA as.a town “suddenly-cot
offdfrsgm the- o\li%dezg’dd.‘dSh‘e]:h
an ops. were floo and- police:
diverted trafficiround ithe’ town.

-Motoring, 14 Wi were mun
dated wrth q%s d ;
ditions in "the ‘West, .- In -many; cases
drivers were told: ‘Don't try-to get

through—it isn't worth- it *"

.The AA watned-of further ﬂoodmg
danger, . partxcul 'g'. in; Blandford,

Police in Bath said' they wouid put

; a flood disaster’ emergency plan info'-

1d:| operation : if{ the' River, Avon’ rose"

another mne inches,

-

Ovetni;

Stormg strnck across Europe from ltaly to ‘Britain tlns weekend.
Frome in Somersét’ (left) was flooded, and in Florence (nght)
: fioods wrecked shops on the famous Ponte Vecclno. R

'68 dead in

Venice and Slena were among the .

. .- banks, :

" broken and:‘shaky,

homes awssh with ;
plying ia‘.ross the Pidzza Satt Marco®

‘being, flown' in by helicoptérs, - The s
msxde ‘of thé cathedral 4nd-the Bap- -
| tistry, ‘like | the * “great Piazza della

130,000 - negatives . were . destroyed, .

was-more than four

on-to the -
lmry and:

The . line was. immediately clesed.‘;'"

| T . WEATHER

Bristol and- Gloucester as workmen " -
wés ,ted or re- et

MOUTHSHIRE,

ght, the .

' from GEORGE BLACK: Rome, 5 November.

centm-y Baptistry were damaged. Five
of 10 panels in I.orenzo Ghiberti's
“Paradise Gate' were forced out by
the flood waters that raged.through
the “cathedral square, and Andrea

"szanos South - Door was also-
worst  hit- places. At least 68 people | damaged.
jured, and_tens of o dsdsm vl

an ‘made -
l: © onsat . that over 90 per cent of the paintings

. But: Dr. Uéo Proea.ccx, superin
tendent of Florentine Museums, said

on the ground floor of the Uffizi were
safe.” Other reports said that 8,000

less - valuable pdintings- were under
~‘watermthe basement. - :

The ﬁfteenth-cenmry Strozzi Palaee
was badly damaged. All the furnish-
ings -and -oollection of Renaissance

t the Ponte Veochio | weapons in the Bargello Museum were

covered in slime and mud. Many
museums and galleries could not. be
reached 36 hours after the ﬂood

_struck.

In Venice gondolas were smﬁshed
submerged boats hurled on to’ canal
:scores... of .stone footbridges

,. and: shops and
-Bodts were

“<the . most splendid drawing-room
in, Europe * had become a lake.

¥ ‘Groeeeto, a, city ‘of 47,000, mhabl-,

tants on the coast: betweeh Florence

Rome, was #till. totally. covered'

and water was 10 ft deep in. most
places, Trento, in- the north, was. hit
'OVermght by flodds -from: the River

Ac}xtge, which poured into a level of |

With: train - services between the
narth and south hit and road links
dm'upted -the - country * has beén

_virtually cut in half. Winter sowings

of- crops haVe been badly damaged

Storms hit west

level had" nsen elght feet above the

no
Snow fell in s of the South’ yes-
terday. The M1 and M2 motorways

were both aﬁected at times, .

» TODAY’S

Lonvon, S.E.,-CENT. S. -ENGLAND, E.
MIDLANDS, BAST ANGLIA, CHANNEL
Fehuns. booomming. B e, wmes
erhaps 11, er Cr. n
'N.E.,. moderate or fresh locally strong.-
“Rather cold, max.: temp 8C, 46F.

“with  showers nnd “sunny - intervals.:.
“Wind ~ N:E: to-- érate. fresh:

" Jocally strong. * Rndaercold max.temp,

SC, 48F.,
W Mmmm)s. S W, AND Mox-
Eng-
LAND 3. Cloudy at ﬁrst, becommg bri ter
later. with~ scattered - shqwers.” inds;
N.E. to N., modera(e. Rather. cold max.
temp. 9C,* 48F
N. .WaLES, ‘IsLE: or: ‘MAN, - Bonners.
Bnmnunon AND E. Sccm.AND SW.
Sm-n‘_mn, 'GLASGOW,: ARGYLL AND N.
. JRELAND :* Npeﬁods and . scattered
: showers.,* Wind"N.E. to N., moderste to.

fresh, Rather-cold, max. temp, 8C, 46F. | |

Lum Dlsnuc’r NW AND-N.E. ENg--
periods and scattered
over highi- giound.:
rnodemte or fresh.’
max, temp 8C, -46F.

Omoox Sutmy\penods and showers.:

showers Some snOW-.
Winds ‘N.E. to N.,
‘Rather: cold,.

