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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technigue, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Assessment structure change

Following feedback from teachers and examiners, we are replacing the 6-mark combined assessment
objective questions in GCSE Religious Studies J625. These changes will make our assessment more
straightforward for students, teachers and examiners. We have also made a minor change to a level of
response descriptor in the mark scheme. These changes will be introduced for the 2020 exam series.

What has changed?

e For Components 01-05 (Beliefs and teachings and Practices) the 6-mark question which was
previously assessed using a combination of AO1 and AO2, is being replaced by a 6-mark
guestion which will be assessed using AO1 only.

o For Components 06—10 (the religion, philosophy and ethics papers) there are two 6-mark
guestions. One will continue to be assessed using AO1, and the other which previously used a
combination of AO1 and AO2, will now be assessed using AO2 only.

¢ In our levels of response descriptors we have changed ‘adequate but underdeveloped’ to
‘satisfactory’.

e We haven't changed 15 mark questions which are assessed using a combination of AO1 and
AO2, or made any changes to the specification content.

How are we supporting you?

We have updated the sample assessment materials to reflect these changes for ‘Christianity Beliefs
and teachings and Practices’, 'Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a Christian
perspective’, so you can see what our new question papers and mark schemes will look like. These can
be found under the assessment tab on the GCSE Religious Studies qualification pages. We will update
the sample assessment materials for the remaining components ready for teaching in September 2019.

In September we are hosting a webinar which will add further clarification to this update, and answer any
guestions which this might raise. Look out for more information on how to book your space on this in the
next few weeks.

In September we will also provide a candidate exemplar resource, which will provide more details about
these changes to help your students become familiar with the knowledge and skills needed in our
qualification.

If you would like further information please contact the Religious Studies Subject Advisor on
01223 553998 or email religious.studies@ocr.org.uk.
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Paper 5 series overview

GCSE Religious Studies Paper 5 is the Hinduism-Beliefs, Teachings and Practices paper. It assesses
both candidates’ knowledge and understanding of key elements which are part of Hinduism as it is
practiced in the contemporary world and the ability to discuss and evaluate the impact of Hindu belief
and practice on different groups of Hindus.

All questions and sections of questions are compulsory, and the majority of candidates at least
attempted the entire paper, with 2 (d) the section most commonly left unattempted. No wholly blank
scripts were observed. In comparison to the previous year this was a substantial improvement, with
candidates appearing more confident in their recognition and use of technical language.

Candidates who did well on the paper tended to be well prepared in terms of exam skills. They were
aware of the different requirements for different types of question, offering focused and succinct
response to short answer questions rather than talking around the question. Most candidates were also
aware that more than a few lines offering a personal opinion would be required to deal adequately with
the (e) parts.

With regards to part (e) questions, while candidates have been successfully encouraged to include a
range of views on an issue, these are often presented as additional knowledge rather than being
engaged with discursively. Since the level descriptors explicitly limit the marks available for pure
knowledge to 3 out of 15, and the AO2 descriptors expressly require developed discussion and analysis
for the higher levels simply adding more views does not automatically equate to higher level marks.
Overall the most common form taken by responses to (e) part questions is that of blocks of knowledge
which may include some justified viewpoints, but which are discursive only in that they describe different
perspectives on the stimulus - they neither relate to one another nor analyse the views contained in
them. Candidates using this approach therefore struggle to demonstrate the ‘comment on’ and/or
‘comparison of’ elements required for the highest level AO2 marks.
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Question 1 (a)

1 (a) Outline the difference between sakam karma and nishkam karma.

Responses to this question were mixed overall with candidates split fairly evenly between those who
were clear on the distinction between selfish and selfless karma and those who were not. Candidates
gained a mark for knowing what karma is but without more specific knowledge many did not achieve
more than that single mark.

A common error was to classify one of them as positive and the other as negative karma; it was possible
to develop this in ways which included some creditable material but as a statement of the meanings of
the two terms it is incorrect as sakam (selfish) karma results from morally good actions as well as bad

ones.

Exemplar 1

WM Iud Awagnts gﬂzmﬂgef bad k...
Mihtam.. Mmmm m Bult. ﬁym@a i,

BN, ... AL .. PAAVN . O VOO, T LR 1048..
B LRI Lt - ). Y72l KA. 0 el Kawrag....

!_m!‘j-.‘..;dt#m:--l%m-‘lg-u‘a|lu|‘++|++iu++|.|++n+u_‘|li+u++n-+||++u++|+u++!.i++|.+|.|u.lu‘uuh-lu:-.u ------ dadsETTE A mamma v wman

Exemplar 1 shows a typical response which gains one mark for the knowledge that karma is the
consequences of previous lives playing out in future ones but cannot gain further credit since there is no
clear understanding of the two forms specified in the question.
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Question 1 (b)

(b) Describe one Hindu belief about the nature of the atman.

- [3]

Most candidates addressed this question well. All seemed to be aware of the concept of the atman and
the most common response was to describe it in terms of an eternal soul.

Question 1 (c)

(c) Describe what Hindus mean when they use the term ‘liberation’.

