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Answer either Topic 1 or Topic 2

Topic 1: Roman Entertainment and Leisure

Answer all questions.

1. Study this plan of the Stabian Baths in Pompeii.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

 (a) Give two reasons why the area labelled A was so large. [2]

 • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

 • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

 (b) At what time would a Roman man have normally visited the baths? Tick (√) the correct 
box. [1]

  early morning

  early afternoon

  early evening 

A
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 (c) To what extent would a visit to the baths have been a totally relaxing experience? Give 

reasons for your answer. [4]
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2. Look at this picture of an author reading from a scroll.
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 (a) To what extent would a recitation of his work have benefited an author? Give reasons for 
your answer. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Why might a colonnade in the forum have been both a suitable and unsuitable place for 
an author to recite his work? [2]

  Suitable: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

  Unsuitable: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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3. Look at these pictures of Roman actors.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

 If you had been living in ancient Rome, would you have preferred to watch a pantomime or a 
comedy? 

 Explain your answer with reference to both types of entertainment. [8]
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4. Study this picture of the Roman amphitheatre in Trier in modern Germany.
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 (a) Why do you think the Romans often used sand to cover the floor of the arena? [1]

 

 

 (b) What do you think Romans would have enjoyed about the ways in which animals were 
used in the arena and what would they have disliked? Make three points and give reasons 
for your choices. [6]
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5. How useful would a dinner party have been to both an ambitious host and his guests? [12]

 In your answer you should:

 • present a balanced and logical argument
 • support your argument with evidence of the organisation and different elements of a 

Roman dinner party
 • write in continuous prose without bullet points.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9
Examiner

only

www.xtrapapers.com



10

(C990UB0-1)

Examiner
only

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.xtrapapers.com



(C990UB0-1) Turn over.

C
9

9
0

U
B

0
1

11

11
Examiner

only

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12

www.xtrapapers.com



12

(C990UB0-1)

Examiner
only

Topic 2: Religion in the Roman World

Do not answer this topic if you have answered Topic 1. 

Answer all questions.

1. Look at this picture of a Roman temple in Nimes, modern France.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

 (a) In what ways is the design of this building typical of a Roman temple? Make three 
points. [3]

 

 

 

 

 (b) Why do you think the Romans generally placed their altars outside their temples? Give 
two reasons. [2]
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2. Look at this image of a Roman god.
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 (a) Name this god. [1]

 

 (b) Give one detail from the image which makes his main role clear. [1]

 

2
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3. Study this picture of a Roman sacrifice.
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 (a) Why was a flute player (labelled A) present at a sacrifice? [2]

 

 

 (b) To what extent do you think the Romans would have enjoyed being present at a public 
sacrifice like this? Give reasons for your answer. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A
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 (c) If Romans were not actually initiated into the cult of Isis, to what extent could they still 
participate in and enjoy the worship of the goddess? [8]
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4. This carving shows the god Mithras.
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 (a) (i) What is Mithras doing in this picture? [1]

 

 

 

 (ii) What did Mithras’ followers believe about this action? [1]

 

 

 (b) Where did the worship of Mithras originally come from? Tick (√) the correct box. [1]

  Egypt

  Greece

  Persia
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 (c) To what extent might a Roman have found it attractive to become a follower of Mithras? 

Give reasons for your answer. [4]
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5. ‘Religion was very important to the Romans.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement?
  [12]

 In your answer you should:
 • present a balanced and logical argument
 • support your argument with evidence of a range of religious beliefs and practices
 • write in continuous prose without bullet points.
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