“THE RAF photograph ‘of a
Soviet * Bison bomiber - being
escorted. away~ from_ Britain by
Lightning interceptors disclosed
last week only -one -incident in a
game of high-aititude - peek-a-
boo which has been goiig on

contmuously for a consrderablel

time.
- In one week recently there were
l 6 interceptions of various types of

Soviet aircraft on reconnalssance‘

over the North Sea.

Most of the aircraft—Bison, Bear
and Badger bombers—have returned
10 their bases in northern Russia with-

-out venturing closer than 100" miles

- off the British mainland. But one has
{l?wndswnhm 10 miles" of the Shetland
slan

The object of th missions is

thought. to be threefold: (I) oblique - *

i
*

S very con‘q:tly.

So pohte th1s

“by ANDREW WILSON, our Defence Correspondent

radar photqgraphy, which.” at. . the’

most’: common._interception altitude. -
*(about 38,000, ft),‘becomes. possible up..
to 240 miles from thercoast;. (2) elec- ‘, .
troni¢isearching for NATO radar fre- " :

quencies, g mission also pérformed by |

Soyiet trawlers; () testing - the alert- -

néss of NATO:air defences

-The four-engmed Bxson, wuh a
7,000-mile range,.is'a newcomer.:to

the North. -Sea reconnaxssance -gamel

The most-common- * intruder” is ‘the

turbo-prope er Bear; which -is cap- -

able, 1n tsistrike role, of: attatking
targets in North Amenca During the
past month, for unexplamed reasons,
the Bears ‘have. been flying - farther
south than-they used to. .

No sinister motjves . dre attributed .
to the Russians, who are:legally en-

titled to fly where they wish, so long

as they do not infringe our airspace.
Moreover, their p!lots are said. to act "
-But:, the Sovxet

1

files Into:N

anmio
radar networ_l(. ™.

not fied by
radar statlone.

KR Rusélan alrcrafr 2. Fig}ner command 3 Fluhter statlons 4, Pllot lnterce ts :

Sea* sp

alerted by Russian aircraft;
.Command-HQ,,  escorts it out of
) “scramble’ ordered ‘range and goes on-
by radarstaﬂuns. to land In Norway.

‘patrols, including night movements;
present a round-the-clock challenge to'
‘the a’]ertness of RAF Fxghter Com-
man

* First warmng oi a Russian an-eraft
approaching is an unidentified * blip”,

s on the network. of, NATO' raqar

. screens stretching farfmorth and soi
 British. ISIH.« Snoh )Jhps ’a’g

T

of-th

1mmed1a1ely checked agamst the ﬂlght

. plans which must be filed by all @vil

aircraft and ‘are supplied every day
to -Command ‘headquarters at, Stan-
more, near’ London.. .

.If there is no registered fii
responding -with the ‘blrp? 3
Command authorises.the’ appr
ﬁghtu- umts to ‘scramble. (

(-3

game

for action). But the actual order to

take off is given by a master radar| -

.station, which -knows the: intruder’s
.- cburse,

get .airborne..

Lightnings on alertcantake' F fn |}
eeconds and “reach 40,000 ft: in two |:

° minutes. But for cetime .ifk
" tioris-they more o fly subsonii y
towards their target, co! ‘guper

somc capacity until it is wanted.- ’I‘he ) '

al interception.is:made by the
cmft's own radar and’ conllglter, gwmg
the pilot his _course. does not-

actually ‘sec his. quarry uitil ‘he is || ‘

within a couple of miles of it.

The. interceptor. stays wrth. the, '
intruder for-about. 10_minutes. _The'|-

Russian™ crew -wave: coffee .
from their cock,pilt. ‘The RAF tesponds
with. V-sigas. the Russian aircraft
tahtrhng its’ ume—nnd most. of them

"Russians across the North Sea and
lnndinNorway. -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

S.W. ENcLAND:" Becoming - brighter |. .. -

e best “interception: point
; and; theret‘ore, the right: moment'to |

-Or they may follow the |.\

" Plane hits

snowstorm

Iyushin air liner of Air Mali crashed
in the French Alps during a snow-
storm” tonight with® seven . people
taboard, police reported.

Zagreb, in Yugoslavia,  to ;Marseilles
for repairs when it crashéd - into” a
mountain wall 6,000 ft ﬁfp near Esting,
about 60 miles north (e

- Those on board were all crew:

African airline, There was.litfle hope
of ﬁndmg any of them alive.”

killed at least 11 peoplmmgagnsxouihm

storms brought dxmster to three
- Alpine provmces

US to cu.t call-up

The Uni Secre-

V‘etnam yvotﬂd be dlowed down‘

Alpsin
NIcg, 5 November—A Russian-made

'I'heplanewm;ona.ﬂrghtﬁ'om'

members- or technicians of_the West -

Austria ‘as’ heavy snow and rain-

- Defence
tary, ‘Robert MéNamarma, said in
Johnson City, Texas, yesterday that -
the cail-up might be cut: by half next.
year because the US troop build-up in
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