... [31

Most candidates were able to offer a creditable response to this question, writing about the end of
samsara and/or freedom from karma. However, a substantial minority of candidates appeared to be
under the impression that Question 2 (b) (Outline what Hindus mean by the term ‘detachment’.) was
asking them about the same concept specified in this question.
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Question 1 (d)

(d) Explain why Hindus might disagree about the relationship between Brahman and the world.

Candidates who did well on this question focused on the material world, maya and/or samsara in their
responses. Some distinguished Brahman from personal forms of deity, or considered the difference
between nirguna and saguna Brahman in this context. Others focused in a more general way on the
difference between monist and dualist understandings of reality (they did usually use these terms, and
they were not required to do so in order to gain marks). However, candidates who did less well wrote
detailed responses about the connections between Brahman and atman, rather than focussing on the
world, as required by the question. Some candidates also drifted off the point into consideration of Hindu
attitudes to environmental issues.

Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 demonstrates a response which gained full marks, clearly addressing both what Hindus
might believe about the nature of Brahman and why/how differences in these understandings lead to
different views about Brahmans connection to the world. It is useful to note that the knowledge and
understanding displayed is sufficient for full marks even though the candidate has misapplied the term
‘dualists’ to their account of nirguna Brahman and Advaita (unnamed) - the chosen word is wrong, but
the understanding of the concept they wish to communicate is clear and adequate.

Question 1 (e)

(e) ‘People have no control over their future rebirths.’
Discuss this statement. In your answer, you should:

* Analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent
views within Hinduism

*  Refer to sources of wisdom and authority. [15]

# Spelling, punctuation and grammar [3]

The most common approach to this question was to take the view that people have control over the
karma they create in their current lifetime even if they do not know and/or cannot change the karma built
up from previous births. Some candidates also considered detachment from karma as relevant to this
guestion. Overall most candidates presented a fairly simplistic understanding of good karma as leading
directly to moksha and so concluded that if a person were good enough over a succession of lifetimes
they would be able to control and ultimately end their rebirths. It was interesting to note that many
candidates who did understand selfish/selfless karma, as required for Question 1 (a), did not translate
that understanding into these more extended discussions of the concept.
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Exemplar 3
# Spelling, punctuation and grammar [3]
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Exemplar 3 demonstrates a typical e part response, consisting of three paragraphs of justified or
developed views on the issue.

Question 2 (a)

2 (a) Name three of the four margas.

.. [3]

This question proved problematic for many candidates with a substantial number of incorrect responses
being offered. Candidates offered three purusharthas, 3 parts of the mahayuga, 3 of the ashramas and 3
different lokas. The confusion appeared to arise from an unfamiliarity with the term ‘marga’ with
candidates guessing which of the sets of four things they knew about might be meant by that term. In
spite of this confusion though very few candidates left the question unattempted.
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Question 2 (b)
(b) Outline what Hindus mean by the term ‘detachment’.

A lot of candidates, in effect, repeated their response to Question 1 (c), on liberation, here - writing about
the separation of the atman from the body or from samsara. Some of them attempted to reverse this,
and framed it as the trapping of the atman within samsara and therefore being separated (detached)
from Brahman. Most candidates taking these approaches seemed to begin with a general English-
language understanding of being unattached - often offering a definition as a starting point - and then
looked for something in their knowledge of Hinduism which might fit that understanding. Those
candidates who answered the question well did appear to begin with a recognition of this as a Hindu-
specific term.
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Question 2 (c)

(c) Why might a Hindu go on a pilgrimage?

. [3]

Answers to this question were often quite generic but this did not prevent them gaining full marks. The
wording of the question meant that candidates could write an abstract consideration of pilgrimage in
principle, give a list of different reasons or develop one or two reasons in relation to an example. All
three of these approaches were seen used successfully.

It is worth noting that some candidates appeared to have studied both Hinduism and Islam and confused
the two - a small but noticeable minority of responses spoke of having to do pilgrimage to Makkah once
in a lifetime as a core religious requirement and some even reference the Ka’'baa as the home of
Brahman.

Question 2 (d)

(d) Explain why sadhus/sadhvis might be important for Hindus.

This was the question most commonly left unattempted. It was also sometimes attempted with some
very generalised material that strongly implied a lack of recognition of the key terms in the question.
Candidates who achieved good marks on this question were aware that they were being asked about a
specific kind/group of holy people within Hindu traditions and were able to talk about the different ways in
which an individual who is themselves liberated, or close to it, can be of help to others seeking liberation.
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Question 2 (e)

(e)* ‘Dharma is the only thing that really matters.’
Discuss this statement. In your answer, you should:

*  Analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent
views within Hinduism

«  Refer to sources of wisdom and authority. [15]

Most candidates took the approach of arguing that since there are concepts in Hinduism besides dharma
it cannot be the only important thing. This perspective does imply a limited understanding of the concept
of dharma and its relationship to other aspects of Hinduism but it allowed for a degree of discussion by
proposing an alternative candidate to be the only thing that matters - karma was the most common
choice.
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Supporting you

For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results
services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level
and Cambridge Nationals.

It allows you to:

« review and run analysis reports on exam performance

« analyse results at question and/or topic level*

« compare your centre with OCR national averages

. identify trends across the centre

« facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses

« identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle

+ help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Training

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website.

www.ocr.org.uk
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CR Resources: the small print
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Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
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resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
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There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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OCR Customer Support Centre

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998
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Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
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